SYLLABUS, English 319, News Editing, Spring, 2009 Instructor, Cline


Class meets Monday, 6-8:50p.m. Room 1206 in Moore Humanities Building 

Instructor has mailbox in English Department mailroom (third floor), but does not keep on-campus office hours. Email in nclin@aol.com. 

Course Description:

This course is designed to give basic instruction in the process of newspaper editing. Editing, for purposes of this class, involves the preparation of copy for publication and packaging for a daily newspaper, but these rules also apply to all language usage in virtually any profession. Initial class instruction will include detailed discussions on the basics of grammar, copy editing techniques, headline writing, news evaluation and judgment as well as limited discussion on photo selection and cropping, layout and design.

Additional instruction/discussion will also include emphasis on journalistic ethics  (including videos) and libel laws. Journalism ethics and understanding of libel laws will be major foundations for this course. Real time examples will be cited. Time permitting, there will also be video classroom discussion on how television newsrooms perform (or at least should). There may also be time for discussion of magazine and public relations writing/editing. Further, you will have an opportunity to learn about the ethics involving Washington journalists, including the influential role played by powerful lobbyists and journalists and how they impact/affect electorial outcomes. If time allows, one or more classes will focus on editorial writing as opposed to news writing and editing. Hopefully, we keep the class topical and in step with current events, specifically local issues, and so flexibility is important. We should be able to shift gears as news dictates.  

This is not intended to be merely a lecture class. Rather, it is intended to be a participatory discussion with open and spirited dialogues and exchanges between instructor and students. Let’s make it a team effort. Classes are designed not to tell you what or how to think, but merely to cause you to think and learn more about the craft of journalism in general and editing in particular.

Required Texts:

Regular reading of a daily newspaper (example, News & Record) 

Bledsoe, Jerry, Death By Journalism? 

Strunk & White, The Elements of Style
Associated Press Stylebook
Course Groundrules:

Attendance--be here and be on time. Assignments missed because of class absences are your responsibility. You are allowed one absence involving an assignment without penalty. All missed assignments (because of absences or other reasons) must be made up in order to avoid academic penalty. If there is a problem, please see me to discuss the particular issues. 

Course Outline:

The first portion of the semester will be used for discussing and reviewing basics of language and editing processes. There will be a series (5 to 7) regular assignments for purposes of determining grades. Each assignment will represent a higher percentage of the final grade for the course. These assignments will represent roughly 50 percent of the final grade. The remainder of the semester will be used to discuss videos and examples of proper (and improper) ethical/libel situations and the way both newspapers and television newsrooms approach their daily tasks of editing and dealing with the avalanche of items that face editors every day. Class instruction will be a mixture of lectures and open discussion, preferably (for you and me) more of the latter and less of the former. There will be five or six assignments during the semester for grading.

 There will not be a midterm exam, but there will be a final exam. The final exam will represent roughly 50 percent of the final grade. Class participation is voluntary, but strongly encouraged. All other things being equal, good class discussion and debate from you will add bonus points. The more you participate and challenge in class, the better you both appreciate and understand the discussions and reasons for recommendations on the editing processes. 

Course Goals: 

There will be measurable goals with this course. By the end of the term, students should be able to come away from the semester with a better understanding and appreciation for newspaper editing as well as importance of ethics and fairness in reporting and editing. Specifically, measurable goals include: 1. Have more comprehensive understanding of language use in newspaper reporting and editing. 2. Have a clear understanding of the standards and principles of journalism ethics and the importance of same. 3. Know and understand the importance of libel laws as it pertains to both reporters and editors. 4. Know the essential importance of accuracy and fairness in editing stories. If the course helps convince you that journalism in general and editing in particular are your career preferences, wonderful. If the course convinces you this is not the career path you prefer, that’s acceptable. Either way, we will have succeeded, and better to learn that sooner rather than later. What I expect and what you should expect is no less than a better focus on where you go from here, whether you enter the field of journalism or some other endeavor. Regardless of your chosen field, you will enter the career of life.  This is just one small step in the process of lifelong learning. Let’s make the most of it together.

Other items of interest:

Academic Integrity:

From hard copy, verbatim as provided by English department. 

Office of Disability Services:

From hard copy, verbatim as provided by English department.  


