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World Literature in English: Issues in Exile and Diaspora
Course description: In this class, we will be reading novels, short stories and poems in English by writers from all over the world.   Our special emphasis will be on narratives of diaspora and how the struggles and conflicts of peoples in the diaspora(s) are represented in writing.  The term “diaspora,” (from Greek) means “to disperse.”  In light of the legacy ofslavery, state-sponsored violence and oppression, human rights discourse, globalization and neo-colonialism, what does it mean to be a member of or live in diaspora?  What are the implications of diaspora for those within and those without and who determines those conditions? These and other pertinent questions will often guide our class discussions and assignments.    

Assigned texts:

Nervous Conditions, Tsitsi Dangarembga, ISBN: 9780954702335
The Dew Breaker, Edwidge Danticat, ISBN: 1400034299
Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, Junot Diaz, ISBN: 9781594489587
The God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy, ISBN 0-06-097749-3
Several articles/short stories/poems on BlackBoard (you will have to print these works and bring them to class on the day they are due for discussion) 
Required Materials:  
1. notebook, novel/story/poem and pen in class every day

2. reading journal (this should be a separate notebook from your “notes” notebook; you will be expected to write in it after every reading assignment)  

3. online and print access (available in library or computer labs on campus)

4. BlackBoard account (http://blackboard.uncg.edu) 

5. Stapler (all papers more than one page in length should be stapled)

Learning Goals:

In this class students will learn to:

· Identify and understand varied characteristics of literature

· Apply techniques of literary analysis to texts 

· Use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing

· Demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted



                    
Grades will be calculated as follows:

· Class participation (includes attendance)—15%: Class participation requires active listening, reading, writing and speaking in the classroom as well as visible effort in your group projects and regular on-time attendance at class and conferences.  See attendance and lateness rules below.

· Reading quizzes 15%: I will give reading quizzes once a week, but the days (Monday, Wednesday or Friday) will vary.  Quizzes will typically contain 5 questions about the reading due for that day.  

· Mid-term Exam 15%: In-class essay exam.  Details TBA.

· Reading Journals 15%: You will write 1-2 page journal entries for each reading assignment.  These entries will be graded based on level of detail, critical thinking and issue exploration.  We will talk more about these in class.  

· Analytical Essay 20%: You will write one analytical essay about the texts we read and/or films we watch in class—details TBA.      
· Final Exam 20%: The final exam will likely be a combination of multiple-choice and essay questions.   
Class rules:

Please note that there are absolutely NO exceptions to these rules.  My attendance and lateness policy is non-negotiable.  

· Frequent lateness or absence is unacceptable.  Students who are absent more than four times in the semester will lose a letter grade for each additional absence, without exception.  Students who are absent eight times or more will automatically fail the entire course (except in the case of a serious and verifiable emergency). In the case of such emergency, the student is responsible for providing documentation for the absence AND discussing with me whether or not it will be excused.  Attendance at a scheduled conference is just as important as attendance in class, therefore, missing a conference will count as an absence from class. 

· Students who are late seven or more times (even if only five minutes) will lose a letter grade.   For the purposes of this class, the classroom clock time will be our guide.  If your cell phone or watch does not match the classroom clock time: SYNCHRONIZE.   

· All assignments for this class must meet the guidelines provided on the assignment sheet.  

· All written assignments for this class must be submitted in hard copy on the day they are due.  If you are absent on a “paper due” day, you must either give the paper to a friend to deliver to my office or give the paper to a classmate to give to me in class.  I do not accept assignments via email; if you email me a paper on the due date, it will be considered late and points will be deducted until you turn in a hard copy the next time you come to class.

· Late papers will lose 1/3 of a letter grade for each class day they are late.  This means that an “A” paper submitted on Wednesday when it was due on Monday will only earn an   “A-“.  

· Absolutely no cell phones, ipods, gameboys, blackberries, iphones, etc. in class.  Ringing cell phones may be confiscated!
· Laptops may be used in class only by students having a special need for purposes of note-taking or other classroom activities.  Students with such a need should make specific arrangements with me.  No student may use a laptop in class without prior arrangement!  
· Plagiarism is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: copying from any previously written work without citing the source, paraphrasing without citing the source, or simply submitting other people’s work as your own.  Plagiarism will result in an “F” for the assignment, which will probably greatly lower your grade in the course. In addition to the “F” grade, further disciplinary action may be taken by university officials.  See the University Academic Integrity Policy below for further information.

Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty.  If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty.  Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy.  To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/.  I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity policy.    

The Office of Disability Services: Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible.  If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made.  The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open from 8am to 5pm, Monday-Friday.  Telephone: 334-5440; email: ods@uncg.edu.

Additional Resources
The University Writing Center, MHRA 3211: The purpose of the Writing Center is to enhance the confidence and competence of student writers by providing free, individual assistance at any stage of any writing project.  Staff consultants are experienced writers and alert readers, prepared to offer feedback and suggestions on drafts of papers, help students find answers to their questions about writing, and provide one-on-one instruction as needed.  I strongly encourage students to visit the WC at least once throughout the semester with an assignment or paper.  

The Learning Assistance Center: The Learning Assistance Center offers free services to the entire UNCG undergraduate community and is located in McIver Hall, rooms 101-104, and 150.  For help with study skills, contact Erin Farrior, Academic Skills specialist.  Telephone: 334-3878, e-mail: lac@uncg.edu.  

Class Schedule

Please note that this schedule is subject to change throughout the semester.  No changes will be made without at least one class day of prior notice, but those of you who miss class must contact me about assignment changes.  

	Date
	In-Class
	Assignments Due

	1/21/09
	Introduction and Syllabus review
	

	1/23/09
	Introduction to Literary Analysis and “What is World Literature?” 
	

	1/26/09
	Discuss Wainaina’s “How to Write about Africa” and Appiah’s “The Shattered Mirror”
	

	1/28/09
	Nervous Conditions, Chapters 1-2
	

	1/30/09
	NC, Chapters 3-4
	

	2/2/09
	NC, Chapters 5-6
	

	2/4/09
	NC, Chapter 7
	

	2/6/09
	NC, Chapter 8
	

	2/9/09
	NC, Chapter 9 and Interview with the Author
	

	2/11/09
	The Dew Breaker, “The Book of the Dead”
	

	2/13/09
	DB, “Seven” and “Water Child”
	

	2/16/09
	DB, “The Book of Miracles”
	

	2/18/09
	DB, “Night Talkers” and “The Bridal Seamstress”
	

	2/20/09
	DB, “Monkey Tails” and “The Funeral Singer”
	

	2/23-2/27
	RESEARCH/LIBRARY WEEK: Meet in the library, Details TBA
	

	3/2/09
	DB, “The Dew Breaker”
	

	3/4/09
	“How to Tame a Wild Tongue” (BB)
	

	3/6/09
	“The Caribbean” (BB)
	Reading Journals due

	3/9-3/12
	NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK
	

	3/16/09
	MIDTERM EXAM
	

	3/18/09
	The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, Intro-“Oscar is Brave” end p. 33
	

	3/20/09
	BWL, “Oscar Comes Close”-Chapter 2 (end p. 75)
	

	3/23/09
	BWL, Chapter 3-“Amor” (end p. 113)
	

	3/25/09
	BWL, “El Hollywood”-“La Inca, the Divine” (end p. 145)
	

	3/27/09
	BWL, “Choice and Consequences”-Chapter 4 (end p. 201)
	

	3/30/09
	BWL, Part II-“Abelard in Chains” (end p. 246)
	

	4/1/09
	Research paper discussion
	Prospectus & Annotated Bibliography due

	4/3/09
	BWL, “The Sentence”-“Oscar Takes a Vacation” (end p. 272)
	

	4/6/09
	BWL, Finish
	

	4/8/09
	Writing Workshop
	Bring draft of research paper

	4/10/09
	NO CLASS: UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY
	

	4/13/09
	The God of Small Things, Chapter 1
	

	4/15/09
	TGST, Chapter 2
	

	4/17/09
	TGST, ch. 3 & 4
	

	4/20/09
	TGST,  ch. 5 & 6
	FINAL PAPERS DUE

	4/22/09
	TGST,  ch. 7- 9
	

	4/24/09
	TGST, ch. 10 & 11 
	

	4/27/09
	TGST, ch. 12 & 13
	

	4/29/09
	TGST,  ch. 14-17
	

	5/1/09
	TGST, ch. 18-21
	Reading Journals Due

	5/4/09
	Final Review
	

	5/5/09**
	Final Review

Last Day of Classes: University follows Friday schedule (even though it’s a Tuesday)
	

	5/8/09
	FINAL EXAM 8:00-11:00am
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