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Course Overview
This course is designed to introduce the student to the concept of literature: what it is, how it functions, how it affects us, and how we might evaluate it. This will be achieved by examining a wide variety of texts across a variety of mediums and genres. In understanding how these texts function we will endeavor to better understand how we feel about them and why.

Student Learning Outcomes

· Develop an understanding of the contexts, aims, and methods of literary expression

· Develop skills for critical analysis and discussion of literature

· Improve your reading and writing skills through essays and in-class assignments

· Work cooperatively with your classmates in a variety of group assignments

· Demonstrate an understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted

Course Requirements and Evaluation

In-class writing: 10%

Quizzes: 10%
These will be given regularly at the beginning of class and will cover the assigned reading.

Exams: 60%
There will be three exams over the course of the semester. These will be comprised of short answer and essay questions.

Final Exam: 20%

Required Texts
(You will need to purchase the following texts)

· Watchmen – Alan Moore, David Gibbons, DC Comics, ISBN: 0930289234
· Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf – Edward Albee, Signet, ISBN: 0451158717

(The following texts will be available through Blackboard)

·  “The Only Traffic Signal…,” Sherman Alexie

· “Sonny’s Blues,” James Baldwin

· “Our Friend Colby,” Donald Barthelme

· “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,” Ambrose Bierce

· “The Lottery in Babylon,” Jorge Luis Borges

·  “Hills Like White Elephants,” Ernest Hemingway

· The Dead, James Joyce

· The Fox, D.H. Lawrence
·  “Saliva of the Fittest,” Mark Leyner
· Façade - Andrew Stern and Michael Mateas

·  “Overture”, Marcel Proust

· “CivilWarLand in Bad Decline,” George Saunders

· Selected Poetry
· How to Read Literature Like a Professor, Thomas Foster (excerpts)

Attendance Policy

Your regular attendance is expected. Your presence in the class is vital to fostering an engaging and productive classroom environment. Attendance will be taken regularly and your absence will be recorded. You are allowed four absences for the semester; every absence beyond four will negatively affect your grade. Exceptions will be made only in the event of a documented emergency.

Academic Integrity Policy

The University’s policy on academic integrity is viewable online at: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/ 

As a student you are expected to comply with the academic integrity policy. Violation of this policy is punishable with failure for the course as well as disciplinary action by the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. If after reviewing the policy you have any questions about what constitutes a violation please speak with me.  

Disability Policy
If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in the class or for which you need accommodation, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.

The Writing Center
The Writing Center is a free service available to all students.  The Writing Center's employees will help you with all stages of your writing: brainstorming, structuring a paper, or putting on the final polish.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to make your work as good as it can possibly be!  Drop in or make an appointment.  The Writing Center is in 3207 HHRA Building.  

Phone: 334-3215.  

Website: www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter
