New Subjects in/of Feminist Theory

English 531 — Feminist Theory and Women Writers

MHRA 1209 / M 3:30-6:20 pm

Annette Van

Office:
MHRA 3318





Phone: 334-5866

Office Hours:
M 2:00-3:15 pm or by appt.


Email: 
amvan@uncg.edu

Mailbox: MHRA 3114

Course Description
 How are contemporary feminists reimagining the subject in the wake of globalization, the third wave, digital media? Who is the subject of the new millennium? What new subjects have emerged onto the feminist landscape?
Texts

Berlant, Lauren: The Female Complaint
Braidotti, Rosi: Nomadic Subjects
Fausto-Sterling, Anne: Sexing the Body
Grewal, Inderpal: Transnational America
Hagedorn, Jessica: Dogeaters
Hayles, N. Katharine: How We Became Posthuman

Hesford, Wendy: Framing Identities
Klein, Anne Carolyn: Meeting the Great Bliss Queen*

Nakamura, Lisa: Cybertypes
Wilson, Elizabeth: Psychosomatic
All other texts are available through Blackboard and/or E-Reserve.

* This text is not available through the UNCG Bookstore, but is available from other sources.

Course Policies

· Students will complete all assignments by the due date.

· Attendance is mandatory.
· Participation is vital to the success of the seminar and is expected.

Assignments

Group Facilitation and Short Paper

Each group will be assigned one class session to facilitate.

a) Each group will design and implement a class plan appropriate to graduate-level study (with an emphasis on discussion). The group should be prepared to: identify, introduce, and develop key issues derived from the assigned reading; situate those concepts within the framework of the course, prior discussions, and other texts; elaborate the implications of the reading; offer critique and or complication.

b) Each individual in the group will prepare a 1-page, single-spaced critique of the assigned reading, due at the beginning of the session s/he is facilitating.

Final Paper

1) Each student will meet individually with Professor to discuss the final paper. Students will arrive at the meeting prepared to discuss topic in depth, having done preliminary research and planning.

2) Due 5/11 at 5pm. Final Paper—an article-length (15-20 pages) scholarly paper.

CLASS SCHEDULE

M 1/26: Introductory Lecture 

M 2/2: Braidotti Nomadic Subjects
M 2/9: Grewal Transanational America
M 2/16: Hagedorn Dogeaters
M 2/23: Berlant The Female Complaint

M 3/2: Kapur “Dark Times,” Liu “Translingual Practice,” Weeks “Labor, Standpoints, + Feminist Subjects”

M 3/9: Spring Break

M 3/16: Klein Meeting the Great Bliss Queen
M 3/23: Fausto-Sterling Sexing the Body
M 3/30: Wilson Psychosomatic
M 4/6: Nakamura Cybertypes, Turkle “Thinking of Yourself as a Machine”

M 4/13: Hayles How We Became Posthuman





M 4/20: Hesford Framing Identities
M 4/27: Oliver “Beyond Recognition” + “Identity as Subordination,” Brison “Outliving Oneself”

M 5/4: No class in lieu of individual appointments

