English 682: The Structure of Verse

Office: MHRA 3307

Professor: David Roderick


Office Phone: 336-334-3979 

E-mail: drroderi@uncg.edu


Office Hours: Tues/Thurs, 9am – 10:45am








(or before class or by appointment)

Overview:  This course is designed to develop your understanding of meter, rhythm, and other formal qualities constituting the musical elements of a poem.  It also provides an opportunity and a structure in which to think about the idea of form itself.  Most importantly, we will study and compose poems in metrical, accentual, and open patterns with the expectation that these practices will enhance and inform your own unique method of crafting poems.
Required Texts:

The Sounds of Poetry, Robert Pinsky

The Making of a Poem, Eavan Boland and Mark Strand
Blackboard materials.  Print copies of these materials for class. 

Syllabus:

Note: This syllabus is a work-in-progress, and is subject to change at my discretion.

January 

20
Introduction.  Pinsky’s The Sounds of Poetry.  Meter and Rhythm.  Scanning poems.  

HW: Blackboard: Fussell’s Chapters 1 and 2.  Nims’s Chapter 9 (“The Dancer and the Dance”) and do “Exercises & Diversions” (A,  B, and G [1 and 3]) on pages 240-244 of the Nims reading.  Type up each passage (double-spaced), scan it, and bring it to class.  
27
Discuss Pinsky, Fussell, and Nims readings.  More scanning.  Discuss student presentations. 

HW: Writing assignment #1: Vocal.  MOAP: Chapter on the ballad.  Blackboard: Fussell’s Chapter 3 and Nims’s Chapter 10 (“Different Drummers”).  For practice, try the exercises at the end of “Different Drummers.” (You don’t have to turn them in.)  “The Shooting of Dan McGrew.” 
February

3
Ballads.  Discuss Fussell and Nims readings and scan poems for metrical variations.

HW:  Writing assignment #2: Ballad. Blackboard: Prose Reader #1 (Hass, Valery, Attali, Jackson).  Blackboard: Passages from Psalms, Smart, Shakespeare, Whitman, Ginsberg, others.

10
Anaphora.  Discussion of readings by Hass, Valery, Attali, Jackson.

HW: Writing assignment #3: Anaphora.  Blackboard: Roethke’s “Some Remarks on Rhythm.” Passages from Beowulf, poems by Pound, Auden, Wilbur and others.
17
Student presentations.  Roethke.  Old English alliterative verse.

HW: Writing assignment #4: Old English alliterative verse.  MOAP: Chapter on blank verse.  Blackboard: Hecht’s essay “Blank Verse.”
24
Student presentations.  Blank verse.  

HW:  Writing assignment #5: Blank verse.  MOAP: Chapter on the sonnet.  Blackboard: Oppenheimer’s “The Birth of the Modern Mind” and early Renaissance sonnets.  Fussell’s Chapter 7: “Structural Principles: The Example of the Sonnet.”  Sonnets by various poets.

March

3
Student presentations.  Oppenheimer.  Fussell.  Sonnets.

HW: Writing assignment #6: Sonnet.  MOAP:  Chapter on heroic couplets.  Memorize a sonnet for recitation in class.  Blackboard: Wimsatt’s “One Relation of Rhyme to Reason.” Steele’s “’The Bravest Sort of Verses’: The Heroic Couplet.”
10
Spring Break
17
Sonnet recitations.  Wimsatt.  Steele.  Heroic couplets.

HW:  Writing assignment #7: Heroic couplets.  Blackboard: Ali’s “Ghazal: To Be Teased into DisUnity.” Ghazals by Ali, Tretheway, Calvocoressi and others.
24
Student presentations.  Ghazals.

HW:  Writing assignment #8: Ghazal.  Blackboard: Hadas’s “All Composed in a Meter of Catullus: Hendecasyllabics” and hendecasyllabic poems by Auden and Cunningham.  Schulman’s “Sapphics” and sapphics by Sappho/Carson, Hollander, and Ginsberg. 
31
Student presentations.  Catullan Hendecasyllabics and Sapphics.

HW: Writing assignment #9: Catullan Hendecasyllabics or Sapphics.  MOAP: Chapter on the villanelle.  Blackboard: Kumin’s essay “Gymnastics: The Villanelle.” Drafts of Bishop’s “One Art”
April

7
Student presentations.  Bishop drafts.  Villanelles.

HW:  Writing assignment #10: Villanelle.  Blackboard: Roethke’s “How to Write Like Someone Else”
14
Student presentations.  Roethke.  Poems by Wyatt and Hardy.

HW: Writing assignment #11: Imitation of Wyatt or Hardy.  Blackboard: Delville’s “Strange Tales and Bitter Emergencies: A Few Notes on the Prose Poem.”  Prose poems by Baudelaire and various others.
21
Student presentations.  Prose poems.

HW: Writing assignment #12: Prose poem.  (Copies for everyone)

28
Share prose poems.  Finis.
