Nineteenth-Century Women Writers

English 331 — Women in Literature

313 Petty / MWF 11-11:50 pm

Annette Van

Office:
MHRA 3318





Phone: 334-5866

Office Hours:
M 2:00-3:15 pm or by appt.


Email: 
amvan@uncg.edu

Mailbox: MHRA 3114

Course Description
An in-depth foray into novels by nineteenth-century women writers. In an era dominated by separate spheres ideology, how did female authors participate in public, national debates? Is there such a thing as feminine writing? What rhetorical strategies and narrative techniques were most effective for these authors and why?
Course Objectives

1) study of the nineteenth-century novel within historical, social, and cultural contexts

2) examination of literary and aesthetic theories

3) application of literary analysis to literature

4) identification and discussion of selected characteristics of literature

5) development of close reading, critical thinking, research, and writing skills
Texts

Austen, Jane. Emma
Braddon, Mary Elizabeth. Lady Audley’s Secret
Brontë, Emily. Wuthering Heights
Brontë, Charlotte. Villette
Gaskell, Elizabeth. Mary Barton
Eliot, George. Middlemarch
Woolf, Virginia, A Room of One’s Own

All other readings will be available through Blackboard and/or E-Reserve.

Course Requirements and Grading

	 3 1-page, single-spaced, papers
	10%, 10%, 10%

	10-page final paper
	30%

	Participation (Attendance, Discussion)
	20%

	Group presentation
	20%


Course Policies

The format of the class will be a mixture of lecture, discussion, and group work with an emphasis on student discussion. Students will come to class having completed the assigned readings and prepared to participate actively.

· Attendance is mandatory. Absences dramatically affect your participation grade. Students absent for more than 4 classes for any reason will be dropped.

· Tardiness is unacceptable.

· All assignments are mandatory in order to pass this course.

· Students and teachers are expected to treat each other with respect and courtesy in the classroom.

· Students will adhere to the University Academic Honor Policy.

CLASS SCHEDULE

W 1/21:

F 1/23: Lecture—Women and the Novel

M 1/26: A Room of One’s Own
W 1/28 

F 1/30: 

M 2/2: Emma
W 2/4

F 2/6

M 2/9: Gilbert and Gubar “The Queen’s Looking Glass”

W 2/11: Georgian Manners, Marriage, and Money (GP)

F 2/13:  Jane Austen Today (GP)



Paper #1 Due
M 2/16: Wuthering Heights
W 2/18

F 2/20

M 2/23: Showalter “The Female Tradition”

W 2/25: Women, Authorship, and Publishing (GP)

F 2/27:
 Motherhood (GP)

M 3/2: Mary Barton
W 3/4

F 3/6

M/W/F 3/9, 3/11, 3/13: Spring Break

M 3/16: Fallen Women (GP)

W 3/18: Industrial Women (GP)



Paper #2 Due
F 3/20: Middlemarch
M 3/23

W 3/25

F 3/27: Armstrong “Desire and Domestic Fiction”

M 3/30: Victorian Medicine (GP)

W 4/1: Women and Philanthropy (GP)

F 4/3: Class Cancelled

M 4/6 Lady Audley’s Secret
W 4/8

F 4/10: Spring Holiday

M 4/13







Paper #3 Due
W 4/15: Women and Madness (GP)

F 4/17: The Victorian Governess (GP)

M 4/20: Villette
W 4/22

F 4/24

M 4/27: Poovey “Mid-Victorian Constructions of Female Sexuality”

W 4/29: Women and Religion (GP)

F 5/1: Victorian Women Travelers (GP)

M 5/4: Paper Proposal Workshop

T 5/5: Paper Proposal Workshop

M 5/11: 5pm (in Professor’s mailbox; hard copies only
Final Paper Due
