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Course Description:

This course focuses on literature and film from the late 1900s to the present from South Asia, the Caribbean, the Philippines, and Africa.  With various strands of contemporary postcolonial theory to guide us, we will examine the following topics: the rise of colonialism as an economic enterprise; intersection of individual and national identity; intersections of gender, religion, class, and language; the globalization of markets and literary forms; the processes of decolonization, nationalism, and political resistance; and the role of migration, exile, and diaspora.  Throughout our readings, we will attend to the intertwining of capitalist and colonial, postcolonial, and neocolonial histories, particularly as they are expressed in postcolonial literature and film.

Student Learning Outcomes:

*Understanding the historical processes of colonialism, postcolonialism, and globalization

*Analyzing the ways in which literary forms respond to, represent, and speak back to those historical processes

*Developing critical analytical, speaking, reading, and writing skills through class discussion and essay assignments
Expectations:

This course has a seminar format and requires extensive student participation.  You will take turns initiating the discussion for each class period.  Written work includes short, analytical responses to assigned texts as well as a larger analytical paper that asks you to synthesize course material, reflect on your own positions vis à vis the material, and make and defend a critical argument.  The short responses serve as preliminary work for the final paper.

Attendance –  A discussion-based class presents you with an opportunity to be heard through both your oral and written contributions.  The success of this seminar depends on everyone’s participation, and absences hurt the entire class.  Attendance, therefore, is mandatory.  If you miss more than four classes for any reason, your final grade will drop one level (e.g., B to B-) for each additional absence – no exceptions.  It is not possible to make up missed classes with extra work.

Class Discussion – Each of you is required to lead one class discussion.  The purpose of having you lead discussion is to give you more say in how the class is run and what we discuss as well as to develop critical speaking skills.  In planning your discussion, think about what you want everyone to learn.  What can we learn together that will expand or deepen what we learned from reading the material individually?  Once you have defined these goals for yourself, structure your class to meet your goals.  You may wish to plan an activity or do group work in conjunction with a set of questions.  On the day of your discussion, please hand in 1-2 pg. description of your class plan that includes goals, overall strategy, and specific questions or other plans you have for the class.

Writing Assignments – We will be doing both formal and informal writing assignments this semester.  There is a final analytical essay, due at the end of the term.  The final essay will be based upon the assigned texts, however you may develop your own specific topics.  We will discuss this in more detail as the semester progresses.

I will also ask you to prepare typed short responses (approx. 2 pgs) to selected class texts.  I will give you a prompt the class period before.  Think of short responses as a space for you to begin to think and to write critically about the texts.  I am not looking for “proof” that you’ve done the reading; rather I want to see how deeply you can think about certain aspects of the material.  Please note that short responses are required and graded.  They are due at the beginning of the class for which they are assigned, and I will not accept late ones.  If you will be absent when a response is due, you may wish to give your work to a classmate to hand in or put it in my mailbox before class.  I do need a hard copy.

**All written assignments must by typed in standard fonts, double-spaced, with 1” margins all around.  Extensions on the final essay will be granted only in exchange for tremendously well-formed, compelling, and interesting excuses.  Extensions will not be granted for printer problems, disk problems, and other technology-related reasons.  You must request an extension well BEFORE a paper is due.  Late papers drop a full letter grade (e.g., B+ to C+).  Plan ahead!**

Finally, it is sometimes necessary to change the syllabus slightly as the semester progresses (for instance, to change the day a short response is due).  You are responsible for any changes discussed in class.  If you miss class, please be sure to check with your classmates about upcoming assignments.

Grading:

The final grade will be calculated roughly as follows: 40% short responses, 20% class participation (including the grade on the discussion you led); 40% final paper.

Academic Honor Code:  

You are required to sign the Academic Integrity Policy on all papers submitted for the course.  Refer to the UNCG Undergraduate Bulletin.  Plagiarism will result in failure of the class.
Books on Order through the Bookstore:

Conrad, Heart of Darkness (Norton Critical Edition)

Kincaid, A Small Place
Salih, Season of Migration to the North
Vera, Nehanda
Rushdie, Midnight’s Children or Loh, Breaking the Tongue
Hagedorn, Dogeaters
Adiga, The White Tiger
Films (available at the Teaching and Learning Center, or there is always Netflix!):

“Lumumba: Death of a Prophet” – will be shown in class
“The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo”

“Life and Debt”
“Slumdog Millionaire” (if available)
Course Schedule:
T
1/20
Introduction

R
1/22
Key Terms – Colonialism, Postcolonialism, Globalization

T
1/27
Conrad, Heart of Darkness (novella – all)

R
1/22
Heart of Darkness


King Leopold II, “The Sacred Mission of Civilization”



Achebe, “An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness”

T
1/27
“Lumumba: Death of a Prophet” (film) – shown in class
R
1/29
“Lumumba: Death of a Prophet”
T
2/3
“The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo” (film)



**Short Response
R
2/5
Selected poems by Walcott, Brathwaite, Brand (handout)

T
2/10
Selected poems by Walcott, Brathwaite, Brand (handout)

R
2/12
Kincaid, A Small Place
T
2/17
“Life and Debt” (film)

R
2/19
Vera, Nehanda (Ch. 1-16, to pg. 73)

T
2/24
Nehanda (to end)

R
2/26
Salih, Season of Migration to the North (to pg. 87)

T
3/3
Season of Migration to the North (to end)



Spivak on Season of Migration (excerpt from Death of a Discipline) (pdf)



**Short Response
R
3/5
Print Capitalism and the Nation as Imagined Community
SPRING BREAK

T
3/17
Midnight’s Children (Book I) and 

“Commonwealth Literature Does Not Exist” (pdf) 

Or

Loh, Breaking the Tongue (Book I)

R
3/19
Midnight’s Children (up to “Alpha and Omega,” pg. 254)




Or



Breaking the Tongue (Book II)

T
3/24
Midnight’s Children (to end of Book II) and “Errata” (pdf)




Or



Breaking the Tongue (Book III)

R
3/26
Reading Day – no class

T
3/31
Midnight’s Children (to end)




Or



Breaking the Tongue (to end)


**Short Response

R
4/2
Hagedorn, Dogeaters (up to “High Society,” pg 89)

T
4/7
Dogeaters (up to “Dateline: Manila,” pg. 168)
R
4/9
Dogeaters (to end)



**Short Response
T
4/14
Adiga, The White Tiger (to pg. 95)

R
4/16
The White Tiger (to pg. 189)
T
4/21
The White Tiger (to end)



**Optional Short Response
R
4/23
“Slumdog Millionaire” (film – if available)

Brainstorming for final papers

T
4/28
Conferences

R
4/30
Conferences

T
5/5
Hard Copies of Final Papers Due by 5 pm 
