English 105-02: Introduction to Narrative
MWF 12-12:50; MHRA 2209
Instructor: Deidre Hall

Office: MHRA 3210-A

Email: ddhall2@uncg.edu (preferred method of contact)

Office phone: 4-5867

Office hours: W 9-11 and by appointment

Course Description

Our human experience of bodily existence is both universal and unique—as unique, literally, as a fingerprint. In this course, as we become acquainted with a variety of narrative forms and literary techniques, we will consider how writers across several centuries have represented the body. We begin with accounts of the body as property in two slave narratives, and of the body as currency in a classic early novel. Many of our short stories explore the body as a supposed marker of difference, or as a kind of outward reflection of some interior reality. Finally, two memoirs examine mind-body connections: an adult survivor of an involuntary lobotomy attempts to reconstruct his childhood through medical records, and a successful brain researcher suffers a massive stroke, rebuilding a profoundly different self through the rehabilitation process. For the final project, you will conduct a brief oral history interview with someone who has experienced a physical challenge; then, in an accompanying reflection, you will consider how you might “narrativize” the interview data. 
Learning Goals
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:

· Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts

· Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted

Required Texts
The following required texts are available at the University Bookstore; all other texts may be accessed through e-reserves on Blackboard. In addition, you should check your UNCG email account regularly for course announcements.

Defoe, Daniel. Roxana. Oxford: Oxford World’s Classics, 2008. 

(ISBN 978-0199536740)


Dully, Howard and Charles Fleming. My Lobotomy. New York: Three Rivers, 2008.

 (ISBN 978-0-307-38127-9)


Taylor, Jill Bolte. My Stroke of Insight: A Brain Scientist’s Personal Journey. New York:


Viking, 2008. (ISBN 978-0-670-02074-4)
Evaluation
Your final grade breaks down this way:

· 60%
3 in-class exams, consisting of identifications, short answers, and an essay, at

 20% each

· 20%
Final project, including conference meeting and informal proposal
· 15%
Class participation, including contributions to class discussion, short in-class

writings, group work, and unannounced quizzes 
· 5%
Discussion questions, collected periodically
My Expectations
Attendance
Regular attendance is essential to your success in this class. Please arrive on time: repeated tardiness will lower your participation grade. Students are allowed a maximum of four absences without a grade penalty. For every additional absence, students will be penalized one-half letter grade. Eight absences will result in failure of the course. If you are absent, check Blackboard for any announcements and obtain notes from a classmate (or two). I will be happy to answer your questions regarding missed classes after you have reviewed the notes, etc. Be aware that I will ask for written documentation of illness or emergency before offering a makeup exam.     
Participation and Preparation
This course demands not only your regular attendance but also your active participation. Please complete all assigned readings prior to class (see attached course schedule). As you read, begin to think critically about how each text speaks to previous readings and what new ideas it raises, as well as about its formal characteristics. At the beginning of each period, I will call on someone to start our discussion. You will need to come to class each day ready with at least two discussion questions, either dealing with specific passages that you find interesting or problematic or with the text as a whole. (Please print out your questions for each class meeting—I will collect them from everyone periodically.) I certainly don’t expect you to have all the answers to these questions—we’ll work through them together as a class. Even if you are not sharing your questions on a particular day, I expect you to contribute to almost every class discussion. 
Academic Integrity
I expect students to comply with the Academic Integrity Policy (http://academicintegrity.uncg.

edu). Presenting someone else’s ideas or words as your own on any assignment is plagiarism. It is a violation of the Policy and will be prosecuted as such. Furthermore, inadequately or improperly documented assignments will receive a zero. Ultimately, if in doubt, ask me…
Disability Services
Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5 pm, Monday-Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; email: ods@uncg.edu.

Helpful Hints

Use the Writing Center
The consultants in the Writing Center, located in MHRA 3211, offer one-on-one help with any writing assignment for any class. I encourage you to use this great (free!) resource. See the Writing Center website (www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcneter) for hours and info. The Writing Center notifies me when my students visit, and I give those students extra credit (added to participation grade).

Talk to Me
Feel free to drop by office hours or make an appointment to see me about any questions or concerns.

Course Schedule

Please complete the assigned readings and prepare two discussion questions

 before class each day
	   
	

	Jan 21
	Course Introduction

	23
	Defining Our Terms
Morrison, “The Reading Cure” 
(http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2008/jan/05/fiction.scienceandnature)

	26
	Slave Narratives
Douglass, from Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave

	28
	Jacobs, from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

	30
	con’t

	Feb 2
	The Novel
Roxana (33-79)

	4
	Roxana (80-130)

	6
	Roxana (131-180)

	9
	Roxana (181-230)

	11
	Roxana (231-280)

	13
	Roxana (280-330)

	16
	Roxana (331-379)

	18
	The Narrative Poem
Frost, “Home Burial” (http://www.bartleby.com/118/6.html)

	20
	con’t

	23
	First Exam

	25
	The Short Story
Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” and “Why I Wrote ‘The Yellow Wallpaper” 
(http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/wallpaper.html); click link at bottom to access “Why I Wrote…”

	27
	Lessing, “To Room Nineteen”

	Mar 2
	Woolf, “The New Dress”

	4
	Rhys, “Mannequin”

	6
	No Class—Discussion Board

	9-13
	No Class—Spring Break

	16
	Hemingway, “Hills Like White Elephants”
Please note: March 17 is the last day to drop a course without penalty

	18
	Chesnutt, “The Wife of His Youth”

Chopin, “Desirée’s Baby”

	20
	Zitkala-Sa, “The Cutting of My Long Hair”

(http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/ZitGirl.html)

	23
	O’Connor, “Good Country People”

Betts, “The Ugliest Pilgrim”

	25
	Project Conferences

	27
	Project Conferences

	30
	Second Exam

	Apr 1
	The Memoir

Taylor, My Stroke of Insight (1-36)

	3
	My Stroke of Insight (37-85)

	6
	My Stroke of Insight (86-136)

	8
	My Stroke of Insight (137-177)

	10
	No Class—Spring Holiday

	13
	Dully, My Lobotomy (Preface; 1-50)

	15
	My Lobotomy (51-113)

	17
	My Lobotomy (114-157)

	20
	My Lobotomy (158-223)

	22
	My Lobotomy (224-283)

	24
	Filmed Narratives

House, M.D.

	27
	con’t

	29
	Third Exam

	May 1
	Course Evaluations and Project Sharing

	4
	Project Sharing

	5
	Project Sharing
Final projects due in class


