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ENG 336-01 Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales

Professor Amy Vines
Class Times: Mon. & Wed. 3:30–4:45


Class Location:  Petty 219
Office: MHRA 3113    

Office Hours: Mon. & Wed. 1:00-3:30 & by appt.
              
       
Email: anvines@uncg.edu

Phone: 334-5221

It’s been over 600 years since Chaucer wrote, yet his work still shows modern readers both how much and how little we’ve changed in those centuries.  Although twenty-first century existence is no doubt very different from life in the fourteenth century, we still share Chaucer’s preoccupations: relationships between men and women, economic and social competition, freedom and order, good and evil.  This course is devoted to Chaucer’s best known work: The Canterbury Tales.  Special attention will be paid to the tensions between the various cultural practices represented in the pilgrims’ Tales and their interactions with one another in the context of late fourteenth-century England.  In addition, we will also examine The Canterbury Tales as an innovative anthology of medieval literary genres and consider how our modern ways of dealing with these cultural and social struggles and modern textual praxis can help us to read and understand this medieval masterpiece.  We will read this text in the original Middle English, carefully working our way through the tales.  No prior knowledge of Middle English is required for this course; however, by the end of the semester, you will be able to read Chaucer’s language with fluency. 
Reading Schedule:
(Week 1)
W – 1/21:
Course Introduction—Introduction to Middle English

(Week 2)
M – 1/26:
The General Prologue (lines 1-444)




( Look through Intro on Chaucer’s Life & the Chronology (pp. xiii-xxv)

W – 1/28:
The General Prologue (lines 445-858)
(Week 3)

M – 2/2:
The Knight’s Tale (to line 1880)
W – 2/4:
The Knight’s Tale (to the end)
(Week 4)
M – 2/9:
The Miller’s Prologue & Tale


( Translation Quiz #1

W – 2/11:
The Reeve’s Prologue & Tale AND The Cook’s Prologue & Tale
(Week 5)

M – 2/16:
The Man of Law’s Introduction, Prologue, Tale, & Epilogue
W – 2/18:
The Wife of Bath’s Prologue
(Week 6)
M – 2/23:
The Wife of Bath’s Prologue (cont.) and Tale
W – 2/25:
Exam #1 (in class)

(Week 7)

M – 3/2:
The Friar’s Prologue & Tale AND The Summoner’s Prologue & Tale
W – 3/4:
The Clerk’s Prologue & Tale
Spring Break – No Class on Monday 3/9 & Wednesday 3/11
(Week 8)
M – 3/16:
The Merchant’s Prologue, Tale, & Epilogue


( Translation Quiz #2

W – 3/18:
The Squire’s Introduction & Tale


( Writing Assignment #1 due in class (Chaucerian Sources and Analogues)

(Week 9)

M – 3/23:
The Franklin’s Prologue & Tale AND The Physician’s Tale
W – 3/25:
The Pardoner’s Intro, Prologue, & Tale AND The Shipman’s Tale
(Week 10)

M – 3/30:
The Prioress’s Prologue & Tale
W – 4/1:
Exam #2 (in class)
(Week 11)

M – 4/6:
The Prologue & Tale of Sir Thopas AND The Prologue to The Tale of Melibee
W – 4/8:
The Monk’s Prologue & Tale
(Week 12)
M – 4/13:
The Nun’s Priest’s Prologue, Tale & Epilogue
W – 4/15:
The Second Nun’s Prologue & Tale


( Writing Assignment #2 due in class (Editing Chaucer)

(Week 13)

M – 4/20:
The Canon’s Yeoman’s Prologue & Tale AND The Manciple’s Prologue & Tale


( Translation Quiz #3
W – 4/22:
The Parson’s Prologue & Tale (excerpts) AND Chaucer’s Retraction
(Week 14)
M – 4/27:
Short Poems [BB]

W – 4/29:
Course Review and Evaluations
(Week 15)

M – 5/4:
Exam #3 (in class)

Course Text:

( Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales: Complete, ed., Larry D. Benson (Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 2000) – paperback; available at the UNCG Bookstore.

It is imperative that you use this 

edition of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.  

The entire course will be structured around 

this edition and the critical apparatus it contains.

( A few shorts poems available on the class Blackboard page – noted as [BB] in the syllabus.
Course Requirements:

1. Three in-class exams; scheduled on February 25, April 1, and May 4.  I do not offer make-up exams for any reason except DOCUMENTED health or personal reasons.
Bring your own blue books!

2. Two short writing assignments: Due on Wednesday, March 18 and Wednesday, April 15.  These will be a page or two, typed.  The assignments are designed to get you thinking in a different way about The Canterbury Tales; specifics will be given out when the time comes. 

3. Translation Quizzes – there will be 3 translation quizzes (10-15 minutes each), in which you will be asked to translate a passage from Middle English into idiomatic Modern English.  These are noted in the syllabus.  For the first two, you will be translating passages we have already read and discussed in class.  However, for the last quiz, there may also be unfamiliar material included (i.e., not discussed in class, but still from Chaucer).  All 3 quizzes together are worth 10% of your course grade. You must do these quizzes to pass!
4. Participation: Even though I will often give mini-lectures, this is still a discussion-based class 
and, thus requires your regular attendance and avid participation in class discussion.  I 
do take attendance and I expect you to have read the text(s) assigned for each day and 
come to class prepared to discuss the reading. I will also count your bringing the book to 
class as a big part of your participation grade!!!!
Exams – 60% (20% each)

Writing Assignments – 20% (10% each)
Translation Quizzes – 10%
Attendance and participation – 10%

Class Policies:

( ALL coursework must be completed in order to pass this class.  
( Graded work will generally be handed back within 2 weeks.
( ATTENDANCE POLICY: Prompt attendance is mandatory! You have 3 FREE ABSENCES. You may use these as you see fit; they are designed to allow for the inevitable colds, flus, or other minor illnesses or outside obligations you may have.  You do not have to contact me about these first 3 absences. 

( If you miss more than 3 classes, I will subtract 5% from the Participation portion of 
your grade for each absence. If you miss more than 6 classes (the equivalent of three 
weeks of class) before Tuesday, March 17th (the last day to drop without academic 
penalty), I will drop you from the class.  If you miss more than 6 classes after March 17, 
you will receive a WF (Withdraw/Fail) for the class. If you have difficulty attending class 
or completing coursework because of serious personal, medical, or other reasons, please 
contact me immediately to work out a solution so that it does not affect you grade. It is 
your responsibility to keep track of your absences.

( An attendance sheet will be handed around at the beginning of class.  If you arrive a 
few minutes late, it is your responsibility to make sure your name is on the attendance 
sheet.  You cannot come in and sign the attendance sheet and then leave a few minutes 
later!  Three tardies of more than 10-15 minutes equals one absence.

It is a violation of the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy for a student to sign another 
student’s name to the attendance sheet.

( LATE PAPERS: All papers will be handed in on the due date listed in the syllabus unless you’ve cleared an extension with me beforehand.  Late papers will result in a grade penalty – 5% for every day late (including weekends) without an extension from me.
- I do not accept emailed papers – ALL PAPERS MUST BE PRINTED OUT AND STAPLED.

( E-mail questions & correspondence: You can expect responses to e-mails within a day or so.

( 24-HOUR RULE: After you have been given back any graded work in this class, please allow 24 hours before you ask me about your grade.  This will allow you to take the test or essay home, read the comments thoroughly, and then decide if there are any points you would like to discuss.

( If you have any questions about the paper assignment, I encourage you to take advantage of the Writing Center, located next to the English Dept. (3rd Floor; MHRA Building; www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter/index.html).  They offer both online and face-to-face sessions and can help with outlining ideas, thesis statements, incorporation of textual evidence, proofreading, etc.  If, after seeing a consultant at the Writing Center, you still have further questions, I am happy to discuss rough drafts (with specific questions accompanying them).  But, you need to meet with me at least 24 hours before the paper is due and after you’ve been to the Writing Center.  This will allow you ample time to incorporate any suggestions or observations into your papers.

( ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  Plagiarism—copying or using another’s work without proper acknowledgement—is a serious academic offense that will not be tolerated in this class.  I expect you to abide by the UNCG Academic Honor Code on all work.  When you use sources such as books, web pages, articles, or primary documents in your writing, you must identify them to your reader.  If you quote a source directly, you must put the borrowed material in quotation marks and include a proper citation.  If you take an idea from another source but put it in your own words (i.e. paraphrase it), you must still give proper credit to the source.  If you plagiarize, the work in question will receive an F (recorded numerically as a 0), you will be reported to the Dean of Students, and you will risk failing the course.  Repeated offenses can cause you to be expelled from the University.  If you are unsure about how to give credit to your sources or have any questions about what constitutes an act of plagiarism, please ask me!

( TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM: 


( ALL cell phones should be turned off before class begins.


( NO LAPTOP COMPUTERS MAY BE USED IN CLASS: Students should print 
out all Blackboard readings and bring these to class rather than accessing them online 
during class.  Exceptions to this policy will only be made in cases where there is 
documented evidence of a learning disability or other situation where a computer is 
necessary.  In these cases, you must bring documentation from the Student Disability 
Services Office, Suite 215, EUC (334-5440).
