
Professor Karen Weyler 

English 379-01:  American Women Writers

Spring 2009  ●  MW 2:00 – 3:15 p.m.  ●  Moore Humanities Bldg. 1214
Office:  HHRA 3121
Office hours:  M and W 1:00 – 2:00; F 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Additional hours by appt.  

Telephone:   334-4689       Email:  KAWeyler@uncg.edu       
Required Texts
Alcott, Louisa May.  Work.  Penguin.  014039091.
Jacobs, Harriet.  Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.  Norton.  0393976378.
Hogeland, Lisa Maria and Mary Klages, eds.  The Aunt Lute Anthology of U.S. Women Writers.  Vol.1. 1879960680. 

Course Description  
This course will focus on American women’s writings from the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries.  Although it is not precisely a survey, we’ll pursue a broad overview of the kinds of writing in which women engaged, paying particular attention to issues surrounding labor, the discourse of women’s rights, and reform culture.  We’ll explore what counts as work and what gets excluded.  What kind of labor is valued or devalued?  Is writing a vocation or avocation?   How is women’s labor compensated?  If women are to be the keepers of domestic morality—as many of our texts will propose, how, where, and when does morality intersect with labor?  How do class and race intersect with labor practices?   We’ll necessarily explore how women’s writings grapple with marriage, slavery, immigration, citizenship, and other issues.  
Student Learning Goals  

In this course, students will consider important questions about women’s writing from seventeenth- century Anglo America through the writings of U.S. women in the nineteenth century.  By the end of the semester, students will be able to 
· identify thematic issues central to women’s writing; 

· discuss how women’s literary texts intervened in important political and cultural debates;
· speak and write knowledgably about the different genres used by women writers; 

· explain how aesthetic values changed from the period of settlement through the nineteenth century.  
Course Requirements and Evaluation
You must complete and turn in all assignments on the dates that they are due in order to pass this course.  The final grade for this course will be based on the following:

First examination 
20% 

Second examination 
20%

Periodical Project Essay
15%


Research Paper
25%


Group Project
10%

Class participation and in-class writing
10%

Office Hours and Conferences
You are welcome to visit my office at any point during the semester or to schedule an appointment outside of my usual office hours in order to discuss reading assignments, papers, etc.  

UNCG Writing Center
The Writing Center (located at 3211 HHRA Building) is a wonderful resource, and I encourage you to visit it for assistance with your writing.  For more information, call 334-3125.

Accommodation for Disabilities 
If you would like to request accommodation for a disability that could affect your performance in this course, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.

Departmental List-serv

In order to enhance communication to our majors, the English Department has established a listserv that we hope you will join.  From the computer account through which you receive email, send the following message to listproc@uncg.edu:   Subscribe English-l yourfirstname yourlastname (note that is a lower case L, not the numeral 1, following English). 

Academic Integrity Policy
I expect every student to abide by the principles of the Student Code of Conduct and the Academic Integrity Policy, which appear in the Student Handbook.  Students will need to sign the Academic Integrity Pledge on all major work.  In addition, you must properly document (using MLA style) any use of another's words, ideas, or research; unacknowledged use of someone else's thoughts is plagiarism.  Work that is not properly documented will receive a zero; further penalties may be assessed according to the criteria established under the Academic Integrity Policy.  If you have questions concerning documentation, please consult me.

Attendance Policy
As a matter of both courtesy and practicality, I expect students to attend class and arrive on time.  Students will be allowed to make up missed work from excused absences only; arrangements must be made in advance of the absence.  Grounds for excused absence include such events as illness or death in the family.  If you are ill, you should certainly stay home; however, it is your obligation to determine what you have missed.  You must attend at least 75% of scheduled class meetings to be eligible to pass this class.  More than two unexcused absences will lower your final grade; each unexcused absence after two will lower your final grade by one-half of a letter grade.  If you miss two or more consecutive classes without contacting me, you will be dropped from this course.  Seven or more absences, regardless of excuse, may result in a failing grade.  


What Can You Expect from Your Professor? 
You can expect that I will treat you as an adult, encourage your participation in this class, listen carefully to what you have to say, and challenge your thinking.  You can also expect me to evaluate your work fairly, offer constructive criticism and praise of your oral and written work, and return your work in a timely fashion. 
Course Calendar
Please complete each day's readings before coming to class.  Be sure to bring your book and copies of assigned reserve reading to class every day.  In case of inclement weather, you should be guided by UNCG's adverse weather policy.  If classes are cancelled for any reason, please continue with the scheduled readings; I will notify you via Blackboard of any schedule adjustments.  
W Jan 21 
Course introduction
M  Jan 26
Purity, Piety, and Poetry:  Bradstreet 24; “The Prologue” 24-26; “In Honour of That High and Mighty Princess Queen Elizabeth” 26-29; “The Author to Her Book” 29-30; “Upon the Burning of Our House” 33
W Jan 28
Knight, 60; Journal 61-77; anonymous poems:  “Verses” 123; “Impromptu” 124; “A Lady’s Adieu” 125
M Feb 2
Women Writers, Women’s Rights: Abigail Adams, letter (e-reserve); Wollstonecraft (e-reserve)
W Feb 4
Murray, 162-63; “On the Equality of the Sexes” 163-70; letters (e-reserve)
M Feb 9
Race and Rights:  Wheatley 170; “Letter to Samson Occom” 173; “On Being Brought from Africa to America” 170; “To the Right Honorable William, Earl of Dartmouth” (e-reserve); locate in Early American Imprints electronic database:  Wheatley’s elegy for George Whitefield; be sure to find a copy with the engraving
W Feb 11
Wheatley continued; Morton 173; “The African Chief” 174-75
M Feb 16
Rowson, 186-87; Slaves in Algiers 187-216
W Feb 18
Rowson continued; work on drafts for periodical project essay
M Feb 23
Nurturing the Domestic Ideal:  Leslie 238; “Lucy Nelson or, The Boy Girl” 239; Directions for Cookery 242-44 (skim);  Hale, The Ladies’ New Book of Cookery 269-70 (skim); Beecher, 338-39; Treatise on Domestic Economy 353-56; from The American Woman’s Home (with Harriet Beecher Stowe) 356-61; periodical project essay due
W Feb 25
Domesticity and Marital Chattel:  McIntosh 402; from Woman in America 402-08; Packard 588; Marital Power Exemplified 588-94; Spofford 989; “Her Story” 989-1001
M Mar 2
The Lowell Offering 289-301; Fern 447; “The Working Girls of New York” 456-60
W Mar 4 
First Exam  

Mar 7 – Mar 15 Spring Break

M Mar 16
Women Writers, Women’s Rights II:  Fuller, excerpt from Woman in the Nineteenth Century (e-reserve); Seneca Falls 703; “Declaration of Sentiments” 703-06; Sojourner Truth 337; “Speech” 337-38
W Mar 18
Professional Women Writers:  Sigourney 303; “Death of an Infant” 303-04; “The Suttee” 304-05; “The Cherokee Mother” 306-07; “Indian Names” 307-08; “To a Shred of Linen” 308-10; “Erin’s Daughter” 313

M Mar 23
 Hale, 255; “The Lloyds” 255-69; Godey’s Lady’s Book assignment
W Mar 25
 Race and Rights II:  Stewart 408; “Lecture” 409-12; Jacobs, Incidents 9-49
M Mar 30
Jacobs, Incidents 49-116
W Apr 1
Jacobs, Incidents 116-58
M Apr 6
Jacobs continued; Harper “Free Labor” (e-reserve); draft workshop for research essay
W Apr 8
Hopkins 1095; Life Among the Piutes 1095-1115
M Apr 13
The Power of Poetry:  Freeman “The Poetess”; Smith 425; “The Poet” 428-29;
Dickinson 841; “They shut me up in Prose” 847; “Tell all the Truth but tell it slant” 852; “On my volcano grows the grass” 853; “I think I was enchanted” 848
W Apr 15
Labor Pains:  Gilman 1280; “The Anti-Suffragists” 1281-82; The Yellow Wall-Paper 1283-94
M Apr 20
Gilman, The Yellow Wall-Paper continued; excerpt from Women and Economy (e-reserves); research essay due 
W Apr 22
Alcott, Work 5-114
M Apr 27 
Alcott, Work 115-238
W Apr 29
Alcott, Work 239-344
M May 4 
Second Exam
