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Course Description and Overview:

This section of English 322 is focused on the techniques of teaching writing in primary and secondary school settings, including theory and practice of composing, editing, and evaluating student writing.  In order to become more aware of the importance of writing in the classroom, and in students’ individual learning processes, we will also focus significant attention on our own writing.  Therefore, English 322 also reinforces the long-standing principle in education that writing teachers must also themselves be active, reflective writers. To this end, students will do daily in-class or out-of-class writing exercises; will complete two major writing-based projects and a final portfolio on the teaching of writing; and will participate in other reflective activities on our course Blackboard site.   
Course Prerequisites:

University Reasoning and Discourse Requirements (including English 101).  For students seeking licensure in English, it is also recommended that ENG 321 be taken prior to ENG 322. 

Required Texts and Materials:

(Atwell, Nancy.  In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning. 

 2nd Ed.  Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/Cook, 1998.  ISBN 0-86709-374-9.
(Bratcher, Suzanne and Linda Ryan.  Evaluating Children’s Writing: A Handbook of Grading 

Choices for Classroom Teachers.  Mahwah NJ: Erlbaum, 2004.  ISBN 0-8058-4454-6

(Elliott, Janet  L.  Using the Writer’s Notebook in Grades 3-8: A Teacher’s Guide. Urbana, IL: 
NCTE, 2008. ISBN 978-0-8141-3500-6.

(Finders, Margaret J.  Just Girls: Hidden Literacies and Life in Junior High.  Urbana, IL: NCTE, 
1997.  ISBN 0-8077-3560-4.

(Nagin, Carl and National Writing Project.  Because Writing Matters: Improving Student 
Writing in Our Schools.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2006.  ISBN 0-787-98067-6.

(Vasquez, Vivian, Kathryn A. Egawa, Jerome C. Hrste, and Richard D. Thompson.  Literacy


As Social Practice: Primary Voices K-6.  Urbana, IL: NCTE, 2004. ISBN 0-8141-2967-6
Other required readings will be on our course Blackboard (BB) site; see schedule for details
(A Mead Notebook to serve as your “Writer’s Notebook” for daily in and out-of-class work and a jump drive or the equivalent on which to store all your other writing projects.

Requirements and % of Course Grade:

(Four Critical Reading Responses of 2-3 pages each (20%)

Reading responses will be 2-3 pages typed, double-spaced, and submitted to our BB site as well as brought to class in hard copy on the due date.  In these responses you will think critically about the readings in light of your own goals as a teacher and a writer. Occasionally I will ask you to respond to a specific prompt for these responses; on other occasions, the choice of focus/strategy will be yours.  Responses will be posted to BB to facilitate discussion online.

(Literacy Reflection of 5-6 pages (20%)

In this assignment, you will reflect on your own primary and/or middle school experiences as emerging writers. You will consider your own literacy habits and practices as adolescents alongside those profiled in the ethnography Just Girls, one of our first readings for the course. 
(Critical Research Synthesis of 6-8 pages (20%)

This essay will require that you synthesize at least four sources—which may include published reports/studies, books, or articles (including web-based texts)—that discuss a specific area of interest to you as relevant to the teaching of writing in primary or middle school.  The essay should summarize, synthesize, and evaluate these points of view for their potential applicability in your future classroom work.

(Teaching Portfolio (30%)

This final portfolio will include the following items: (1) a 2-3 page teaching philosophy regarding your future uses of writing in a  primary or middle school classroom, building on course readings and discussion items; (2) a two-week lesson plan, with in and out-of-class assignments for either primary or middle school students which uses writing as a centerpiece for learning a specific concept, skill, or idea;  and (3) an annotated bibliography of 4-6 age-appropriate texts (readings, web sites, or visual texts) that you might use in your classroom to engage students in the writing process.

Attendance Policy:

As this class meets once per week, students who miss more than two class periods will fail the course.  In addition, students who arrive habitually late to class, even if they attend all class periods, will see a reduction in their final grade.  The general rule of thumb should be to make every effort to attend each class, and to arrive on time (on time = 1:30, late = 1:35 or after).

Policy on Late Work:

Late work is always problematic—for the student and the professor.  Because this class has three major pieces of written work in addition to smaller in and out-of class writing assignments, and because class meets only once per week, late work is doubly problematic.  Therefore, the following policies will be in effect:

(1) “Late” means work that is turned in after 4:30 PM on the date it is due

(2) Late work will be penalized ½ of one letter grade for each day late 
(3) Work that is more than 3 days late will not receive credit

(4) No work may be submitted electronically without prior permission

Policy on Academic Honesty:

As future teachers, English 322 participants should be especially attuned to the importance of academic honesty.  There are two benefits to academic honesty to keep in mind:  (1) Doing one’s own work is the only way to become more skilled in and authoritative about the subject at hand; letting another person do the work, or taking another person’s work—with or without permission from that person—is tantamount to “faking” your way through an education; and (2) The process of writing is often difficult, but the rewards of authorship are immense: to call a piece of writing your own, and to model for your future students the pride in this textual ownership, is a core responsibility of being a teacher of writing (or of any subject, in truth).
For our purposes, the act of plagiarism is of central concern—as this course does not involve tests or exams in which simple “cheating” can occur.  Plagiarism is defined as the use of another person’s words (sentences, paragraphs), ideas (unique concepts or definitions), or whole texts without proper citation or credit.  In order to avoid plagiarizing, students should carefully follow the rules of citation as laid out in the MLA (Modern Language Association) stylesheet, 6th Edition.  If at any time a student does not understand or has a question about citing a particular source, or source type, he or she should come see me.  

If a student submits a piece of writing that includes plagiarized material, I will first set up a conference time with the student to discuss the issue.  Depending upon the level and nature of the plagiarism, and the outcome of that conversation, one or more of the following will occur:


(Failure of the assignment


(Failure of the course


(Further disciplinary action at the college level

The Nine Rules of Formatting Work in English 322:

In order to minimize my attention to issues of formatting/style and the like, so as to instead concentrate on students’ words and ideas, the following formatting rules are in place, and must be followed in order for a piece of writing to receive full credit consideration:

1. All work must be typed/computer generated, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins on all sides.  Most computers default to 1.25 inches on all sides; reformat the computer’s default settings before beginning your work.

2.  All work must use 12 point font, either Times or Times New Roman.

3. All work must include at the top left corner the student’s name, English 322, the date, and the assignment title (i.e. “Literacy Autobiography”).  

4. All work must be stapled in the upper left corner of the page(s). 

5. All work must be reasonably free from surface errors, i.e. carefully proofread.

6. All pages of the work must be numbered, starting with page two, in the upper right hand corner of the page.

7. All work must have a separate title; this is not the title of the assignment, but an original title that the student has created.  So, a title is not “Literacy Autobiography,” but for example  “My Life in Letters.” 

8. All work must include a separate Works Cited page, which is not included in the page requirements for the assignment (i.e. a 5-6 page paper will include a sixth or seventh page as its Works Cited).

9. All other guidelines for citing sources will follow the MLA stylesheet, 6th edition. 

Course Objectives:   

After completing this course, students will be able to:

 • Understand and articulate current theories and philosophies of writing processes and the teaching of writing for K-12 students.  

• Develop and apply different modes of writing instruction to meet the needs of diverse learners  

• Model and share use of reading and writing for real purposes in daily life and motivate students to become lifelong writers  

 • Develop multiple appropriate assessments to evaluate student writing and modify 
instruction  

• Integrate technology as tool for writing.  

• Recognize interrelationships between reading & writing.  
• Develop instructional approaches to writing that foster engagement and build from students’ interests, home life and culture 
 • Integrate writing with the reading of multiple genres and categories of texts including, but not limited to, books, picture books, periodicals, technology-based information and non-print material  
• Understand the unique needs of exceptional students, including culturally and linguistically diverse readers.  
• Design literacy interventions and writing programs that are effective in individual classrooms 

• Reflect on the why and how learning happens in the ELA classroom  

• Understand that change is constant and investigate/consider new ideas that improve teaching and learning in the ELA classroom and adapt practice based on data. 

Course Schedule
(BB) = posted on our Blackboard site

Week 1
1/20
Introductions and Overview; 

Reading: “NCTE Principles of Adolescent Literacy Reform” (BB)
Unit 1: How Do We Talk About Writing (and Reading)?
Week 2
1/27
Reading: Inside Out CH 1-3 (“Thoughts on Becoming an Effective 



Teacher of Writing”; “Notes on Writing Processes”; “The Classroom 



Environment”) and Rose, “I Just Wanna Be Average” (BB) 

Week 3
2/3
Reading: Finders, Just Girls




RR #1 Due
Unit 2: How Do Students Learn to Write? Theories of Development, Approaches to Teaching
Week 4
2/10
Reading: McCutchen, “Cognitive Factors in the Development of 




Children’s Writing”; Donovan and Smolkin, “Children’s Understanding of 


Genre and Writing Development”; and Emig, “Writing as a Mode of 



Learning” (all on BB)



RR #2 Due

Week 5
2/17
Reading: Inside Out CH 4-6 (“Getting it Down”; “The ‘J’”; “Different 



Voices, Different Speakers”) and Sommers, “Between the Drafts” (BB)




RR #3 Due
Week 6
2/24
Reading: In the Middle CH 1-3 (“Learning How to Teach Writing”; 




“Learning How to Teach Reading”; “Making the Best of Adolescence”) 



and Murray, “Teach Writing as Process, Not Product” (BB)



Literacy Reflection Draft Due




Peer Draft Workshops

Unit 2: What Kinds of Writing Should Students Do?

Week 7
3/3
Reading: Because Writing Matters (CH 1-5 only) 




Literacy Reflection Revision Due
Week 8
3/10
NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK!!
Week 9
3/17
Reading: In the Middle CH 4-6 (“Getting Ready”; “Getting Started”; 



“MiniLessons”)




RR #4 Due
Week 10
3/24
Reading: In the Middle CH 9 (“Valuing and Evaluating”) and CH 11-13 




(“Call Home the Child: Memoir”; “Hanging with Big Sis: Fiction”; and 



“Finding Poetry Everywhere”)

Week 11
3/31
Reading: Literacy as Social Practice CH 1-3 (Group #1) , 

CH 4-6 (Group 2)




Critical Research Synthesis Draft Due



Peer Draft Workshops 

Week 12
4/7
Reading: Literacy as Social Practice CH 7-9 (Group #1).




CH 10-12 (Group #2)

Unit 3: How Do Teachers Evaluate Writing? Practices of Grading, Uses of Assessment
Week 13
4/14
Reading: Inside Out CH 8 and 14 and Evaluating Children’s Writing 

CH 1-3




Critical Research Synthesis Revision Due
Week 14
4/21
Reading: Evaluating Children’s Writing CH 4-6 




In-Class Viewing of NCTE Web Seminar, “21st Century Assessment:




Moving Toward Electronic Portfolios”
Week 14
4/28
Reading: Evaluating Children’s Writing CH 7-8




In-Class Viewing of NCTE Web Seminar, “Connecting Assessment




Data to Everyday Instructional Planning”

Week 15
5/5
Reading: Evaluating Children’s Writing CH 9-11




Teaching Statement for Portfolio—Draft Due




Peer Draft Workshops


Course Evaluations

Teaching Portfolio is due at our scheduled Final Exam slot (Time/Day TBA)

