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Spring 2009

James Evans 
(3107 MHRA; 334-3282; james_evans@uncg.edu; office hours, Tuesdays, 3:20-4:20, Wednesdays, 2:30-3:30, Thursdays, 10:30-11:30; other times by appointment)
Student learning goals:
After completing the course, you should

– have increased knowledge of British literature and culture in the long eighteenth century;

– be able to read selected Restoration and eighteenth-century plays with better understanding of their formal and cultural contexts;

– have increased knowledge of Restoration and eighteenth-century discourse about drama;

– have increased understanding of critical issues informing study of these plays;

– be able to write, speak, and conduct research more effectively about these plays.

Texts:


Scott McMillin, ed.  Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Comedy, 2nd ed. (Norton) – NCE 
Melinda C. Finberg, ed.  Eighteenth-Century Women Dramatists (Oxford) – ECWD 
Oliver Goldsmith, She Stoops to Conquer (Dover)

George Farquhar, The Beaux’ Stratagem (Eighteenth Century Collections Online, Library)

Essays in Companion to Restoration Drama, ed. Susan J. Owen (Blackboard Course Documents)
Reading assignments for class discussion:

Restoration Comedy

Contexts: January 22

“Stages, Actors, and Audiences,” NCE 535-62



“On Wit, Humour, and Laughter” (Hobbes & Dryden), NCE 457-61, 466-73



Novak, “Libertinism and Sexuality” (Blackboard)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1George Etherege, The Man of Mode (1676), NCE: January 27, 29



Markley, “Etherege, Wycherley and the Ironies of Wit (Blackboard)


William Wycherley, The Country Wife (1675), NCE: February 3, 5



Rosenthal, “Masculinity in Restoration Drama” (Blackboard)


Aphra Behn, The Rover (1677), NCE: February 10, 12, 17



Lowenthal, “Two Female Playwrights of the Restoration” (Blackboard)
Late Stuart and Early Georgian Comedy

William Congreve, The Way of the World (1700), NCE: February 19, 24, 26



“The Collier Controversy,” NCE 493-516


George Farquhar, The Beaux’ Stratagem (1707): March 3, 5



Farquhar, selections from A Discourse upon Comedy

Susanna Centlivre, The Busy-Body (1709), ECWD: March 17, 19



“On Wit, Humour, and Laughter” (Steele & Addison), NCE 481-89


Richard Steele, The Conscious Lovers (1722), NCE: March 24, 26



“Steele & Dennis on Man of Mode,” NCE 517-19, 525-29

Later Georgian Comedy
Oliver Goldsmith, She Stoops to Conquer (1773): March 31, April 2



Goldsmith, “An Essay on the Theatre,” NCE 489-92


Richard Brinsley Sheridan, The School for Scandal (1777), NCE: April 7, 9, 14


Hannah Cowley, The Belle’s Stratagem (1780), ECWD: April 16, 21

Discussion of Papers: April 23, 28, 30

Reading Journal/Position Papers
You will write weekly pieces (2-3 pages) on critical issues that interest you in the play under discussion.  Beginning the week of January 27 and continuing through the week of April 14, turn in a piece each week, including at least one piece on each play (see exceptions).  You may follow the prompts below or write such topics as gender, class, marriage, libertinism, wit, irony, and satire.  Focus on one issue in each piece. 
– Write about a significant or problematic passage, scene, or character.

– Write about a difficulty, resolved or unresolved, for a character, the author, or the reader.

Critical/Research Paper

Developing a journal piece or brief prospectus, write an essay of 12-15 pages.  You may write about an aspect of one play or on a topic in two or three plays.  At least two weeks before your deadline, schedule a meeting to discuss your plans.  Bring an annotated bibliography of secondary sources (books, book chapters, journal articles) that address relevant issues.  The schedule for initial submission (not a first draft) depends on the day selected for discussion of your paper; two days before that date post your paper as an attachment on the Blackboard Discussion Board.  Following class discussion, submit a revision by Reading Day, May 6.

Class Participation/Presentations
I expect you to attend regularly, arrive on time, and be actively involved in discussion.  Since this is a discussion class, your presence and participation are important to our inquiry.  While these texts may be unfamiliar, remember that you bring to them perspectives developed in the study of other literatures, theory, and rhetoric.


Review of Journal Article/Book Chapter:  Since these reviews are intended to introduce you to eighteenth-century studies, you should summarize the main argument(s), along with the critic’s general approach and supporting evidence.  Consider how this argument may be useful to the class, ways to extend the argument, the methodology, and flaws.  Turn in a written version (2-3 pages, which substitutes for your journal that week).  For oral delivery, plan for about 10 minutes; you may either read or talk through the paper.  Afterward, be prepared to answer questions.


Discussion Leading: Working in teams of two, you will lead class discussion for about 30 minutes once during the semester.  You are in charge during this time.  Discuss scenes or characters you find interesting or significant and frame some critical issues arising from them.  Discuss your plans with me in advance.  Your notes or outline will substitute for your journal that week.


Research papers:  You will introduce class discussion of your paper by briefly describing your argument and strategies and unresolved problems.  Each member of the seminar should be prepared to respond to others’ papers.
Course Grade: Journal/position papers, 35%; paper, 35%; presentations/participation, 30%.
