Spring Semester - 2009

English 219 -01

Journalism I: Fundamentals of News Writing

Instructor: Stan Swofford

Phone: 273.1408; 430.7587 (cell) 

Email: sswofford@triad.rr.com
Class Site: Eberhart 160

Time: 6 p.m. – 8:50 p.m. - Tuesdays

SCHEDULE

January 20



Introduction to news writing; Ingredients of news

January 27



Ingredients of news; Summary leads; chs. 1, 2, 3, 4; 





Summary lead writing in class

February 3



Summary leads cont.; special leads; ch. 8; Lead 





writing in class

February 10



Story organization and development; Quotations 





and attribution; chs. 5, 6, 7; News writing in class

February 17



Art of the interview; Features, profiles; chs. 10, 9; 





In-class profile interviews

February 24



Feature writing, cont.; Feature interviews on Tate 





Street; Profile story due 

March 3



Textbook and lecture test; Tate Street feature due

SPRING BREAK

March 17                                             Beat reporting; Cops, Courts, Government, Politics; 




chs. 19, 20, 21, 22; News writing in class;

March 24



Speeches, Press Conferences, Releases, ch. 14;         




Friends of the Library speech                                                                                                                   

March 31                                             News writing in class; Speech story due

April 7



            Surveys; Polls; "People on the Street" survey 





interviews

April 14



Weather and Disasters; ch. 15; News writing in 





class; Survey stories due.

April 21                                               Enterprise and investigative reporting; ch. 24; News 




writing in class

April 28



Ethics, the press and the law; chs. 26, 27; News 





writing in class; Last day for late papers 

May 12                                                Final exam  

TEXT:


Itule/Anderson, “News Writing and Reporting for Today’s Media” 



(7th Edition, 2007), McGraw Hill, ISBN 0072981091

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is a writing intensive course with an emphasis on basic news writing and reporting. Students will be required to write almost every class period as they learn how to identify, focus and build on the key elements of a newspaper story. You may be asked to write one- or two-paragraph “briefs,” and to produce in class a quick six-to-eight-paragraph story about an on-campus mugging or a robbery of the local convenience store. You will be assigned more lengthy stories to report and write outside class. You may be asked to research and write on a local political race and/or produce a profile of a campus leader, professor or administrator. You’ll write about serious issues and lighthearted slices of life. This course is a prerequisite to all upper level journalism courses.

STUDENT LEARNING GOALS

At the completion of this course the student will be able to:

1.  Write clear, succinct and thorough newspaper stories, including spot or breaking news, 

features, and in-depth, explanatory articles.

2.  Collect and develop information by a mastery of reporting techniques and the art of the interview.

3.  Appreciate and understand the importance of a free, vigorous, and vigilant press in a democratic society

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
 “Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy).

To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.

Recommended grade-related sanctions -- which the instructor has the discretion to assign -- for violations such as cheating, plagiarism, falsifying information, or facilitating academic dishonesty, range from repeating an assignment or test to receiving a failing grade for the course. Suspension or expulsion may be required in some instances.

ATTENDANCE POLICY
One unexcused absence is permitted; however, you are expected to hand in assignments when they are due. Late papers will be penalized a letter grade. Reporters have deadlines, and so do you. Two unexcused absences will place you in jeopardy of failing the course.

GRADE EVALUATION
Numerical grades will be given for in-class deadline writing and for stories to be researched and written outside class, and also for occasional pop quizzes on current events (READ THE NEWSPAPER!), lecture and textbook material. You will be graded on your mastery of various styles of news writing, such as the inverted pyramid and the narrative, and your ability to write clearly and succinctly with attention to detail. Eight assigned stories, each worth 9.375 percent, will account for 75 percent of your final grade; the mid-term text/lecture test and the final exam will each account for 10 percent; and the pop quizzes will account for 5 percent.

THE OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES
 Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.

