ENG 105: Introduction to Narrative
MWF 1-1:50


Course Markers: GN, GLT

Instructor: Dorothy Kuykendal

Phone: 919-604-0574

Email (preferred): dlkuyken@uncg.edu
Office: Third floor, HHRA building, English Department; office hours TBA
Course Description
We are used to thinking of "world literature" in terms of geography: reading an "African" novel, an "Asian" play, and so on.  But what about authors, characters, and other people who don't belong to or in any one place--who are displaced?  This course will investigate the displaced transnational subject using both literature and a (gentle) introduction to literary theory.
Student Learning Outcomes

In this course, students will:


Read and analyze literature from non-Western nations


Read and discuss literary critical theory


Learn how to compose essays and other writing projects synthesizing the material


Discuss the material in class with their peers


Think critically about literature and its place in the world

Required Texts:

· Readings on e-reserve through Blackboard.

· Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi.  Pantheon, 2004.  ISBN: 037571457X

· Death and the King's Horseman by Wole Soyinka.  A&C Black, 2003.  ISBN: 0413333604

· A Gesture Life by Chang-Rae Lee.  Riverhead Trade, 2000.  ISBN: 1573228281

Grading Policy
Participation: 10%

Writing assignments: 30%

Reading quizzes: 10%

Group presentations: 20%

Final exam: 30%

Assignments
1) Students will be responsible for participating fully.  I know some people think literature is boring (what's wrong with them?), so to keep things lively, we're going to depend on each other for insight and intelligent discussion.

2) Students will participate in one group presentation, details to be given later in the semester.

3) Students will turn in one midterm essay, after taking into consideration both workshop revisions and suggestions by the instructor; consider this an excellent opportunity to work on your writing process.  
4) Students will take an exam at the end of the semester that will reflect what they have learned.

Attendance Policy
Students may miss up to THREE class periods without penalty to their final grade (excluding any individual penalties accrued by missed or late assignments).  Students may miss up to FIVE class periods, with the result that their final grade will be dropped by one letter.  Students who miss more than five class periods will fail the course.  NOTE: I do not make any distinction between "excused" or "unexcused" absences; a doctor's note won't make any difference to me.  Real emergencies should be discussed with me as soon as possible.  Students are always responsible for catching up on missed work.

The Writing Center

The Writing Center is a free service available to all students.  The Writing Center's employees will help you with all stages of your writing: brainstorming, structuring a paper, or putting on the final polish.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to make your work as good as it can possibly be!  Drop in or make an appointment.  The Writing Center is in 3207 HHRA Building.  

Phone: 334-3215.  

Website: www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter
Students With Disabilities

UNCG does not discriminate against students with disabilities.  If you have a disability that will hamper your ability to learn in this classroom environment, you must consult Disability Services at 336-334-5440.  See also: http://ods.dept.uncg.edu.
Academic Integrity Policy
Students are expected to adhere to the university's Academic Integrity Policy at all times.  Plagiarism, or any other form of cheating, will not be tolerated; improper documentation will result in the failure of the assignment in question, and possibly referral to a hearing committee on academic integrity.  You will use the MLA citation system in this course.  If you're not sure about citing something, or if you have any other questions regarding this matter, talk to me about it ASAP.  Don't leave it to chance!  See also: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu
 Course Schedule
January
21:  Introduction to material
23:  Edward Said, from Orientalism (on e-reserve)

26:  Continue with Said

28:  Derek Walcott, "A Far Cry From Africa," Jamaica Kincaid, selections from A Small Place 
(e-reserve)

30:  Continue A Small Place
February
2:  Homi Bhabha, "In Defense of Theory" (on e-reserve)
4:  Continue Bhabha
6:  Satrapi, Persepolis
9:  Persepolis
11:  Persepolis
13: Persepolis
16:  Soyinka, Death and the King's Horseman
18: Death and the King's Horseman
20:  Death and the King's Horseman 
23:  Salman Rushdie, "The Courter" (on e-reserve)
25:  Poems by Yeats and Neruda (on e-reserve)
27: Essay workshop
March
2: Essay workshop

4:  Film: Whale Rider
6:  Film: Whale Rider
9:  Finish and discuss Whale Rider; essay due to instructor
11:  Spring Break
13:  Spring Break
16:  Spring Break
18:  Hwang, M. Butterfly
20:  M. Butterfly
23:  M. Butterfly
25:  Lu Xun, "The True Story of Ah Q" (e-reserve)
27: "The True Story of Ah Q"
30:  James Joyce, "Araby" (on e-reserve)
April
1:  Arjun Appadurai (on e-reserve)
3:  Lee, A Gesture Life
6:  A Gesture Life
8:  A Gesture Life
10:  A Gesture Life
13:  Class meets in Jackson Library for information session on research
15:  Groups meet outside of class to prepare for presentations
17:  Groups meet outside of class to prepare for presentations
20:  Groups meet outside of class to prepare for presentations
22:  Group presentations
24:  Group presentations
27:  Group presentations
29:  Group presentations
May
1: Finish group presentations
4: Last day of class; course evaluations

FINAL EXAM: Monday, May 11, 3:30-6:30 PM.
