English 348: Contemporary British Literature and Culture
Spring 2009
Dr. Ben Clarke 



   Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 10:00-10:50
Office: MHRA 3108 



   Room: MHRA 2207
Phone: 334-3971

E-mail: b_clarke@uncg.edu
Course Description

In this course students will study a variety of novels, poems, and plays written after the end of the Second World War. Locating texts within their historical contexts, we will explore some of the ways in which they intervene in debates on class, gender, race, and national identity. In particular, we will consider developments in ideas of Britain and ‘Britishness’ within the context of social and economic changes such as the ‘end of empire,’ the decline in traditional manufacturing industry and new patterns of immigration. This will involve exploring, amongst other things, multiculturalism, regional identity, and nostalgia for an imagined lost unity. The course will be assessed by quizzes and mid-term and final examinations.

Required Texts

Beckett, Samuel. Waiting for Godot. Grove/Atlantic, 1994
Greene, Graham. The Quiet American. Penguin, 2004.
McEwan, Ian. Saturday. Anchor Books, 2005.
Orwell, George. Nineteen Eighty-Four. Signet, 1950 (Centennial Anniversary Edition)
Rhys, Jean. Wide Sargasso Sea. Norton, 1998.
Smith, Zadie. White Teeth. Vintage, 2001.
I will provide copies of texts not included in this anthology.
Assessment

Attendance and participation: 10%
Two quizzes: 20% (10% each)

Mid-term: 35%

Final examination: 35%

Course Requirements and Policies
You must attend all classes. Missing more than two classes without permission will result in a significant reduction in your final grade. Late arrivals and early departures count as absences. If you are unable to attend class, you must provide a doctor's note or equivalent. 

Bigoted and intolerant language and behaviour will not be accepted in the classroom.

Cheating and Plagiarism

Please read the university policies on cheating and plagiarism, which can be found on page 176 of the UNCG Student Calendar and Handbook. Any violation of these policies will be dealt with severely. If you have any questions about cheating or plagiarism, please see me during office hours.

Schedule
January 21: Introduction and syllabus outline.
January 23: Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (1-63)
January 26: Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (63-126)
January 28: Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (126-185)
January 30: Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (185-224)
February 2: Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (225-274)
February 4: Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (274-326)
February 6: Beckett, Waiting for Godot (Act I)
February 9: Beckett, Waiting for Godot (Act II)
February 11: Quiz. Greene, The Quiet American (3-52)
February 13: Greene, The Quiet American (53-99)
February 16: Greene, The Quiet American (99-155)
February 18: Greene, The Quiet American (159-180)
February 20: Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea (9-37)
February 23: Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea (37-71)
February 25: Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea (71-104)
February 27: Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea (105-112)
March 2: Sillitoe, “The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner” (handout)
March 4: Larkin, “Toads,” “Toads Revisited,” “I Remember, I Remember,” “Breadfruit,” “Wild Oats” (handout)
March 6: Mid-term examination
March 9: Spring Break.

March 11: Spring Break.

March 13: Spring Break.

March 16: Larkin, “This Be the Verse,” “Sunny Prestatyn,” “High Windows,” “Dockery and Son,” (handout)
March 18: Smith, “Bag-Snatching in Dublin,” “Sunt Leones,” “Our Bog is Dood,” “Not Waving but Drowning,” “Siesta” (handout)
March 20: Hughes, “Examination at the Womb-Door,” “A Childish Prank,” “Crow’s First Lesson,” “Apple Tragedy,” (handout)
March 23: Smith, White Teeth
March 25: Smith, White Teeth
March 27: Smith, White Teeth
March 30: Smith, White Teeth
April 1: Smith, White Teeth
April 3: Smith, White Teeth
April 6: Quiz. Fitzgerald, “The Axe” (handout)
April 8: Carter, “The Bloody Chamber” and “The Company of Wolves” (handout)
April 10: Carter, “The Company of Wolves”  cont. & Kureshi, “My Son the Fanatic” (handout)
April 13: Harrison, “National Trust,” “Them & [uz] I, II,” “Book Ends I, II,” “Marked with D.” (handout)
April 15: Armitage, “You May Turn Over and Begin….” “Kid,” “The Night Watchman,” “I am very bothered when I think” (handout)
April 17: Armitage, “Those bastards in their mansions,” “I Say I Say I Say,” “The Clown Punk,” Zephaniah, “No rights red an half dead,” “A modern slave song” (handout)
April 20: McEwan, Saturday
April 22: McEwan, Saturday
April 24: McEwan, Saturday
April 27: McEwan, Saturday
April 29: McEwan, Saturday
May 1: McEwan, Saturday
May 4: Final examination
