English 372: Early American Literature



Spring 2009

Profesora María Sánchez

MHRA 3309
334-3980 or mcsanche@uncg.edu
Prof. Sánchez’s office hours for the spring term will be Mondays 3 – 5 pm and by appointment. 

Required Texts:

Two books ordered at the campus bookstore: 

The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Volume A: Beginnings to 1820 (seventh edition)

Charles Brockden Brown, Wieland (Penguin Books)
Handouts:

There are handouts for every text we will be reading, and they will be available in the Course Documents file of our Blackboard web site.  Students will be responsible for printing out their own copies of the handouts and bringing them to class.
Assignments:

One essay of 3 - 4 pp, worth 15% of final grade
Two essays of 3 - 4 pp, worth 20% each of final grade

A final exam, worth 20% of final grade

Attendance: 10% of final grade

Participation: 15% of final grade

Brief explanation of assignments:

The short essays will address topics focused on recent readings in class, and will be due on Fridays by 5 pm.  The specific due dates are marked in our schedule. The final exam will cover all readings for the term.  Participation includes answering and asking questions, taking part in class discussions, and reading aloud.  Attendance will be taken through a sign-in sheet passed out during each class.  (More in-depth assignment explanations can be found in the handout titled “Explanation of Assignments,” available on our Blackboard web site.)
WHAT CONSTITUTES EARLY AMERICAN LITERATURE?


Early American literature differs from the periods or movements covered by many other U.S. and British literature courses.  In studying early American literature, we read very little of the belles lettres, or what we might now call imaginative or creative literature: fiction, poetry, and drama.  In this class we will cover three poets, but only one novelist, and we will be reading no plays.  Instead, we will be encountering a mixture of other genres: autobiography, devotional or religious writing, political documents and treatises, and histories.   We will be reading what our literate ancestors of the 16, 17, and 18th centuries would have read, and for cultural and historical reasons we will learn about, their reading “diets” differed substantially from ours.  So think of this class in the following manner: you will be learning about “literature” as it is traditionally understood.  But you will also be learning a great deal about the history and culture of these eras, as a way of helping make what we read meaningful: not simply stark words on a page, but prose and lyric redolent of powerful, deeply cherished ideas and beliefs.  In time periods with far fewer venues of mass media, the written word was enormously powerful, revered and sometimes feared.  We are about to find out why.
Reading and Assignment Schedule:

Week 1: 
Jan. 20: Introduction to class and background for reading early American literature

Jan. 22: Editors’ introduction (pp. 1-14)


Stories of the Beginning of the World (pp. 17-30)

Week 2: 

Jan. 27: excerpts from Columbus, de las Casas, and Cabeza de Vaca (pp. 31-47)

Jan. 29: excerpts from Harriot and Smith (pp. 48-69)
Week 3: 

Feb. 3: John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity” (pp. 147-157)

Feb. 5: excerpts from William Bradford (pp. 104-137)
Feb. 6: FIRST SHORT PAPER DUE BY 5pm
Week 4: 

Feb. 10 & 12: Anne Bradstreet poems (pp. 187-218)

(we’ll split the poems in half roughly – the first half for Tuesday, the second half for Thursday)

Week 5: 

Feb. 17 & 19: Edward Taylor poems (pp. 267-287)

(for Tuesday, read “Psalm 2” and the “Meditations”; for Thursday, the remaining poems)
Week 6: 

Feb. 24 & 26: Mary Rowlandson, Narrative (pp. 235-266)
Feb. 27: SECOND SHORT PAPER DUE BY 5pm

Week 7

March 3 & 5: In the library for “field trip”

March 10 & 12: NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK!!

Week 8: 

March 17: Jefferson, Declaration of Independence (pp. 649-656)


Hamilton and Madison, Federalist No. 1 & 10 (pp. 665-673)

March 19: St. John de Crèvecoeur, Letter 3: “What Is an American?”

Week  9

March 24 and 26: Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography (pp. 449-585)
Week 10: 

March 31 and April 2: excerpts from Olaudah Equiano, Interesting Narrative (pp. 674-711)
April 3: THIRD SHORT PAPER DUE BY 5pm

Week 11: 

April 7 & 9: Wheatley, poems (pp. 751-763)

(read the first four poems for Tuesday and last four poems for Thursday – skip her letters!)


Week 12: 

April 14 & 16: Brockden Brown, Wieland
Week 13

April 21 & 23: Brockden Brown, Wieland
Week 14: 

April 28 & 30: In the library for “field trip”
Week 15

May 5: review in class for final exam
FINAL EXAM: May 7, noon – 3 pm

“Policy wonk” section:
MOST IMPORTANT: NO LAPTOPS, NO CELLPHONES, NO IPODS, NO NEWSPAPERS, NO RUDE AND DISRSPECTFUL BEHAVIOR.  A first offense will result in a conference with me; a second offense will get you dropped from the class.  If you’re in class, you’ll be paying attention; if you want to do something else, LEAVE and go do it.
Late essays: essays will be due either to my third floor mailbox, or via the Assignments function on our C Tools site.  (DO NOT take papers to my office – my other class will be using that drop box, and it’s not to your advantage to have your work mixed up with theirs.)  The time deadline will be 5pm for all essays.  If your paper is late, I will mark it down one full grade for each day it is late, and it will be marked down from whatever grade I think it merits.  

Extensions on essays: ask me by 5pm on the Thursday before essays are due, and you can have an extension.  After 5pm on Thursday, plan on getting it in on time.

Drafts: I will accept drafts of your essays, either whole or partial, until 5pm on the Tuesday before your essays are due.  After that, you can send something or drop it off, but I cannot guarantee I will get to it. 
Plagiarism: if you’re not certain what counts, ask me.  If I determine that you have plagiarized any or all of an assignment – essays or the final exam – I will simply give you an E for that assignment and pass you up along the chain of command in the English Department, at which point, your life gets miserable.  
Missing the exam: Don’t.  Unless you have a medical excuse for something serious – complete with documentation – plan on being present for the exam.  I will not reschedule the exam for you for any other reason.  If you miss it and you’re healthy, you will simply receive a zero for that portion of your grade.  Have a cold or cough?  Bring your Kleenex and your cough drops, and rough it out for a few hours. 
Attendance: I will pass an attendance sheet around in class every day (except for our first week), and have you sign in.  You can miss two classes before it affects your attendance grade; after that, this portion of your grade drops by one whole grade for each absence.  If you’re sick and miss class, get a note from whatever nurse or doctor you see, and I’ll erase your absence(s).  As for your two “free” absences: you don’t need to tell me why you’re not in class, unless it’s something you truly feel I need to know.  

Participation: this includes taking part in class discussions, reading aloud when I ask for volunteers, and even coming to office hours.  If you have issues about speaking in class, please find time early in the semester to speak with me. 

ODS: Registered with the Office of Disability Services?  Especially if you think you’ll have trouble with the final exam, please talk to me ASAP.

Last things:

Food and drink?  Why yes, thank you, I’d love some.  More seriously, I don’t mind if you bring stuff, just try not to bring something noisy. Ben Franklin and nachos don’t mix well.  

And finally, on a fun note: I keep candy in my office, so if you come to office hours,  feel free to ask for a sugar fix.  

