Spring 2009

English 318

 (Advanced Reporting and Writing)

Lecture: 6-8:50 p.m., Thursdays, Room 1207 MHRA. Instructor: Tom Steadman; Phone 336—547-0236; email tsteadman@triad.rr.com
Prerequisite: Successful completion of a course in basic journalism.

Text: Inside Reporting, by Tim Harrower.


Publisher: McGraw-Hill Companies



Pub. Date: July 2006



ISBN-13: 9780073526140

Note: All written work must follow The Associated Press Stylebook format.
The Office of Disability Services

Students with documentation of special needs should arrange to see me about accommodations as soon as possible. If you believe you could benefit from such accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Services on campus before such accommodations can be made. The office is located on the second floor of the Elliott University Center (EUC) in Suite 215, and the office is open 8am to 5pm, Monday - Friday. Telephone: 334-5440; e-mail: ods@uncg.edu.

Course Overview: English 318 is a course designed for advanced students of journalism who have demonstrated a mastery of basic reporting and writing skills. Students will explore a deeper study of specific skills such as interviewing, reporting, writing and editing. Successful completion of this course will be dependent on a student’s ability to produce high-quality journalistic projects approved or assigned by the instructor. 

Student Learning Goals:

* To properly identify worthwhile story topics.    To identify and pursue correct sources for information needed to produce these stories.

* To prioritize and properly order information gathered for these stories.

* To write coherent, organized stories using The Associated Press style guidelines.

* To analyze, revise and rewrite stories to produce a finished, high-quality work of journalism.

REQUIREMENTS Overview:
For this class you will produce four in-depth, written projects on a variety of news topics that display an intensive knowledge of numerous journalism techniques, including interviewing, pre-writing, writing, editing and rewriting. Each project will constitute 20 percent of your final grade; the remaining 20 percent will come from attendance and participation in weekly classes. Making deadlines is necessary; work will not be accepted after the assigned date without specific permission from the instructor. There will be no final exam.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
“Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. Violations include, for example, cheating, plagiarism, misuse of academic resources, falsification, and facilitating academic dishonesty. If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated” (from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy). To ensure that you understand the university’s policy on academic integrity, review the guidelines and list of violations at <http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu>. I expect you to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.

NOTE: Any student who plagiarizes another person's work will receive an F for that assignment, will stand in jeopardy of failing the class, and will be dealt with according to the Academic Integrity Policy. All source materials must be clearly cited in your copy. Work done in conjunction with or done previously for another class will not be accepted.

Attendance policy

Students are expected to attend each class meeting. Since this class meets only once weekly, individual absences are greatly magnified. Students are permitted two class absences without penalty. After that, each absence will result in a 5 percent deduction from a student’s final grade. Four or more unexcused absences will constitute failure in the course and a grade of ‘F.’

Evaluation method

Project  1 – 20 percent of the final grade.

Project 2 – 20 percent of the final grade.

Project 3 – 20 percent of the final grade

Project 4 – 20 percent of the final grade.

Attendance and Participation – 20 percent of the final grade.

Schedule (Subject to minor revisions):

Week 1 ( Jan. 22): Introduction, explanation of syllabus, course requirements, review of basics of reporting and writing. Reading assignment – Chapters 1 and 2 in text (The Story of Journalism and How Newsrooms Work).

Week 2 (Jan. 29): Discussion of first two chapters in text. Class will discuss ideas for first written project. Reading Assignment – Chapters three and four in text (News writing Basics, Reporting Basics).

Week 3 (Feb. 5): Discussion of chapters three and four in text. Students will discuss and choose topics for first project. Discussion of information gathering and sources. Reading Assignment – Chapters five and six in text (Covering the News, Beyond Breaking News).

Week 4 (Feb. 12):  Students will report back with data they have gathered for project. Discussion of chapters five and six in text. Reading Assignment – Chapter seven in text (Law, Ethics and Taste).

Week 5 (Feb. 19): Rough draft of first project due. Drafts will be critiqued in class. Discuss chapter seven in text. Reading Assignment – Chapter eight in text (Online Reporting).

Week 6 (Feb. 26): Revised project due (final draft). Topics chosen for second project. Discuss Chapter eight in text. Reading Assignment – Chapters nine and ten in text (Broadcast Journalism, Public Relations).

Week 7 (March 5): Check-up on reporting process for second project. Chapters eleven and twelve in text. Discussion of Chapters nine and ten in text.

March 12 – Spring Break

Week 8 March 19): Rough draft due for second project.

Week 9 (March 26): Revised second project due.

Week 10 (April 2): Third project subjects chosen. 

Week 11 (April 9) : Rough draft due for third project.

Week 12 (April 16): Fourth project topics chosen.

Week 13 (April 23): Rough draft due.

Week 14 (April 30): Revised fourth project due.

Week 15 (May 7): Final class day, course review. This is the day scheduled for the final examination.

