ENG 104-11 APPROACH TO LITERATURE
Spring 2009

TR 12:30-1:45

Graham 424

Joshua Watson

Email: jmwatso3@uncg.edu
Office: McIver 212 

Office Hours:  TR 1:00-3:00 

Course Texts
The Seagull Reader: Stories ed. by Joseph Kelly, Norton 2008.

           * All poems and plays for the course will be posted on Blackboard. 
Course Description

This course is designed as an introduction to short fiction, poetry, and drama.  Students in the class will be expected to engage in critical readings and analysis of these three genres with an emphasis on a variety of major themes and their relevance to contemporary American life.  The course will cover American short fiction writers, poets, and dramaturges in mainly 20th century America. Overall, the class should provide students with a broad understanding of literature as well as help them develop a literary timeline that will aid in future studies of literature.

Please complete all readings by the appropriate dates on the Course Calendar. Also, arrive for each class prepared to discuss the material. You are responsible for any work you miss. If you are absent, consult a fellow student, or check Blackboard for syllabus or general class updates. 

Attendance Policy

Students are allowed three absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade.  Students who miss six classes on a two-day schedule will fail the course.

Laptop Policy

Laptops may be used in class only by students having a special need for purposes of note-taking or other classroom activities.  Students with such a need should make specific arrangements with the instructor.  No student may use a laptop in class without a prior arrangement with the instructor.

Academic Integrity 
“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.

Plagiarism results in an automatic F for the assignment.

Student Learning Goals

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:


Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;


Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;


Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing;


Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted. 

General Expectations


Courses will be broad and foundational in nature; they will not assume extensive previous knowledge;


Courses will satisfy most (if not all) of these guidelines. 

Grading Policy:

Participation and Quizzes        10%

Paper (fiction) 

          15%

Paper (poetry)

          15%

Exam #1                                20%

Exam #2
                      20%

Exam #3                                20%




______________




          100%

Behavior
Please be courteous to your fellow students when they are speaking, writing, and listening.  This includes coming to class on time, (If you are late, I will know and your grade will reflect it) and with cell phones turned off.  Food and drink is okay in class as long as it does not become a distraction.  
The Writing Center (MHRA 3211)
If at any point throughout the term you need help with a paper or would like to gain a new perspective on your work, feel free to visit the Writing Center.  Readers are available Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 8 pm, Fridays until 3 pm and Sunday evenings from 5 to 8 pm. 

Disability Services

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.

* This syllabus is subject to change as the semester progresses.  I will announce any changes in class. It is your responsibility to keep up with the changes I’ve announced even if you’ve missed class.
R1/22: Review Syllabus

T1/27: Discuss Whitman and Dickinson poems; see Blackboard for poems. 

R1/29: Discuss Robert Frost poems; "Design," "Directive," "After Apple-Picking," 

          "A Passing Glimpse"

T 2/3: Discuss James Wright poems; "Lying in a Hammock...," "Redwings,"  "Saint Judas," "The Streets Grow Young,"

R 2/5: Discuss Gwendolyn Brooks poems; "We Real Cool," "The Bean-Eaters sequence"

T 2/10   Discuss Seamus Heaney poems; "Personal Helicon," "Death of a Naturalist," 


"The Skunk," "The Tollund Man"

R 2/12  Discuss Eavan Boland poems; "The Pomegranate," "Suburban Woman," "Ode to Surburbia," "Requiem for a Personal Friend"

T 2/17 Discuss Philip Larkin poems; "High Windows," "Church Going," "The Explosion,"  "Aubade" 

R 2/19 Discuss Louise Gluck poems; "Cottonmouth Country," "The Wild Iris," "Retreating Light," "Lullaby"

T 2/24  Discuss Galway Kinnell poems; "The Bear," "Little Sleep's Head Sprouting Hair in  the Moonlight," 

          "The Olive Wood Fire" Discuss Larry Levis poem; "My Story in the Late Style of Fire"

R 2/26  Discuss Sharon Olds poems; "Death of Marilyn Monroe," "My Father Snoring," "Six-Year-Old Boy," "The Moment"

T 3/3  Discuss Yusef Komunyakaa poem; "You and I are Disappearing."1st Writing Assignment Due. Review for Exam.

R 3/5 1st Exam. 

T 3/10   Spring Break

R 3/12   Spring Break

T 3/17  Discuss  “Bullet in the Brain” by Tobias Wolff; see Blackboard.

R 3/19  Discuss “Next Door” by Tobias Wolff; see Blackboard.

T 3/24 Discuss  “A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner p. 155; “The Gilded Six-Bits” by Zora Neale Hurston; see Blackboard. 

R 3/26 Discuss “A Good Man is a Hard to Find” by Flannery O’ Connor, p 372; “The Swimmer” by John Cheever, p. 99.

T 3/31 Discuss  “Shiloh” by Bobbie Ann Mason, p.265. Review for 2nd exam. 

R 4/2  2nd Exam. 2nd Writing Assignment Due. 
T 4/7 Read The Sandbox by Edward Albee (In class); see Blackboard.

R 4/9 Watch The Dutchmen by Amiri Baraka; see Blackboard for text. 

T 4/14 Read The Art of Dining by Tina Howe (In class); see Blackboard.
R 4/16 Discuss The Art of Dining by Tina Howe. 
T 4/21 Read A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams.

R 4/23 Read Streetcar

T 4/28 Read Streetcar

R 4/30 Finish Streetcar. Watch Kazan film adaptation of the play. 

T 5/5 Finish film. Review for final exam.

S 5/9 Final Exam. 

