Love / Story

ENG 105-10

 / 
Introduction to Narrative
 / 
Spring 2009
TR 6 pm – 7:15 pm Petty 150

Instructor: Aaron Chandler

Office: 3210H Moore HHRA
 /
 Office Hours:  T/R 4 pm-6 pm

Phone: (336) 334-3867

 / 
email: adchandl@uncg.edu

To begin with, let us take the following motto (not especially for this chapter, but generally): Literature is Love. Now we can continue.


Vladimir Nabokov

Course Description

105 Introduction to Narrative (3:3) / GE Core: GLT / Critical reading and analysis of American and British novels, short stories, and narrative poems. Attention to historical, cultural, and literary backgrounds as appropriate. (Fall & Spring) 
Section Description

Narratives of Love This course will serve as an introduction to the structure and dynamics of narrative form, but we will accomplish this goal by concentrating on how writers and producers of culture have sought to organize, express, or convey a single, famously tricky affective complex: love. We will consider the historical roots of several key cultural narratives about love--such as courtly love, marital bliss, and familial devotion--and place these cultural stories in dialogue with specific narrative texts by Jane Austen, Henry James, Marcel Proust, Zora Neale Hurston, Vladimir Nabokov, James Baldwin, Paul Auster, and Lydia Davis. Students will engage in analytical writing and scholarly research; they will also participate in group projects in which they present a critical reading of love tropes in a set of television series, organized by genre.  Throughout, students will be asked to reflect critically on how dominant narratives of love's discipline, purpose, and image give shape to their own relational experiences with partners, family members, and in the broader community, but we will also attend to the realms of our experiences these narratives neglect.

Student Learning Goals
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Identify and understand various characteristics of narrative

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;
· Use literary study to develop skills for careful reading and clear writing

· Demonstrate understanding of the social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written

Required Texts: 
Austen, Jane. Persuasion.  New York: Norton, 1995

Auster, Paul. Timbuktu.  New York: Henry Holt, 1999.

Baldwin, James. Giovanni's Room. New York: Delta, 2000. 
Davis, Lydia. The End of the Story. New York: Picador, 1995. 

Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Were Watching God. New York: Harpers, 1998. 

Nabokov, Vladimir. The Annotated Lolita: Revised and Updated. New York: Vintage, 1991.
Evaluation Methods & Guidelines for Assignments:

 Students will be responsible for the following:

PARTICIPATION 

Contributions to Discussion
10%

 




Reading Quizzes 


10%










20%

PRESENTATIONS






Group Presentation #1

5%

 




Discussion Leader

10%





Group Presentation #2

15%










30%
PAPERS



Reading Journal


30%






Research Paper


20%










50%
Reading Journal: The reading journal is a form of "writing to learn," meaning that I will be less concerned with spelling, grammar, and punctuation than with ideas, coherence, originality, and completeness.  Each should be between 200-300 words. These will be assigned a grade along a 1-5 scale, with 3 signifying standard work.  You must complete all fifteen journal entries to pass the course; however, all journal entries posted later than their due date will count for 0 points. Across these 15 entries you must complete all eight of the prompts provided on blackboard; otherwise, you are welcome to write on whatever aspect of the assigned text you wish.  
Reading Quizzes. These are there to insure that each student has completed the reading assignment and is therefore capable of thoughtful discussion for that class period. Each consists of five questions, most of which should pose no difficulty to a person who has recently read the material.  Please take them on Blackboard before coming to class every Tuesday.  They will shut down permanently as soon as our class begins. 

Contributions to Discussion: I fully expect that each student will make a substantial contribution to class discussion every week.  Contributions can come in the form of comments and questions; don’t be afraid to say what you think.  But, please, make no mistake: your contribution to class discussion is required.

Discussion Leadership: On the first day of class, sign up to lead discussion on two separate class meetings.  A discussion leader’s obligations are: 1.) To raise three substantive questions for discussion and 2.) Select and read aloud two passages that seem crucial for class interpretation. 

Academic Integrity Policy:

Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.
Attendance Policy

 Students are allowed three absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade.  Students who miss six classes on a two-day schedule will fail the course.
Students with disabilities: If you would like to request accommodations for a disability that could affect your performance in this course, please contact me and/or the office of Disability services at 334-5440.

Email responses:

I will make every effort to respond to your e-mail message within forty-eight hours. If I have not replied to your message after forty-eight hours, then please re-send the message.

Reading Calendar: Beside each date you will find the readings that you must complete for that class meeting. It seems strange to have to spell it out, but there has been confusion on this point before.  Make a clear note of your discussion leader dates; you will not be permitted to make them up, except in the most extraordinary circumstances.

Tuesday,


Introduction

Discussion Leader and Group sign-up

	
	


Thursday, 

	January 22
	James Joyce, “Araby”             Narrative form, discourse, and us


Tuesday, 


Groups: 1 Antony and Cleopatra, 

	2 Heloise and Abelard, 3 Tristan and Isolde
	


Thursday,


Groups: 4 Romeo and Juliet

    5 Catherine and Heathcliff

	   6 Oscar and Bosie
	


Tuesday,

	February 3
	Austen, Persuasion, Ch. 1-6


Thursday, 

	February 5

	Austen, Persuasion, Ch. 7-12


Tuesday, 

	February 10
	Austen, Persuasion, Ch. 13-18


Thursday, 

	February 12
	Austen, Persuasion, Ch. 18-24


Tuesday, 


Proust, “Swann in Love” pp.195-256

	E-reserves
	


Thursday, 


Proust, “Swann in Love” pp.256-322

	E-reserves
	


Tuesday 

	February 24
	Proust, “Swann in Love” pp.322-396 E-reserves


Thursday, 

	February 26
	Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ch. 1-6


Tuesday, 

	March 3
	Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ch. 7-15


Thursday, 

	March 5
	Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ch. 16-20


Spring Break

	
	


Tuesday, 

	March 17
	Baldwin, Giovanni’s Room, Part One


Thursday


Baldwin, Giovanni’s Room, Part Two

	
	


Tuesday, 

	March 24
	Nabokov, Lolita, Forward, Part One, Ch. 1-12


Thursday, 

	March 26
	Nabokov, Lolita, Part One, Ch. 13-27


Tuesday, 

	March 31
	Nabokov, Lolita, Part One, Ch. 28-Part Two, Ch. 7


Thursday, 


Nabokov, Lolita, Part Two, Ch. 8-22

	
	


Tuesday, 

	April 7
	Nabokov, Lolita, Part Two Ch. 23-36, “On a Book Called Lolita”


Thursday, 

	April 9
	Auster, Timbuktu, Ch. 1


Tuesday, 


Auster, Timbuktu, Ch. 2-3

	Group 6
	


Thursday, 


Auster, Timbuktu, Ch. 4-5

	Group 5
	


Tuesday, 


Davis, The End of the Story, pp. 1-52

	Group 4
	


Thursday, 


Davis, The End of the Story, pp. 52-125

	Group 3
	


Tuesday,


Davis, The End of the Story pp. 125-171

	Group 2
	


Thursday,


Davis, The End of the Story, pp. 171-231

	Group 1
	


Film: Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind

	
	











