English 303: Approaches to the Study of Literature
Spring 2009
Dr. Ben Clarke                                                                Monday, Wednesday: 14:00-15:15
Office: MHRA 3108 




    MHRA 3204
Phone: 334-3971

E-mail: b_clarke@uncg.edu
Course Description

This course explores some of the major ideas and theories that have shaped critical practice from the mid-nineteenth century to the present day. It provides an introduction to fields such as psychoanalysis, Marxism, feminism and post-colonialism, and examines some of the ways in which these have informed the response to art and, in particular literature. In so doing, raises questions about the definition of literature, its function, including its political function, and the purpose of literary studies. 

Required Texts

Freud, Sigmund. An Outline of Psycho-Analysis. New York: Norton, 1989.
Leitch, Vincent B. Ed. The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism. New York: 

    Norton, 2001.
Marx, Karl. The Communist Manifesto. New York: Norton, 1988.
I will provide copies of articles not included in this anthology. Students are expected to own and use a guide to composition, grammar and referencing such as Diane Hacker's A Writer's Reference (Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2007)
Assessment

Presentation (including written handout): 10%

Term paper: 30%
Revision: 20%
Final examination: 40%

There will also be periodic in-class writing.
Course Requirements and Policies
You must attend all classes. Missing more than two classes without permission will result in a significant reduction in your final grade. Late arrivals and early departures count as absences. If you are unable to attend class, you must provide a doctor's note or equivalent. 

Your essays should be typed (New Times Roman font 12), double-spaced (with one inch margins), paginated, and headed with your name and the course number. Please use MLA citation. You must keep copies of all your work and notes.
You must hand in all work on the date given on the syllabus. Late work will not be accepted unless a documented emergency prevents you from handing an essay in on time or you have received an extension from me before the assignment is due. I will penalize late papers by one-third of a grade for every day beyond the deadline.
Bigoted and intolerant language and behaviour will not be accepted in the classroom.

Cheating and Plagiarism

Please read the university policies on cheating and plagiarism, which can be found on page 176 of the UNCG Student Calendar and Handbook. Any violation of these policies will be dealt with severely. If you have any questions about cheating or plagiarism, please see me during office hours.

Schedule
Please note that you must read all the introductions to the writers we are studying in the Norton anthology. This will help you to locate each piece of work within its historical and theoretical contexts. 

January 21: Syllabus and course outline
January 26: Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto. (54-75)
January 28: Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto, (75-86) “Preface to A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy (Norton 774-6)
February 2: Sigmund Freud, An Outline of Psycho-Analysis
February 4: Sigmund Freud, An Outline of Psycho-Analysis
February 9: Sigmund Freud, An Outline of Psycho-Analysis
February 11: Terry Eagleton, from Literary Theory: An Introduction (Norton 2240-2249) 
February 16: F. R .Leavis, "Literary Criticism and Philosophy" (handout)
February 18: Virginia Woolf, from A Room of One's Own (Norton 1017-29)
February 23: Simone de Beauvoir, from The Second Sex (Norton 1403-15)
March 2: W. E. B. Du Bois, "Criteria of Negro Art" (Norton 977-87)
March 4: Library session
March 9: Spring Break
March 11: Spring Break

March 16: Zora Neale Hurston, “What White Publishers Won't Print” (Norton 1144-6, 1159-62) & Langston Hughes, "The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain" (Norton 1311-1316)
March 18: Richard Hoggart, "Contemporary Cultural Studies: An Approach to the Study of Literature and Society" (handout)
March 23: George Orwell, "Boys' Weeklies" (handout)
March 25: Roland Barthes, from Mythologies (Norton 1457-65)
March 30: Stuart Hall, "Cultural Studies and Its Theoretical Legacy" (1895-1910). Term paper due.
April 1: Roland Barthes, "The Death of the Author" (Norton 1466-70) & Michel Foucault, "What is an Author?" (Norton 1615-36)

April 6: Michel Foucault, "What is an Author?" cont.
April 8: Hayden White, "The Historical Text as Literary Artefact" (Norton 1709-29)

April 13: Theodor W. Adorno and Max Horkheimer, from “The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception” (Norton 1220-1240)
April 15: Theodor W. Adorno and Max Horkheimer, from “The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception” cont.

April 20: Frantz Fanon, from The Wretched of the Earth (Norton 1575-1593)
April 22: Edward Said, from Orientalism (Norton 1986-2012)
April 27: Annette Kolodny, "Dancing through the Minefield" (Norton 2143-65)

April 29: Judith Butler, from Gender Trouble (Norton 2485-501). Revision due.
May 4: Final examination
