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Introduction to Narrative


Course Description: This semester we will be 1) engaging in critical reading and analysis of fictional and non-fictional narrative forms, including the novel, the short story, and the autobiography; and 2) examining different aspects and elements of narrative itself as identified and treated by various theorists and critics, with particular emphasis on the narratological scheme of French critic Gérard Genette. Readings will be taken primarily from American and British literature. Examinations of literary texts will, when appropriate, include attention to historical, cultural, and literary backgrounds as well as formal concerns.

Student Learning Goals: At the completion of this course, the student will be able to

-- identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;

-- apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;

-- use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing;

-- demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which 

literary texts have been written and interpreted. 

Required Texts

The Facts (Philip Roth); Vintage International, 1997. ISBN-10: 0679749055

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (Muriel Spark); Harper-Collins, 1999.

ISBN-10: 0060931736

Seagull Reader: Stories, 2nd Edition (Ed. Joseph Kelly); W.W. Norton, 2007.

ISBN-10: 0393930912

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (Robert Louis Stevenson); Dover, 1991. 

ISBN-10: 0486266885

Tristram Shandy (Lawrence Sterne; Ed. Howard Anderson); Norton Critical Editions; 

W.W. Norton, 1980. ISBN-13: 978-0393950342

Recommended Text

Narrative Discourse (Gerard Genette; Trans. Jane E. Lewin); Cornell UP, 1983. ISBN-

13: 978-0801492594

Additional Readings: Assigned readings marked with an asterisk cannot be found in any of the required texts and will be made available either on e-reserve or through the class Blackboard site.

Assignments
Reading Responses / Discussion Board Postings: In addition to being responsible for doing all of the assigned reading for the semester, you will also be required to write ten critical responses to the assigned readings (no more than one response per text). These responses should not represent ort rely on summary, but should explore issues of form/structure, technique, interpretation, etc., and should be “paragraph-length.” Responses will be evaluated on a five-point scale according to level of thought and consideration evidenced in/by them. Each response will be worth 2% of your final course grade (for a total of 20%).

Critical Essay: You will also be required to write a single critical essay of five to six pages in length. The essay may focus on a single text, or on a single technique, device, theme, issue, etc. as found in no more than two texts. The paper will be worth 20% of your final course grade.

All papers should be submitted as a hard copy and should be typed in Times New Roman, twelve-point font, double-spaced. All papers should include in the upper left corner of the first page a heading with the course title, your name, and the date; subsequent pages should be numbered in the upper right-hand corner, with your name appearing with the page number.  The paper should be stapled in the upper left-hand corner.

Exams: There will be two exams over the course of the semester: a mid-term 

exam (worth 25% of your final course grade) and a final exam (worth 30% of your final course grade).

Attendance: Students are allowed a maximum of four absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade. Students who miss eight or more classes will fail the course.

Final Grade: Your final grade for the course will be calculated according to the following:


Participation



15%

Mid-Term Exam


20%

Paper




20%

Discussion Board postings

20% (2% each)

Final Exam



25%

Instructor Availability and E-Mail Response Policy: I hold regular office hours from 9:50 to 10:50 on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, but scheduled appointments at other times may be possible on an individual basis.


I can be contacted via e-mail at dcphill2@uncg.edu. While I try to respond to e-mail as soon as possible, please allow forty-eight hours for responses. If after this period you have not received a response from me, re-send the e-mail.

Academic Integrity Policy: You are expected to know and adhere to the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy. As the Policy states,

academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated.  (From UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>.
Violations of the Policy include, but are not limited to, the following:

Cheating – with a range of possible sanctions from redoing or taking an “F” on an 

assignment to recommendation for expulsion

Plagiarism – with a range of possible sanctions from redoing or taking an “F” on 

an assignment to recommendation for expulsion

Falsification – with a range of possible sanctions from redoing or taking an “F” on 

an assignment to failing the course

Facilitating academic dishonesty – with a range of possible sanctions from taking 

an “F” on an assignment to recommendation for expulsion).

The Policy is available in its entirety at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/
.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.
Exceptions: I understand that not all contingencies can be planned for, and that on occasion exceptions may be called for.  As the instructor, I reserve the right to make such exceptions in special cases.  These decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis according to its particulars.  If you ever feel that such an exception is warranted, discuss the matter with me in a timely fashion.


Class Schedule


[Note: This schedule is subject to change. Changes will be announced either in class or through e-mail.]

21 January

Intro. to Course

23 January

On (Fictional) Narrative

Fictional Narrative

Narrative Mood

26 January

Hemingway’s “Hills Like White Elephants”

28 January

Crane’s “The Open Boat”

30 January

Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour”

2 February

[TBA]
4 February

Wharton’s “Roman Fever”

6 February

Nabokov’s “The Vane Sisters” [*]

9 February

Melville’s “Bartleby”: [Part I]

11 February

Melville’s “Bartleby”: [Part II]

13 February

Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper”

16 February

Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper” (cont.)

Narrative Time

18 February

Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: “Story of the Door” – “The 

Carew Murder Case”

20 February

Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: “Incident of the Letter” – 

“The Last Night”

23 February

Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: Dr. Lanyon’s Narrative” – 

“Henry Jekyll’s Full Statement of the Case”

25 February

Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily”

27 February

Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily” (cont.)

2 March

Sparks’ The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie: Chapters 1-2 

4 March

Sparks’ The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie: Chapter 3

6 March

Sparks’ The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie: Chapters 4-6

9 March

Spring Break
11 March

Spring Break
13 March

Spring Break
16 March

Mid-Term Exam
18 March

Hawthorne’s “Young Goodman Brown”

20 March

Oates’ “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been”

23 March 

Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher”

25 March 

Nabokov’s “Signs and Symbols” [*]

“Metafictional” Narrative

Narrative Voice

27 March

Sterne’s Tristram Shandy: Vol. I, Chapters I-VII

30 March

Sterne’s Tristram Shandy: Vol. I, Chapters VIII-XXV

1 April


Sterne’s Tristram Shandy: Vol. II, Chapters I-IX

3 April


Sterne’s Tristram Shandy, Vol. II, Chapters X-XVI

6 April


Sterne’s Tristram Shandy: Vol. II, Chapters XVII-XIX

8 April


Barth’s “Lost in the Funhouse” [*]

10 April

No Class
13 April

Barth’s “Frame-Tale” [*]




Cortazar’s “Continuity of Parks” [*]

Autobiographical Narrative

15 April

“On Autobiographical Narrative”




[Paper Due]

17 April

Roth’s The Facts: [Roth’s Letter to Zuckerman]

20 April

Roth’s The Facts: “Prologue” – “Safe at Home”

22 April

Roth’s The Facts: “Joe College”

24 April

Roth’s The Facts: “Girl of My Dreams”

27 April

Roth’s “Defender of the Faith” [*]

29 April

Roth’s The Facts: “All in the Family”

1 May


Roth’s The Facts: “Now Vee May Perhaps to Begin”

4 May


Roth’s The Facts: [Zuckerman’s Letter to Roth]

5 May 


[TBA]
11 May

Final Exam (8:00-11:00)
