Spring 2009

Introduction to Poetry: English 106-07

Instructor: Kimberly Reigle

MWF 12-12:50

Classroom: Ferguson 251

Office Mailbox: MHRA 3317





Office Hours: MWF 1-2

Office Location: MHRA 3112-E




Additional office hours Office Email: kgreigle@uncg.edu




available by appointment

Office Phone: 334.5837





or chance

Course Description

This is an introductory course in the study and analysis of poetry.  We will study the multiple facets of poetry and poetic analysis through readings, discussion, lecture and writing, focusing on the emotional insight, aesthetic pleasure and cultural value of poetry. The poetry assigned for this course encompasses poems from both American and British authors of varying time periods. 
Texts

Required:
Poems, Poets, Poetry: An Introduction and Anthology by Helen Vendler, Bedford/St. Martin’s Publishing, 2nd edition, 2002, ISBN: 978-0312257064

Strongly Recommended:
Poetry Dictionary by John Drury, Writer’s Digest Books, 2005, ISBN: 9781582973296 
A good Dictionary

Student Learning Goals

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature;

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts;

· Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing;

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted. 

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.  Plagiarized work will receive an F (recorded numerically as a ZERO), you could be reported to the Dean of Students, and you will risk failing the course.  Repeated offenses can cause you to be expelled from the University.  If you have any questions about what plagiarism is, please ask me. I am serious about this – no exceptions!

Attendance

Students are allowed a maximum of four absences without a grade penalty. There are no “excused absences.”  If you are absent, you are absent. 

An exception to the number of allowed absences will only be made in the case of an extreme emergency that extends beyond one or two class periods.  It is the student's responsibility to meet with me during my office hours to provide me with appropriate documentation in a timely manner for the extreme emergency and to discuss with me whether the absence will be excused. 

An absence on the date an assignment is due is not an excuse for missing a deadline. Work missed as a result of an absence cannot be made-up. Additionally, an absence is not an excuse for being unprepared for the next class. You are responsible for determining what you may have missed.

For every absence beyond those allowed, students will be penalized one-half letter grade. Students who miss eight classes will fail the course. Class will not be canceled due to inclement weather unless the University closes by order of the Chancellor. 
Tardiness and Leaving Class Early
A note on tardiness and leaving class early: It’s rude and indicates a lack of regard for this class.  You are allowed three tardies only. All tardies after the first three will be counted as absences. In order to be counted present, make sure to let me know, after class, that you arrived late. Otherwise, I will count you as absent regardless. If you leave class early more than once, it will be counted as an absence.

Papers

Late Papers: Hard copies of papers are due at the start of class on the assigned due date.  I do not accept emailed papers or late papers, except in cases of documented medical or personal emergencies.  Emergencies do not include things such as jury duty, court appearances, doctor’s appointments or minor illnesses.
Formatting: All work completed outside of class (sentences, short assignments and the analysis paper) must be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font, double spaced, with 1 inch margins in MLA formatting. I will not accept hand written work.  Staple your work before class. If you use outside sources for your work, even if you only use a few words of the source, you must cite those sources using MLA format.
Safe Assign: The three short assignments and your longer paper (the poetry analysis) must be submitted electronically trough the safe assign function on Blackboard before you turn in the hard copy. Safe assign is a service that checks papers for plagiarism infractions. I will not grade your paper until it has cleared safe assign; no exceptions (see “Academic Integrity” for penalties).
Resources

Disability Services: Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.

The University Writing Center: The purpose of the Writing Center is to enhance the confidence and competence of student writers by providing free, individual assistance at any stage of any writing project. Staff consultants are experienced writers and alert readers, prepared to offer feedback and suggestions on drafts of papers, help students find answers to their questions about writing, and provide one-on-one instruction as needed. The Writing Center is located in the Moore Humanities and Research Building, room 3211.

The Learning Assistance Center: The Learning Assistance Center offers free services to the entire UNCG undergraduate community and is located in McIver Hall, rooms 101-104, and 150. For help with study skills, contact Erin Farrior, Academic Skills specialist. Telephone: 334-3878; e-mail: lac@uncg.edu. 
Electronic Devices

Cellular Phones, Ipods or other musical devices: Cell phones should be off or silenced during class. Musical devices must be off and stowed. Students who take calls during class, text or listen to music during class will be asked to leave, and you will be counted absent for the day. 

Laptops: Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website.  Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. To be perfectly clear:  one violation means no laptop use.

Communication

E-mail:  The quickest way to reach me beyond my regular office hours is usually by e-mail. E-mail is also how I communicate with you if needed between classes.  I will make every effort to respond to your e-mail message within forty-eight hours. If I have not replied to your message after forty-eight hours, then please re-send the message.
Blackboard:  Our class has a Blackboard site accessible through UNCG’s website. You will need to access to Blackboard for this course.  I post course documents (syllabus, calendar, assignments, etc) on that page.  Due to limits on departmental copying, you are responsible for accessing your assignments and printing them. I will not distribute hard copies of assignment. Frequently there are additional resources posted on Blackboard such as websites relevant to our studies or additional notes. E-Reserve readings are accessed through Blackboard as well.  If there are any changes/announcements, they will be posted to Blackboard.
Grading

Participation: 



10%


Sentences/Quizzes:


20%

Paraphrase Assignment:

10%

Structure/Form Assignment:

10%

Word Choice/Mood Assignment: 
10%

Poetry Analysis Paper:

20%

Final Exam:



20%

Course Requirements
Participation: Class participation is expected and required. Participation does not simply mean that you are sitting in your chair. Participation means that you are both MENTALLY and physically present in the class and prepared for class discussions by completed the assigned reading.  You should make notes on your reading, mark any interesting lines or passages and look up any words you do not know while you read.  Bring your textbook to class each day. Class discussion, which implies speaking during class, is VERY important to your participation grade. A positive attitude is always a plus too. Note: If you are frequently absent, you are not participating.

Sentences/Quizzes:

Quizzes may be given during this course. If it is clear people are not reading the assigned pages, there will be frequent quizzes. When you see *Sentences* on the syllabus, there is a set of sentences due on the poems assigned for the day. For each poem, you must write a sentence about what you see in the poem—what you think is happening? I will discuss this further in class and give you examples. Sentences must be typed, though you may recycle paper if you like by printing your sentences on the back of a used page. I will randomly ask people to read their sentences as part of our class discussion, so be prepared.
Paraphrase, Structure/Form and Word Choice/Mood Assignments: These short writing assignments will ask you to apply the concepts you learn in class.  I will go over these assignments in class on the dates noted on our course calendar, and the assignments will be posted on Blackboard. If you want a hard copy of these assignments, you must print them from Blackboard.
Poetry Analysis Paper: The poetry analysis paper is a longer paper that asks you to synthesize the information you have learned about poetry and apply that information to a poem.  Again, more details about this assignment will be given later, and the assignments will be posted on Blackboard, which you may print if needed.
Final Exam: There is no midterm for this course, only a final exam.  The final exam will cover materials from the semester.  You can expect a poetry analysis to be part of the final examination.

Course Calendar—this calendar is subject to change at any time at the discretion of the instructor.
The Poem as Life

F 1/23: “The Private Life”—Vendler 3-8, Syllabus QUIZ

M 1/26: “The Public Life”—Vendler 8-11 *Sentences*

W 1/28: “Nature and Time”—Vendler 11-14 *Sentences*

F 1/30: Paraphrase assignment given
M 2/2: “Reading Other Poems” *Sentences*



Milton:, “On the Late Massacre in Piedmont;”  Hughes, “Theme for English B;” Plath, “Daddy” (Vendler 17, 19-20, 21-23) 

The Poem as Arranged Life

W 2/4: “The Private Life”—Vendler 27-47

F 2/6: “The Public Life”—Vendler 47-53, Paraphrase assignment due
M 2/9: “Nature and Time”—Vendler 53-61 
W 2/11: “Reading Other Poems” *Sentences*



Donne, “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning;” Herrick, “Upon Julia’s Clothes;” Herbert, “Love III;” Atwood, “Footnote to the Amnesty Report on Torture” (Vendler 65-66, 66, 66-67, 69-71)

Poems as Pleasure

F 2/13: “Rhythm”—E-reserve Furniss and Bath, Vendler 73-78



*Sentences* Blake, “The Sick Rose;” Roethke, “My Papa’s Waltz,” (Vendler 98, 104) 
M 2/16: “Rhyme and Structure”—Vendler 79-87 


*Sentences* Shakespeare, “Sonnet 130;” Hopkins, “Pied Beauty” (Vendler 97, 98)

W 2/18: “Images”—Vendler 88-89



*Sentences* Frost, “After Apple-Picking” and “Unharvested;” Lawrence, “Snake” (Vendler 100-101, 101-103)

F 2/20: “Argument”—Vendler 89-91



*Sentences* Herrick, “To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time” (Vendler 98)



Do sentences for Raleigh and Marlowe poems too

M 2/23: “Poignancy,” “Wisdom,” and “A New Language”—Vendler 91-95 



*Sentences* Hardy, “The Darkling Thrush;” Walcott, “The Season of Phantasmal Peace;” Alexander, “Nineteen” (Vendler 99-100, 105, 106) Structure Assignment Due

Describing Poems

W 2/25: “Poetic Kinds” (Narrative versus Lyric & Classifying Lyric Poems)—Vendler 107-114



*Sentences* Marvell, “The Garden;” Bradstreet, “To My Dear Loving Husband” (Vendler 137-139, 140)

F 2/27: “Poetic Kinds” (Speech Acts & Structural Form)—Vendler 114-125 Structure/Form Assignment given



*Sentences* Pound, “The River-Merchant’s Wife: A Letter;” Graham, “San Sepolcro;” Alexie, “Evolution” (Vendler 145-146, 147-148, 149)

M 3/2:  “Exploring a Poem”—Vendler 125-134



*Sentences* Milton, “When I Consider How My Light Is Spent;” Keats, “Ode to a Nightingale;” Frost, “Mending Wall” (Vendler 139, 140-142, 144-145)

W 3/4: “Reading Other Poems” *Sentences*



Herbert, “Easter Wings;” Arnold, “Dover Beach;” (Vendler 136-137, 143)

F 3/6: Structure/Form Assignment Due, Poetry Analysis Paper Assigned (Vendler 311-328)

W 3/9 through F 3/13: Spring Break

The Play of Language

M 3/16: In Class Exercise: The Importance of Word Choice Word Choice/Tone Assignment given

T 3/17: Last day to drop a course without academic penalty

W 3/18: “The Play of Language”—Vendler 151-157



*Sentences* Donne, “Holy Sonnet 14;” “Cervantes, “Poema para los Californios Muertos” (Vendler 167, 174-175)

F 3/20: “The Play of Language”—Vendler 158-165



*Sentences* Keats, “To Autumn;” Cummings, “r-p-o-p-h-e-s-s-a-g-r” (Vendler 167-168, 173)

M 3/23: “Reading Other Poems” *Sentences* Word Choice/Tone Assignment Due


Browning, “My Last Duchess;” Reed, “Naming of Parts;” H.D., “Oread” (Vendler 168-170, 170-171, 172)

Constructing a Self

W 3/25: “Constructing a Self”—Vendler 177-186



*Sentences* Dickinson, “I’m Nobody! Who are You?;” Whitman, “I Saw in Louisiana a Live-Oak Growing;” Sexton, “Her Kind” (Vendler 198, 198, 209)

F 3/27: “Constructing a Self”—Vendler 186-194



*Sentences* Yeats, “An Irish Airman Foresees His Death;” Hardy, “The Ruined Maid;” Williams, “To Elsie” (Vendler 198-199, 199-200, 204-205)

M 3/30 “Reading Other Poems” *Sentences*



Eliot, “The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock;” Kenyon, “Otherwise” (Vendler 200-203, 210-211)

Poetry and Social Identity

W 4/1: “Poetry and Social Identity”—Vendler 213-227



*Sentences* Nashe, “A Litany in Time of Plague;” Blake, “The Little Black Boy;” Plath, “The Applicant” (Vendler 229-230, 231-232, 234-235)

F 4/3: “Reading Other Poems” *Sentences*



Mura, “An Argument: On 1942;” Dove, “Wingfoot Lake;” Taylor, “The Way Back” (Vendler 235, 235-236, 237-239) Poetry Analysis Paper Due
Constructing a Self and Social Identity: Sherman Alexie

M 4/6: Sherman Alexie poems Vol. 1 (on E-Reserve under “Alexie Vol 1)

W 4/8: Sherman Alexie poems Vol 2 (on E-Reserve under “Alexie Vol 2)

F 4/10 No Class, Easter Holiday

M 4/13: Poetry in Film: The Business of Fancy Dancing

W 4/15: Poetry in Film: The Business of Fancy Dancing
History and Regionality

F 4/17: “History”—Vendler 241-250



*Sentences* Keats, “Ode on a Grecian Urn;” Lowell, “For the Union Dead;” Martinez, “History as a Second Language” (Vendler 263-264, 268-270, 281-282), 

M 4/20: “Regionality”—Vendler 250-255



*Sentences* Coleridge, “Kubla Khan;” Stevens, “Anecdote of the Jar;” Graham, “What the End is For” (258-259, 267-268, 276-278)
History and Regionality Case Study: Constructing Irishness

W 4/22: W. B. Yeats—“Easter 1916” (Vendler 265-267), “The Lake Isle of Innisfree” (Vendler 654), “Parnell’s Funeral (E-reserve) *Sentences*

F 4/24: Seamus Heaney—“Bogland” (Vendler 495-496) and “Digger, “Midnight,” “Casualty” (on E-reserve) *Sentences*

M 4/27: Eaven Boland—“That the Science of Cartography is Limited,” “In Which the Ancient History I Learn is not my Own,” “The Harbour” (all on E-reserve) *Sentences* 

W 4/29: Finish Irish poets, Mother Ireland (film)

Attitudes, Values, Judgments

F 5/1: “Attitudes, Values, Judgments—Vendler 283-292



*Sentences* Jonson, “Still to be Neat;” Wheatley, “On Being Brought from Africa to America;” Whitman, “When I Heard the Leran’d Astronomer;” Ginsberg, “Sunflower Sutra” (Vendler 299, 300, 301, 302-304)

M 5/4: “Reading other Poems” *Sentences*



Milton, “Lycidas;” Dove, “Parsley” (Vendler 294-299, 305-307)

T 5/5: Final Exam Review

Final Exam: Friday, May 8  12-3pm
A+100-97	C 76-73 


A 96-93	C- 72-70	


A- 92-90	D+ 69-67


B+ 89-87	D 66-63


B 86-83	D- 62-60


     B- 82-80	F 59 & below


    C+ 79-77	








