English 212

226 Moore, 

Tuesdays / Thursdays 2:00-3:15

British Literature from 1790 to the Present

Mary Ellis Gibson

3115 MMHRA

334-3973, megibson@uncg.edu
Office hours: Tuesdays 3:30-5, Thurs, 12:30-2 and by appointment. Please make appointment in advance by email whenever possible.

The purpose of this course is to acquaint you with significant works of British and post-colonial literature which you may not have read, to help you develop your abilities as a reader and a writer, and to open questions about the relationships among literature, language and culture.  A central question in this course is the status/place/readership of the printed book and the relationship of various print technologies to what counts as reading. What is a book? How does the answer to this question change over time? Why should that matter and to whom?

Objectives: We will think about how our critical frameworks and assumptions—the kinds of questions we’ve learned to ask—shape our understanding of what literature is and what it means. The course will encourage you to ask what assumptions you make when you read and to understand what those assumptions might mean for reading books and other cultural artifacts (movies, tv, advertising, etc.) beyond this course.  And of course, I hope we’ll have some fun talking, writing, seeing how or whether the experiences of the last two centuries are anything like our own.

1.  Class attendance and participation.  More than three absences will negatively affect your grade (i.e. each additional absence will drop your final letter grade by ½ a grade, so a final B+ average will become a B and so forth).  We will write in class often and do various kinds of work in pairs or groups.  If you miss these activities, you will miss a significant part of the class and will find the work much more difficult and much less fun.  Participation, of course, means no cell phones, texting, chatting, gaming, sleeping or eating, etc. during class (if you have a health issues that means you need a snack during class, let me know). If you arrive after the roll is called, you’re absent.  5%  

2.  Blackboard posts: a minimum of ten posts over the course of the semester; each post should be completed between the time it is posted on Thursday and the beginning of Tuesday’s class. To count as a post, your contribution should be a minimum of 250 words.  Each Thursday I will start a new discussion forum on Blackboard.  You may post a reply to that discussion question or to the thread as continued by others.  No posts will be allowed after the beginning of Tuesday’s class. The discussion questions are crucial to the success of our class, getting the ball rolling for the week before you arrive at the door. To receive credit for the posts you must do 10 posts that meet the minimum word requirement. Any fewer than 10 posts will result in no credit, that is a 0 (zero), for this portion of the course. If you do take the post seriously on the other hand, you will receive full credit for them. I have set up Blackboard so that it will NOT allow you to post retroactively. Don’t even think about it. 20%.

3. Three exams. The first exam will have a take-home essay, the second an in-class essay. All three will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions, primarily identification of important passages from the works we have read or important literary terms.  I will provide study sheets for each exam. Each exam will count as 25% of your final grade. 

4. If you aren’t doing the reading and the posts—as a group—and this becomes evident in our class discussions, I will institute pop quizzes. They will be factored into the course grade as part of the final exam grade.  I will provide details as necessary. But don’t make me do this—discussing the reading is much more fun for all of us than taking quizzes. This means using the material provided through links on Blackboard—texts not available in the inexpensive books you are purchasing for this class.

5.  It goes without saying—but I am saying it—that you’re expected to do all your own work.  You may collaborate and study together, of course, and I encourage it. But please don’t cut and paste from the web, or copy each other’s work, cheat on exams, or plagiarize in any other way.  

Obviously, all work for theses assignments shall adhere to the academic code of conduct and shall be free of plagiarism (see Undergraduate Bulletin for detailed policy; general guidelines for citation are spelled out in the Chicago Manual of Style and the MLA Handbook available online from our librarary at http://library.uncg.edu/depts/ref/qil/styles.asp). We will discuss the importance of appropriate citations; any questions should be directed to the instructor asap. The penalties for plagiarism, for other forms of violation of the code of conduct, and for double submitting work range from an F for the work in question, to an F for the course, to honor court proceedings and expulsion from the University.

If you come to class regularly, do all the posts after doing the assigned reading, and engage with the material, you will do well in this course, and I will be happy to help you succeed in any way I can. Survey courses are difficult, particularly in English, as we cover much material (think of it as the calculus of the humanities), but they are fun if you keep up with the work.

Readings:

Jan. 20

Introduction

Jan. 22

Robert Burns: 

http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poet/42.html
Read “Afton Water,” “Coming through the Rye,” “For a’ That and a’ That,” “It was a’ for our Rightful King,” “Scots Wha Hae,” “To a Mouse,” and “Ye Flowery Banks”

Jan. 27

William Wordsworth, Preface to the 1800 Edition of Lyrical Ballads, 
 http://www.bartleby.com/39/3 

Excerpt from The Prelude: Book I, Childhood and School-time

http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poem/2358.html6.html
“We are Seven,” in Appelbaum, p. 23.

See full text of Lyrical Ballads, at rpo

http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poem/529.html
or at Romantic Circles, http://www.rc.umd.edu/editions/LB/readtxts.html
Jan. 29-Feb. 3


Wordsworth, all selections in Appelbaum, pp. 23-59


Focus special attention on “Tintern Abbey” for Jan. 29


and explore the website below. Take the quiz!


http://www.thetalisman.org.uk/tintern/index.htm
Feb. 10-12 
William and Dorothy Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Read “This Lime-Tree Bower My Prison,” “Frost at Midnight,” “Kubla Khan,” “Dejection: An Ode,” and “The Pains of Sleep” 


Read a passage from Dorothy Wordworth’s Grasmere Journal at 

http://www.rc.umd.edu/rchs/reader/dwdaff.html
and have a look at the Lake District of England on the Victorian Web

http://www.victorianweb.org/places/lakedistrict/index.html

Feb. 12
Coleridge, “Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” read text in Appelbaum and read introductory note on rpo website

http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poem/530.html

Feb. 17-19
John Keats, read poems in Appelbaum, pages 205-230

Reread “Ode on a Grecian Urn” and “Ode to a Nightingale” with their notes on the rpo website

http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poet/180.html
and view the original manuscript at

http://englishhistory.net/keats/manuscripts.html
Take home questions for first exam distributed.

Feb. 24
Review for first exam, discuss take home questions

Feb. 26
First exam.

Mar. 3-5
Wuthering Heights, read first half for Tues. / second half for Thurs.

Mar. 17
Critical essays on Wuthering Heights
Mar. 19
No class. Independent reading and research for second exam take home question.

Mar. 24
Introduction to the Victorian period. Read Elizabeth Barrett Browning, all poems in Negri. Visit the Victorian Web.  Explore five or more sections of the site under Social History and five additional subtopics.


http://www.victorianweb.org/

Mar.  26
Robert Browning. Read poems in Negri, pp. 49-82.


Look at Glen Everett’s hypermedia edition of “Andrea del Sarto”


http://faculty.stonehill.edu/geverett/rb/sarto.htm
Mar. 31
Second exam.

April 2
Alfred Tennyson, read poems in Negri, 1-39. 

Apr. 7-9
James Joyce, Dubliners
April. 14-16
W. B. Yeats, ‘Easter 1916’ and Other Poems selection tba


Listen to Yeats himself reading at this link


http://www.poetryarchive.org/poetryarchive/singlePoet.do?poetId=1688#
Apr. 21
Robert Young, Postcolonialism: A Very Short Introduction, selections tba

Apr. 23-28
Amitav Ghosh, The Shadow Lines
Apr. 30
Third exam

Texts:

The texts for class are partly available on line.  I will specify which of these you need to copy and print out for use in class. You should print out and bring to class the Burns poems, Wordsworth’s Preface to Lyrical Ballads and the brief selection from The Prelude. You should also print out or take notes on the introduction to the “Rime of the Ancient Mariner.” 

Required books are as follows:

Appelbaum, An Anthology of English Romantic Poetry

Negri, An Anthology of English Victorian Poetry

W. B. Yeats, ‘Easter 1916’ and other Poems

Joyce, Dubliners
Young, Post-colonialism: A Very Short Introduction
Ghosh, The Shadow Lines

All the above books are very inexpensive.  I expect you to bring these books or an equivalent book from the library to class.  You will be asked to produce your text as well as to sign the role at the beginning of every class; having a usuable text in class is just as important as being physically present. You may use library editions of these books or writers of course.  If you need help locating the readings in books in Jackson Library, consult a reference librarian. They are very nice, to a person, and they are there to help you.

