English 321
Linguistics for Teachers
Spring 2009
2207 MHRA
Instructor:  Walter H. Beale
3109 MHRA
256-0386 
whbeale@uncg.edu
Office Hours:
3:30-4:30 MWTR

Learning Goals:  Upon completion of this course, you should

· Know how to analyze, observe, and reflect intelligently upon language, different forms and instances of language, and different uses of language

· Understand and be able to use the analytical tools of phonology, morphology, and syntax

· Understand the principles of language acquisition, development, change, and variation

· Understand ways, methods, and resources for studying the English vocabulary

· Have an informed understanding of the concept and reality of standard English

· Have an informed understanding of issues in the teaching of literacy, grammar, usage, and style

Course calendar:  We will study the following topics, in the following order; times allotted are approximate.

· Language Awareness:  Ways of knowing, analyzing, observing language and discourse; the love of words; change and variation (1 weeks)
· Fields of language and discourse:  linguistics, sociolinguistics, pragmatics, discourse theory, rhetoric, literature; the compass of discourse (2 weeks)
· The primary systems of language:  phonology, morphology, syntax; language acquisition and development (3 weeks)
· Change and variation in language; standard and nonstandard English (3 weeks)
· The English vocabulary; dictionaries; the history of English; “poetic language” (2 weeks)
· Grammar and teaching of grammar, usage, and style (2 weeks)
Tests, projects, exercises
· 2 tests + final exam   (20%, 20%, 30%)

· exercises (8-10)    (+/-) up to a letter grade
· “implications for teaching” journal (5 entries—due dates tba) (10%)
· “position paper” on grammar, literacy, standard English (20%)

Guidelines

1.  Attendance:  For any reason, 4 absences will lower your grade ay ½ letter; 6 by 1 letter; 7 by 3 letters; leaving early counts as an absence; arriving late may count as an absence; getting up and returning may count as an absence.  (I will inform you.)
2.  Electronic devices:  no use of any electronic device, including laptops

(infractions will count as absences)
3.  Written assignments:  must be printed on paper; no electronic submissions; may be submitted one-day-late twice; after that, will not be accepted late 

