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ENG 106-2: Introduction to Poetry

MHRA 2209     MWF 11-11:50 
Office hours: MWF 12-12:50

	Professor: Tom Christopher

	Contact Information:
Office: McIver 115
Mailbox: 3114 MHRA
	Phone: 334-9846

Email: techris2@uncg.edu


Course Description

Poetry is arguably the oldest form of literature, and humans have never ceased to express their thoughts, feelings and experiences through poems. With a careful balance of engagement, reflection and examination, we will explore what poetry is, its forms and its functions. Our readings will cover a variety of times and places; they are the wheel on which we will shape our skills of reading and analysis. Additional assignments will include weekly mini-assignments, infrequent quizzes, a midterm, a final, one critical essay, and class participation. 
Texts 

The texts below are all required for this class and may be purchased at the campus bookstore or elsewhere. Online booksellers frequently offer discounted rates on their books, so it may be worthwhile to check there. However, “I have ordered my book but have not received it,” is not an excuse for not completing the reading. I have no problems with used books, but it is expected that the student obtain the edition assigned for this course (ISBN below). I will require all references to page numbers to be based upon the class editions.

The Seagull Reader: Poems, 2nd edition, Edited by Joseph Kelly (2005)

W. W. Norton & Company

ISBN: 978-0-393-93093-1

Native Guard, Natasha Trethewey (2006)
Houghton Mifflin Company

ISBN: 0-618-87265-5

Furthermore, in addition to these texts, there will be several works posted onto the Library’s e-reserves or Blackboard (http://blackboard.uncg.edu). It is the student’s responsibility to have an active Novell account, as well as to print out and be familiar with the handouts before the class period in which they are to be discussed. I will make announcements when materials are posted, but also try to check the class site routinely. We will discuss this matter further in class.
Student Learning Goals

By the end of the semester the student will be able to:

· Identify and understand varied characteristics of poetry

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts

· Use the study of poetry to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which poems have been written and interpreted.

Academic Integrity Policy

“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.


On our Blackboard site, I will post a PDF explaining what is meant by plagiarism. Please refer to this document if you are unsure of what constitutes a violation. Ignorance of what constitutes plagiarism is not an acceptable excuse for plagiarism. Academic dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a zero in the assignment. I’m honestly interested in what my students have to say, not what can be found/bought on the internet.
Students at UNCG are required to write and sign the Academic Integrity Pledge on all major work submitted for this course. The pledge reads, "I HAVE ABIDED BY THE UNCG ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY ON THIS ASSIGNMENT.”
Attendance 

Attendance is required for this course. Students are allowed a maximum of four absences without a grade penalty. For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade. Students who miss eight classes will fail the course. If a student is late or leaves class early, it counts as 1/2 an absence. If one has no absences at the end of the semester, the student will receive three extra % points toward his/her final grade. 


The only exceptions to this attendance policy fall under severe circumstances (family emergency, prolonged illnesses, etc.) and are subject to my discretion. For an excused absence, the student could not have possibly come to class and must previously exhibit a good work policy. Appointments scheduled over the class period (doctor’s or otherwise) generally do not count as an excused absence—please discuss the situation with me prior to scheduling the appointment. Any exception must be accompanied with proper documentation. Any work that was missed due to the absence must be made up.
Class Work

A student’s grade for this course will be determined from the following—

	Poetry Short Essay
	20%

	Midterm Examination 
	20%

	Final Examination
	25%

	Miscellanies
	20%

	Class Participation 
	15%


There will be one Short Essay assigned during the semester. I will schedule ample time to develop and write the paper. This paper will be an opportunity to showcase the student’s understanding of the course material and his/her ability to think critically about our texts. We will discuss this further when the paper is assigned.

There will be one Mid-term Exam and one Final Exam in this course. Each will contain short essay questions, identifying quotes as well as short answer questions. Examples of the examination questions will be furnished before the test. Students will provide their own Blue Books for the examination. We will deal with missed examinations (please don’t do this) on a case-by-case basis.

The Miscellany consist of a variety of different assignments, mini-essays, quizzes, projects, etc that will encourage exploration and interaction with the poems. Some of these are marked on your syllabus, some will take the form of a pop quiz or an in-class assignment. Overall, there will be approximately ten of these assignments. Late miscellany will accrue a half-letter grade per day penalty, beginning immediately after the assignment is turned in. If there is a quiz administered on a day you are absent, you will not be allowed to make it up (excepting documented and excused absences).

Class Participation is defined as not only being present in class, but also being alert, actively part of the discussion, and prepared with all the day’s course material. I.e., if one consistently sleeps through class or neglects bringing the required texts, it will reflect poorly in his/her class participation grade. 

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.
Assignment Details 

Unless otherwise noted, all assignments should follow MLA style of citations and formatting. In short, all typed assignments should be double-spaced, with a size 12 “times” font, and 1-inch margins. The papers are to be stapled (no folded corners stuff) and turned in at the beginning of the class period in which they are due. (For specific MLA guidelines, please visit Purdue University’s MLA cite, http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/)

Late papers will lose a half letter grade for each day they are late, up to a maximum of ten days, after which they will not be accepted at all (and a zero for the assignment will be received). Weekends count.


I will not accept assignments over the internet, through email, as attachments, etc. 

The University Writing Center

The University Writing Center, MHRA 3211, is for any writer at any level who wants some qualified, outside input on any essay for any class. Call for an appointment, 334-3125, or just drop in. However, please note they are trained to aid you with composition, grammar, etc., but do not expect them to simply proofread your paper for you. Budget time to allow for them to actually help you. Dropping in an hour before the paper is due is a not only a sure way to frustrate yourself and the staff, but also ensures very little improvement of your composition.

The Learning Assistance Center

The Learning Assistance Center offers free services to the entire UNCG undergraduate community and is located in McIver Hall, rooms 101-104, and 150. For help with study skills, contact Erin Farrior, Academic Skills specialist. Telephone: 334-3878; e-mail: lac@uncg.edu. 
Email Policy

For this class, I will email your UNCG email account. Be sure that your email account is active and working. Further, this class requires that you regularly check both your email account and our blackboard site for any potential announcements and updates. 


During the week, I will respond to any class-related email within 24hrs. Over the weekend, this period might be a little longer. Please do not panic if I don’t immediately return your email—I will address all emails in a timely manner. If I have not responded to an email within 48 hours, please resend the email.


Please use an appropriate language and tone in all course-related correspondence, including email. Hastily jotted, angrily demanding or otherwise frustrating or confusing emails will reflect poorly on the sender. Similarly, please refrain from using the “high priority” flags for your emails unless it is truly an emergency. 

Laptop Policy

While computer access will be periodically required for this class, the in-class use of a laptop will not be. Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website. Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. One violation means no laptop use.

Cell Phone Policy

Please turn off and put away your cell phones during our class period. If your phone repeatedly disrupts the class (or you are constantly fiddling with the phone), it will negatively affect your class participation grade.

Lectures and Readings

Lectures will not be merely an overview of the assigned readings. Thus, it is important that one comes to class prepared, and a thorough understanding of the readings on the day assigned will be pivotal to success in the class. If a student misses a class, he/she must be sure to catch up the material covered in lecture through a trustworthy classmate or a meeting with me.

Welcome to the Class

Class Schedule

This schedule is a general idea of where we will be during the semester and is subject to change. More updated schedules will be posted to Blackboard throughout the semester.

	Week 1

	Wed. Jan. 21
	First Day of Classes—Introduction to the Course

	Fri. Jan. 23
	Approaching a Poem (Blackboard)

Miscellany: In Other Words

	Week 2 

	Mon. Jan. 26 
	Speaker, Word Choice, and Tone (SR xxiii-xxxi)

Clifton, “homage to my hips” (SR 65)

Owen, “Dulce Et Decorum Est” (SR 234)

Glück, “Mock Orange” (Blackboard)

Last day to Add/Drop

	Wed. Jan. 28
	Poetry in Context: Yusef Komunyakaa (SR 193-194 & 393)

	Fri. Jan. 30
	Dove, “The House Slave” (SR 101)

Miscellany: Don’t Use That Tone with Me

	Week 3

	Mon. Feb. 2
	Sound (Blackboard)

Jarrell, “The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner” (SR 176)

Roethke, “Root Cellar” (SR 268)

HD, “Sea Rose” (Blackboard)

	Wed. Feb. 4
	Poetry in Context: “Beowulf” (Blackboard)

	Fri. Feb. 6
	Plath, “Daddy” (SR 241)

Miscellany: About That Sound

	Week 4

	Mon. Feb. 9
	Image (SR xxxi-xlii)

Forché, “The Colonel” (SR 118)

Pound, “In a Station of the Metro” (SR 251)

Frost, “Mending Wall” (SR 124)

	Wed. Feb. 11
	Poetry in Context: John Donne (SR 93-100 & 383-384)

	Fri. Feb. 13
	Love Poems for the Weekend!

Browning, “43” (SR 47)

Dickinson, “249” (SR 88)

Marvell, “To His Coy Mistress” (SR 220)

And More…(Blackboard)

Miscellany: Do You See What I See?


	Week 5

	Mon. Feb. 16
	Rhythm (SR xlii-xlvi & Blackboard)

Roethke, “My Papa’s Waltz” (SR 269)

Brooks, “We Real Cool” (SR 45)

Frost, “Design” (SR 131)

	Wed. Feb. 18
	Meter Practice Day!

Miscellany: Meter Worksheet 

	Fri. Feb. 20
	Poetry in Context: William Blake (SR 35-40 & 377)

	Week 6

	Mon. Feb. 23
	Line & Stanza (SR xlvi-xlviii & Blackboard)

Stafford, “Traveling through the Dark” (SR 293)

Stevens, “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird” (SR 294)

Miscellany: Playing with the Lines

	Wed. Feb. 25
	Poetry in Context: Emily Dickinson (SR 88-93 & 383)

	Fri. Feb. 27
	Williams, “The Red Wheelbarrow” & “This is Just to Say” (SR 338)

	Week 7

	Mon. Mar. 2
	Poetry in Context: Walt Whitman (SR 325-334 & 407-408)

	Wed. Mar. 4
	Midterm Review

	Fri. Mar. 6
	Midterm

(Remember your Blue Book)

	Week 8

	Mon. Mar. 9-Fri. Mar 13: Spring Break Week—Have fun, be safe!

	Week 9

	Mon. Mar. 16 
	Closed Form: Sonnet (SR l-li)

Millay, “What Lips My Lips Have Kissed” (SR 223)

Shakespeare, “Sonnet 130” (SR 278)

(Tues March 17th last day to Drop Classes)

	Wed. Mar. 18
	Closed Form: Villanelle & Pantoum (Blackboard)

Thomas, “Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night” (SR 313)

Dischell, “She Put on Her Lipstick in the Dark” (Blackboard)

	Fri. Mar. 20
	Bishop, “One Art” (SR 33) 

Miscellany: Form & Function

	Week 10

	Mon. Mar. 23
	Poetry in Context: William Butler Yeats (SR 362-372 & 410)

	Wed. Mar. 25
	Open Form (Blackboard)

Cummings, “Buffalo Bill” & “in Just-“ (SR 78)

Collins, “Picnic, Lightning” & “On Turning Ten” (SR 74)

	Fri. Mar. 27
	Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (SR 109)

Miscellany: The Return of Form and Function


	Week 11

	Mon. Mar. 30
	Poetry in Context: Langston Hughes (SR 172-175 & 390)

	Wed. Apr. 1
	Wright, “A Blessing” (SR 358)

	Fri. Apr. 3
	Poetry in Context: Sylvia Plath (SR 237-244 &399)

	Week 12

	Mon. Apr.  6
	Trethewey, Native Guard, Section I

	Wed. Apr. 8
	Trethewey, Native Guard, Section I

	Fri. Apr. 10
	Spring Holiday

	Week 13

	Mon. Apr. 13
	Trethewey, Native Guard, Section II 

Paper Assigned

	Wed. Apr. 15
	Trethewey, Native Guard, Section II

	Fri. Apr. 17
	Trethewey, Native Guard, Section II

	Week 14

	Mon. Apr. 20
	Trethewey, Native Guard, Section III

	Wed. Apr. 22 
	Trethewey, Native Guard, Section III

	Fri. Apr. 24
	Trethewey, Native Guard, Whole Book Review

	Week 15

	Mon. Apr. 27
	Other Contemporary Voices

Van Jordan (Blackboard)

Papers Due

Miscellany: Pick ‘n Mix

	Wed. Apr. 29
	Duhamel (SR 103 & Blackboard)

	Fri. May 1
	Young (Blackboard)

	Week 16

	Mon. May 4
	Pick ‘n Mix Poems

	Tues. May 5
	Review Day

University follows Friday schedule—Class Will Meet

	Wed. May 6
	Reading Day

	Final Examination

	Wed. May 13
	Final Exam from 8-11 am

(Remember your Blue Book)


