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English 105-07: Introduction to Narrative 
Spring 2009
TR 8:00-9:15, MHRA 2207
English 105, as an introductory course, is designed to develop your appreciation and understanding of various aspects of narrative.  We will use American and British literature in a variety of forms to examine what narrative is and how it works.  As a result, you will gain skills in analysis and critical thinking through reading and writing about the short stories and novel we will read, as well as the poetry, art, and film we will examine in class.


Student Learning Goals:

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;

· Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing;

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted. 

Academic Integrity:

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.

Attendance Policy:
You are allowed three absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, you will be penalized one-half letter grade. If you miss six classes, you will fail the course.

Late Work:
I do not accept late work.  Written assignments are to be turned in on the day they are due or they will receive a zero.  I do not accept written assignments via email.  You may not be absent on the day of your presentation: it will receive a zero.  If you see a problem arising, it needs to be addressed before the day of your presentation.

Grades:
Your presentation and analysis paper will be graded using rubrics, which may be found on our Black Board site under Course Documents.  They are designed to provide you with feedback in a variety of areas so that you may identify your strengths and weaknesses.  I recommend looking at these documents beforehand so that you can anticipate what you will be evaluated on.  Each informal writing exercise will be worth five points, and points will be assigned based on the thoroughness of your response.  These writings will be averaged at the end of the semester.  Participation is an important aspect of the class and extends to your efforts in class discussion as well as following the guidelines for correct classroom behavior.  (See “Classroom Guidelines” below). 
Presentation 10%
Analysis Paper 30%

Informal Writing 15%

Midterm Exam 15%

Final Exam 20%

Participation 10%

Grading Scale – 10 point

A+(100-98), A (97-93) A-(92-90)

B+(89-87) B(86-83) B-(82-80)

C+(79-77) C(76-73) C-(72-70)

D+(69-67) D(66-63) D-(62-60)

F (59-0)

The Analysis Paper:

Your analysis paper will be written on one of the selections from the syllabus.  This is a 4-5 page paper that should demonstrate your ability to analyze a text, form a thesis, and support that thesis throughout the paper.  Your paper is due the same day as your presentation.
The Presentation:

Your presentation will be on the same text as your analysis paper, and you will present on the day that the text is to be discussed in class.  Your presentation may be as creative as you like, but must include your thesis from your paper, the main tenets of your analysis, and the research you have performed on the text.

Informal Writing:

Informal writing will take place in class.  A prompt will be given or you will be asked to write a response to the selection that was to be read for that day.     
Classroom Guidelines:
· Be respectful during presentations and class discussions.  While honest debate is welcome, please refrain from harsh, derogatory, or cruel comments.

· Take responsibility for your learning.  While I am happy to help you, you are ultimately responsible for making sure you have all the information you need to succeed in this class. 

· Turn off all cell phones, laptops, or other electronic devices unless you have a special need for purposes of note-taking or other classroom activities.  You must make specific arrangements with me for the use of these devices.
The Office of Disability Services:

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.

Course Schedule:
January 20: First day of class, discussion of the syllabus

Narrative, Narrators, and Narration

Recommended: ELT, “Narration,” “Voice,” “Tone,” “Narrative Pace”
January 22: “Writing About Fiction”
January 27: Research Instruction

Plot


Recommended: ELT, “Short Story,” “Subplot”
January 29: Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily;” “An Interview”
February 3: O’Brien, “The Things They Carried”

Structure


Recommended: ELT, “Structure”
February 5: Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper”

February 10: Welty, “A Worn Path;” Dodd, on “A Worn Path”
Setting


Recommended: ELT, “Setting”
February 12: Joyce, “Araby”

February 17: Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher;” “The Philosophy of 
Composition”
Character


Recommended: ELT, “Characterization,” “Roles in the Plot”
February 19: Walker, “Everyday Use”

February 24: O’Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to Find;” Smith on “A Good 
Man is Hard to Find”
February 26: Faulkner, “Barn Burning”
March 3: Midterm Review

March 5: Midterm Exam
March 10&12: Spring Break

Point of View


Recommended: ELT, “Point of View”
March 17: Tan, “Rules of the Game”

March 19: Bierce, “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”

Style


Recommended: ELT, “Diction,” “Tone”
March 24: Updike, “A&P;” “Accepting the Howells Medal”
March 26: Le Guin, “The Ones Who Walked Away from Omelas”

Symbol


Recommended: ELT, “Analogy,” “Imagery,” “Symbolism”
March 31: Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown”

April 2: Porter, “The Jilting of Granny Weatherall”

Recommended: ELT, “Novel”

April 7: TWIW: “Preamble” through Chapter XII (pg. 93)
April 9: TWIW: through End of First Epoch (pg. 195)
April 14: TWIW: through Chapter V (pg. 266)
April 16: TWIW: through the end of Mr. Fairlie’s account (pg. 356)
April 21: TWIW: through Chapter III (pg. 439)
April 23: TWIW: through Chapter XI (pg. 528)

April 28: TWIW: through end of the novel
April 30: Review for final exam

May 12: Final Exam, 8:00-11:00am

N.B. ELT= Essential Literary Terms; TWIW= The Woman in White; if no source is indicated, the text is to be found in The Norton Anthology of Shorter Fiction.

Recommended readings are background for the texts that follow.  Required selections are to be read by the day they appear on the syllabus.

Syllabus is subject to change at my discretion.  
Instructor: Stephanie Womick


HHRA 3112F


Phone: 4-5837


Email: srwomick@uncg.edu 


Office Hours: TR 11-12:30 





Required Texts:


Bausch, Richard and R.V. Cassill. The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction. 	Shorter 7th ed. New York: Norton, 2006. 


Collins, Wilkie. The Woman in White. 1860. New York, Penguin. 1999.


Recommended:


Hamilton, Sharon. Essential Literary Terms. New York: Norton, 2007.














