ENG 106-01: Introduction to Poetry
The Virtues of Poetry
Instructor: Charles Tedder
Term: Spring 2009

Office: 3210-G MHRA
Time: TR 12:30-1:45

Office Hours: 11-12:15 TR
Location: MHRA 2207
Contact: cftedder@uncg.edu


Catalog Description: Critical reading and analysis of British and American lyric, dramatic, and narrative poetry. Attention to historical, cultural, and literary backgrounds as appropriate. GE Core: GLT
Course Description: What is poetry good for?  Adrienne Rich has written "I hope never to idealize poetry—it has suffered enough from that. Poetry is not a healing lotion, an emotional massage, a kind of linguistic aromatherapy. Neither is it a blueprint, nor an instruction manual, nor a billboard."  This course considers the virtues of poetry as both a witness and an ordering of the world, a diverse and ongoing social practice that binds human communities together.
Student Learning Goals:

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;

· Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing;

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted.  

Texts:
The Norton Introduction to Poetry 9e. 0393928578
Readings available on Blackboard
Note on Reading: Any given poem is better understood in the context of all other poems.  You will be assigned more poems to read than we can discuss in class.  Reading all the assigned poems will help you understand the ones we do talk about, and also help you perform better on your tests and papers.

Grade Distribution

15% Class Participation

35% Midterm Exam or Short Paper 

50% Final Exam or Term Paper

Class Participation (15%)
The class participation grade reflects attentiveness, engagement with in-class activities or small group work, and contribution to discussion when appropriate.  Not all comments in class discussion carry the same value: better contributions will receive a better grade.

Midterm (35%)
Students will choose whether to complete an in-class exam or a short paper for their midterm grade.
Midterm Exam Option: The midterm exam surveys all the material covered in class before midterm.  The exam is designed to be completed in 75 minutes, and comprises several kinds of questions including multiple choice, identification, and short responses.

Short Paper Option: Midterm papers should be 1200-1300 words, presented in correct MLA style.  Students are invited to offer a rigorous close reading of one of the texts covered in class, using 2-3 secondary sources.

Final (50%)
Students will choose whether to complete a final exam or write a term paper for their final grade.
Final Exam Option: The final exam is cumulative for the entire course.  It is designed to be completed during the university’s 3 hour exam period.  The exam comprises several kinds of questions, including short responses and longer essays.
Term Paper Option: The term paper should be 4500-5500 words, presented in correct MLA style.  The topic for the paper is the guiding theme of the course (see course description);; students should present their considered position on the virtues of poetry, drawing inspiration, examples, and support from the course readings.  
Professionalism and Courtesy

Students are expected to arrive to class on time, with their materials, having read the day’s assignments.  Anyone who fails to meet these expectations will be asked to leave and counted absent for the day.  Anyone who blatantly disregards the class (e.g. by falling asleep, responding to a text message or phone call) or who disrupts class in any manner will be asked to leave and counted absent for the day.  See the attendance policy below.

Attendance Policy

Students are allowed a maximum of three absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade. Students who miss six classes will fail the course.

There is no distinction between excused and unexcused absences, and students do not have to account for their absences to the instructor.  Students whose personal circumstances hinder their ability to attend classes successfully should talk to their advisor and contact Student Academic Services.  http://web.uncg.edu/adv/
Virtual Class Meetings (VCM)

No more than twice during the semester we will hold a virtual class meeting in lieu of a regular class.  VCMs will consist of participation in a blackboard discussion forum.  By 9:00 on the day of class, student will need to post one question or comment on the assigned reading.  By 5:00 that same day, each student must have posted a minimum of two replies to others.
Technology in the Classroom (Laptops)

To assist you in taking notes and to make electronic readings available in class without recourse to a printer, you are allowed to bring laptops or other devices to class.  However, if any device causes a disruption, you will be asked to turn it off and not bring it to class again.  If you are discovered engaged in non-class related activities (e.g. email, MySpace, etc.), you will be asked to leave and counted absent for the day.
Communications (Email)

I will send emails and announcements to your UNCG email account via Blackboard.  You are expected to check your UNCG email account and Blackboard regularly.  When you email me, you must include a subject line, write in professionally competent standard written English, and make your questions or requests as clear and specific as possible.  I will respond to emails within 24 hours.  
Academic Integrity

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.  Any academic integrity violation in this course will be met with the full force of the policy.

The Writing Center
3211 MHRA

Students who choose to write papers for this course are strongly encouraged to make use of the University Writing Center.  Working with their consultants will improve your performance (and thus your grade) and enhance your benefits from this course.  Their website is also especially helpful and includes numerous handouts and quick reference guides.     http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter/  
The Learning Assistance Center 

The Learning Assistance Center offers free services to the entire UNCG undergraduate community and is located in McIver Hall, rooms 101-104, and 150. For help with study skills, contact Erin Farrior, Academic Skills specialist. Telephone: 334-3878; e-mail: lac@uncg.edu.  

Accommodations

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu. 


Class Schedule

Given a title of a chapter, section, or essay, students are expected to read the complete selection only.  For example, “Chapter 4: Language: ‘Metaphor and Simile’ (Norton)” indicates you should read pages 165-182 in the Norton textbook.  You can locate page numbers for such assignments in the table of contents.  Selections labeled (bb) are available either under course documents or ereserve on the Blackboard site for this course.  Given a poet’s name, students are expected to read all poems in the Norton and/or on Blackboard.  Example: “Robert Frost (Norton + bb)” indicates you should read the poems by Robert Frost in the Norton textbook on pages 297, 191, 321, 66, 542, 543 and the poems that appear on Blackboard .   You can locate poems in the Norton by looking up the poet’s last name in the index in the back of the book.

T
Jan
20
First day of class, course introduction

R

22
Poetic Language (handout)

T

27
Chapter 2: Speaker (Norton)

R

29
Chapter 4: Language: “Metaphor and Simile” (Norton)

T
Feb
3
Thomas McLaughlin “Figurative Language” (bb)

R

5
Robert Frost (Norton + bb) 

T

10
Robert Frost “Education by Metaphor” (bb)

R

12
Chapter 7: External Form: “The Sonnet” (Norton)

T

17
Fish “How to Recognize a Poem When You See One” (bb)

R

19
Shelley (Norton) and “A Defense of Poetry” (bb)

T

24
 Chapter 10a: Keats (Norton)

R

26
Burke “Symbolic Action in a Poem by Keats” (bb)

T
Mar
3
Catch up / Review

R

5
Midterm Exam (Exam Option)




Midterm Papers Due (Paper Option)

SPRING BREAK

T

17
Blake (Norton + bb)

R

19
Stevens (Norton+ bb) and “The Necessary Angel” (bb)

T

24
“Haiku” (Norton)

R

26
Eliot (Norton)

T

31
Chapter 12: Harlem Renaissance (Norton)

R
Apr
2
continued

T

7
Bishop (Norton + bb)

R

9
VCM Chapter 13:  Plath (Norton)

T

14
Chapter 10b: Rich (Norton)

R

16
Rich Poetry and Commitment
T

21
Bertolt Brecht (Norton + bb)

R

23
Jorie Graham (Norton + bb)

T

28 
Carolyn Forché (Norton + bb)

R

30
Chris Abani (bb)

T
May
5
Last Day of Class / Review
T
May 12
EXAM: 12–3 or Term Papers Due (at Noon)

This schedule may be altered, with adequate notice, anytime during the semester. You are responsible for keeping up with any changes to this schedule.
