ENGLISH 359.01: CONTEMPORARY POETRY
              

SPRING 2009

CRN 11950

Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30-10:45 a.m.

Petty Building, Room 313

Professor Jennifer Grotz





Teaching Intern: Amanda Rutstein

Email: jlgrotz@uncg.edu




Email: abrutse@uncg.edu

Office: 3310 HHRA

Phone: 334-3977

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursdays, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. & by appt.

COURSE TEXTS

Ashbery, John. Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror. 
Komunyakaa, Yusef. Dien Cai Dau. 
Lowell, Robert. Life Studies. 

O’Hara, Frank. Lunch Poems.

Plath, Sylvia. Ariel.
Voigt, Ellen Bryant. Messenger: New & Selected Poems. 

From time to time, I will assign additional poems and essays that I will distribute in class or make available through the reserves in Jackson Library or by Blackboard. 

ASSIGNMENTS

In addition to daily reading assignments and occasional reading quizzes, you will be expected to complete the following:
Written Assignments: You will be asked to write a letter of introduction at the beginning of the semester. During the course of the semester, you will occasionally be assigned brief response papers. Three longer essays (5-7 pages) will also be required, for which I will provide detailed assignment sheets. 

Poetry Recitation Assignment: You will be asked to memorize and recite a poem of your choice (from our textbooks) during the final week of class. 

GRADING:

Your final grade for the course will be determined by the following percentage breakdown:

Essays (3 @ 20% each):





60%

Brief Written Assignments & Poetry Recitation:


20%



Class Participation & Attendance



20%

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE:

You will be expected to attend all classes and to arrive on time and prepared for each class. Because our class will rely heavily on discussion, it is simply not possible to “make up” a missed class. If you miss more than two classes, I reserve the right to lower your final grade. While in class, you are expected to listen carefully to others, participate in the discussion by sharing your own comments and observations, and to ask questions. It is inappropriate to read or work on other assignments in class, to sleep, or to otherwise be disrespectful or disruptive. Inappropriate behavior will significantly lower your participation grade.

ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES:

Attendance

You are expected to attend every class. You are expected to arrive on time for every class.  You are expected to be attentive and respectful of others in every class. You are also expected to refrain from the use of unnecessary technology in class, including the  use of iPods, earphones, cellphones, and laptops. If you do not meet these expectations, you should be prepared for a significant penalty in your participation grade. If you are more than ten minutes late for class, you will not be counted present for the day. After missing two or more classes, I reserve the right to lower your final grade for the course. After missing four classes, you are not eligible to pass the class. Keep in mind that your thoughtful attention is the most important thing you can bring to the course. 

Students with Disabilities

If you have a disability that could affect your performance in this course or for which you need accommodation, please register with the Office of Disability Services.  They and I will provide appropriate accommodations.  Their  phone number is 334-5440 and additional information can be found at their website: http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/.

Academic Integrity

In all of your intellectual endeavors and assignments this semester, please keep in mind this excerpt from UNCG’s Academic Integrity Policy: 

If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under 

conditions free from dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible 

with the fundamental activity of this academic institution and shall not be tolerated. 

Members of the UNCG community are expected to foster in their own work the 

spirit of academic honesty and not to tolerate its abuse by others.

Plagiarism on any assignment will result in receiving a semester grade of F for the course.

SCHEDULE OF READINGS & ASSIGNMENTS: (subject to change as needed)

Tues., Jan. 20: Introduction to Course; assign letter of introduction.

Thurs., Jan. 22: What Was Modernism? Introduction to Elizabeth Bishop, including handout. 

Tues., Jan. 27: LETTER OF INTRODUCTION due. Robert Lowell video.  

Thurs., Jan. 29: Elizabeth Bishop. 

Tues., Feb. 3: Elizabeth Bishop/Robert Lowell. Assign Essay 1.

Thurs., Feb. 5: Robert Lowell, Life Studies.

Tues., Feb. 10: Robert Lowell, Life Studies. 
Thurs., Feb. 12: No class.

Tues., Feb. 17: Sylvia Plath, Ariel.

Thurs., Feb. 19: Sylvia Plath, Ariel.

Tues., Feb. 24: ESSAY ONE DUE. Sylvia Plath, Ariel.

Thurs., Feb. 26: Randall Jarrell.

Tues., Mar. 3: Randall Jarrell

Thurs., Mar. 5: Randall Jarrell

Tues., Mar. 10: SPRING BREAK

Thurs., Mar. 12: SPRING BREAK

Tues., Mar. 17: New York School/ Frank O’Hara, Lunch Poems

Thurs., Mar. 19: Frank O’Hara, Lunch Poems

Tues., Mar. 24: ESSAY TWO DUE. Frank O’Hara/John Ashbery.
Thurs., Mar. 26: John Ashbery, Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror

Tues., Mar. 31: John Ashbery, Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror
Thurs., Apr. 2: Ellen Bryant Voigt, Messenger

(Monday, April 6: Ellen Bryant Voigt Reading, UNCG Faculty Center, 8 p.m.)

Tues., Apr. 7: Ellen Bryant Voigt, Messenger
Thurs. Apr. 9: Black Mountain School.

Tues., Apr. 14: Black Mountain School. 
Thurs., Apr. 16: Yusef Komunyakaa, Dien Cai Dau.

Tues., Apr. 21: Yusef Komunyakaa, Dien Cai Dau.

Thurs., Apr. 23: Yusef Komunyakaa, Dien Cai Dau.

Tues., Apr. 28: Recitations.

Thurs., Apr. 30: Recitations.

Tues., May 5: Installation of Chancellor (class dismissed). ESSAY THREE DUE. 
