English 425

The organizing principle behind this class is to allow the instructor to respond to problems in the students’ work.  For instance, if I see that someone is having trouble with a particular element of fiction, such as character, I’ll give a little talk about character, and we will read a piece of fiction in which character is very strong.   Since this is the case, it is difficult to say precisely in what order we are going to read outside stories or essays about writing, or, for that matter, if everything listed here will be discussed, not to mention the possibility that there will be substitutions as needed.  

Each week we will discuss two to three stories by students. 

This is an advanced course and the reading and the students’ work will be more intense than the beginning and intermediate courses.  

In general, the class will look something like this. 

January 21st 
Introduction with general comments about writing with emphasis on FR Leavis’  Technique As Discovery and the uses of dramatic structure.  We will also discuss the importance of revision.   Review of topics covered in earlier classes.  Hand out for students who have not been in a class of mine. 
Reading for January 28th: Tony Earley (The Prophet From Jupiter), Kafka (The Metamorphosis). 
Assignment for two students to produce work to be discussed on the 28th.

January 28th
Discussion of the Metamorphosis, with emphasis on the methods by which Kafka is able to make this tale believable, and to see, too, how he allows the reader to enter the story.   Discussion of Camus’ essay on the power of Kafka.
Discussion of Tony Earley and the use of detail.   Discussion of the uses of vision. 
Discussion of student’s work.

February 4th
Discussion of first third of Graham Greene’s Brighton Rock, with emphasis on those aspects of fiction (dramatic structure, point of view, etc.) used in longer pieces of fiction.  Discussion of how one goes about writing a novel.    
Discussion of students’ work. 
Extra reading: John Gardner’s “Common Errors.”   
February 11th
Discussion of middle third of Brighton Rock. 

Discussion of students’ work.

February 18th
Discussion of last third of Brighton Rock.    We might also sum up the use of those elements, particularly dramatic structure, that go into a novel. 

Discussion of students’ work.

February 25th
Discussion of Elizabeth Spencer’s novella, Light In The Piazza, with a continuing emphasis on dramatic structure and other elements that go into longer pieces of fiction.

Discussion of students’ work. 
March 4th 
First third of As I Lay Dying, with emphasis on the details of longer fiction.
Discussion of students’ work.
March 11th – Spring Break 

March 18th 

Middle third of As I Lay Dying.

Discussion of students’ work.

March 25th
Last third of As I Lay Dying.

Discussion of students’ work.

April 1st
Discussion of first third of novel to be agreed upon by consensus of class.

Discussion of students’ work.

April 8th
Discussion of middle third of novel to be agreed upon by consensus of class.

Discussion of students’ work.

April 15th 
Discussion of last third of novel to be agreed upon by consensus of class.

Discussion of students’ work.

April 22nd
Examination of revisions done on a piece of fiction by half of the class.  The emphasis here will be on how the revision was done and if, for instance, one element (such of point of view) was changed so that the student discovered something new about the substance of the story. 
April 29th 
Examination of revisions done on a piece of fiction by remaining half of the class.  The emphasis here will be on how the revision was done and if, for instance, one element (such of point of view) was changed so that the student discovered something new about the substance of the story.

Concluding remarks.   Stories from the writing life.  A few words about publishing, agents, and other practical matters. 
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