Shelby Smoak
English 251-02 Major American Authors: Colonial to Romantic

Spring 2009 TR 2:00-3:15 (MHRA 1214)
Office:  McIver 114; hours TR 9:30-10:50; phone 334-9846
Required Texts:
Nina Baym (ed.).  The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Shorter Seventh Edition, Volume 1:  Beginnings to 1865 (ISBN:  978-0-393-93056-6)
Student Learning Goals  

In this course, students will consider important questions about the development of American literature.  By the end of the semester, students will be able to 

· describe the historical and cultural contexts in which pre-1865 American literature has been produced by diverse groups of people;

· discuss how literary texts intervened in important political and cultural debates;

· speak and write knowledgably about the different genres used by early writers (such as sermons, captivity narratives, histories, and conversion narratives) as well as more familiar genres such as poetry and fiction;

· explain how aesthetic values changed from the period of settlement through the nineteenth century.  

Course Description:

This course aims to offer students a survey of a diversity of American works from the European/colonial period through the Romantic period, which concludes with the end of the Civil War and the start of Reconstruction.  In order to understand this early period of American literature, readings will vary from the more predictable fiction and poetry to the equally important, but often overlooked, letters, autobiographies, polemics, sermons, and speeches of this period.  These readings will offer insight into America’s uncertain beginnings:  its wild and unexplored topography; its conflict with Native Americans and with Europe; its democratic fumblings; its struggle with slavery; and its clash of ideals between a varied population of readers, writers, and thinkers.  Admittedly, the literature of early America blurs the line between “literature” as we often conceive it and history, and certainly this will become one of our many questions of pursuit.  Another point of inquiry will concern the myth of America; that is, we will ask how American literature informs and/or rubs up against the myth of America as a land of liberty, hope, and “the pursuit of happiness.”  The literature of early America offers an endless forum into these questions that we often find being batted about today.
What Can You Expect in this 200-level course?
(1) You can expect more reading than at the 100-level.  Given that this is a survey course and in order to fully comprehend this period of American literature, it is necessary to introduce you to a variety of texts.  Be sure that you have allotted adequate time with your other courses and with your other activities (job, family, loved ones, friends) to accommodate the reading for this course.

(2) You can expect to be especially active in class discussions.  This is a discussion-oriented course, and it is unacceptable to sit back on cruise-control for our survey of American literature.  You have a responsibility to speak as well as listen.  Therefore, you will be expected to participate on a daily basis.

How Will My Grade be Determined?
Your grade will be broken down into the following weighted assignments:

(1) Mid-Term Exam (15%):  This exam will cover material from the beginning of the course until the exam.

(2) Final Exam (25%):  This exam will be comprehensive and cover material from the full course with a slightly heavier focus on material covered after the Mid-Term.

(3) American Literature Research Based Paper (30%): This will be an extended response to a reading (or readings) of your choosing, and it will be supported by outside research. Here, you must demonstrate an ability to interpret and analyze a work of American literature.  While you are required to use research, the assignment yet aims to see how you understand a work. Due date is last day of official class: Thurs. April 30th.

(4) Discussion Leader (5%):  On your assigned day, you will be leading the class in the discussion of a particular text.  This will require extra preparation on your part.

(5) Class Participation (10%):  This will be a grade given on your participation in the class discussions.  Please understand this is not an “easy A,” for you MUST contribute to class discussions on a frequent basis to earn your A.  Failure to regularly participate WILL RESULT in a lower grade.

(6) Daily Quizzes (15%):  These will be short, multiple choice questions based on the readings.

MISC.

· LATE WORK WILL DOCKED A LETTER GRADE PER CLASS DAY THAT IT IS LATE!   If you are suddenly ill the day of a turn in, you must find a way to turn in your work via another student or contact me before class ends.  Quizzes cannot be made up; in case of excused absences (with proof—doctor’s note, etc.), quizzes won’t be held against you).  In addition, the two lowest will be automatically dropped. No work will be accepted via email.  All work must be turned in hardcopy with the appropriate materials. Until I have your hardcopy assignment in my hand, it will be considered not turned in.

· I expect for you to be in class on time.  Three (3) tardies will result in 1 absence.  If you arrive after a quiz has been given, you cannot make up the quiz for that class.

· Several absences will result in failure. (I expect the average student to have no more than three absences in a semester.  That’s a week and a half of class.  At your fourth absence, your final grade will be dropped by a letter grade per absence; thus at 4 absences you cannot make higher than “B”; at 5 “C”; at 6 “D”; and at 7 I will fail you. Your presence in class is demanded.)

· No cell phones, iPods, or any other distracting, beeping, telecommunicating objects.  Texting during class will be held against your class participation grade.  Laptops may be used in class only to take notes pertaining to our class or to view documents on our Blackboard website.  Any student who uses a laptop for any non-classroom activity during class time will not be allowed to use a laptop in class again. To be perfectly clear:  one violation means no laptop use.

· Double space all work, 1 inch margins, and keep the font normal (12pt. Times New Roman).  My sight needs no help.

· Make all your work and your interaction with the class respectful and worthy of a college student.

· Regarding email:  I will make every effort to respond to your e-mail message within forty-eight hours. If I have not replied to your message after forty-eight hours, then please re-send the message.  However, please note that emails sent on Friday afternoon will normally only be read on Monday morning.

· I expect all students to adhere to UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Please understand that if it is discovered, your punishment will be merciless and can result in failure of the course.  (Imagine here that painful parting scene of Braveheart.)  Please read the following to fully understand Plagiarism

Plagiarism may occur on any paper, report, or other work submitted to fulfill course requirements. This includes submitting work done by another, whether a commercial or non-commercial enterprise, including web sites, as one's own work.

Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.
Types and Sanctions

Failure to Cite References 

Intentional or obvious failures to properly cite sources
Recommended sanctions range from requiring the student to re-do the paper to a zero on the paper 

Submitting, as one's own, work done by or copied from another 

Includes work done by a fellow student, work done by a previous student, or work done by anyone other than the student responsible for the assignment.
Recommended sanctions range from F on assignment to a recommendation for expulsion 

· If you have any special learning needs, don’t hesitate to let me know, and I will accommodate your needs as advised by UNCG Disability Services: 334-5440.  Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu
