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English 688-01: Women’s Rhetoric and Feminist Pedagogy

Spring 2009: Mondays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. in MHRA 2204

Instructor: Nancy Myers

334-3974 or nancymyers@uncg.edu

MHRA 3328—Office Hours: 5-6 p.m. Mondays or by appointment 

On who speaks from Cheryl Glenn’s Rhetoric Retold

Rhetoric always inscribes the relation of language and power at a particular moment (including who may speak, who may listen or who will agree to listen, and what can be said).

On women representing themselves from Joy Ritchie and Kate Ronald’s Available Means

As they claim the means of representing themselves, many women rhetors construct an alternative subjectivity for women and in the process claim what minority women writers have helped us identify as oppositional identities, providing a new set of discourses, making available a new set of “means” on which women can draw in order to continue to define women’s subjectivity. 

On teaching as racialized and gendered from Cheryl L. Johnson’s “Masks and Other Drapings”


Teaching, then, has never been for me simply the transmission of information; instead, it has facilitated my desire to have students interrogate difference, step outside the margins of their own discourses and discursive practices, and reconsider their ideologies, whether shaky or scared.

 On identity as an academic from Nancy Sommers’ “Between the Drafts”


I began at last to have a conversation with all the voices I embody, and I wonder why so many issues are posed as either/or propositions. Either I stop sucking my thumb or the great long-legged scissor-man will cut it off. Either I cook two chickens or my guests will go away hungry. Either I accept authority or I question it. Either I have babies and be in service of the species or I write books and be in service of the academy. Either I be personal or I be academic.


These either/or ways of seeing exclude life and real revision by pushing us to safe positions, to what is known. They are safe positions that exclude each other and don’t allow for any ambiguity, uncertainty. Only when I suspend myself between either and or can I move away from conventional boundaries and being to see shapes and shadows and contours—ambiguity, uncertainty, and discontinuity, moments when the seams of life just don’t want to hold; days when I wake up to find, once again, that I don’t have enough bread for the children’s sandwiches or that there are no shoelaces for their gym shoes. My life is full of uncertainty; negotiating that uncertainty day to day gives me authority.


Focus:  Two questions will drive this course: 1) How do the genres of women's discourses restrict and support their rhetorical agency? and 2) How do theories of feminist pedagogies critique and extend the practices of the classroom? With a focus on genre, this course will start with three versions of The Women: Clare Boothe Luce's play and two movie adaptations (1939 and 2008). We will then explore across time the genres women have written within, the rhetorics they have embraced, and feminist theories tied to teaching. We will be dealing with film, poetry, short story, conduct books, speeches, essays, magazines, educational treatises, arguments for women’s ministry, pedagogical articles, etc. 

Readings
Books to Purchase, Borrow, or Steal

Christine de Pizan. The Treasure of the City of Ladies. Trans. Sarah Lawson. Rev. Ed. London: Penguin, 2003. 

Luce, Clare Boothe, The Women. Rev ed. New York: Dramatists Play Service, 1966. Random House, 1937.

Readings in Blackboard (see schedule and Blackboard Readings folder.)
Films to View

The Women. Screenplay by Anita Loos and Jane Murfin. Dir. George Cukor. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 1939. Video. Turner Entertainment, 2001. DVD. Turner Entertainment, 2005.

The Women. Screenplay by Diane English. Dir. Diane English. Picturehouse, 2008. DVD. Warner Home Video, 2008.

Evaluation: Your grade for this course is dependent on being prepared for class 

1) by carefully reading and responding in writing to the primary and secondary texts (response writings) and by doing your weekly writer research (5 weeks), 

2) by participating during each class in a thoughtful and reasonable manner (hilarity being a reasonable response), and 

3) by being professional and responsible in your oral and written work (individual profile,  group presentations, your weekly 500-word reading response, and your Reflecting piece)

Attendance:  Since your course grade is influenced by your class participation and your preparedness, regular attendance seems the most logical approach. If you can’t make a class, let me know in advance. 

Oral and Written Requirements

Response Writings:  For each designated class period (10 weeks, see schedule), you need to bring a 500-word response to the assigned readings, research, and presentations, preferably word-processed. (Yes, you can write more than 500 words.) So that you know, the first page of this policy sheet has 527 words on it. See weekly schedule for type of response. These responses ask you to actively engage in the discussions, issues, and genres of the texts and presentations, so you may focus on a specific issue in one reading or on connections you made across texts and across weeks. As long as you respond to what you’re reading/viewing/participating in you are doing this right. The letters to the groups need to be at least 250 words each. We will share your responses in class, and I will respond to them weekly. 

Individual Research on Authors:  Before class on the weeks of 16 Feb, 23 Feb, 23 Mar, 30 Mar, 6 Apr (5 weeks), you will find out some biographical information on one of the rhetoricians/writers represented in the assigned readings for that night. During class, you will meet with others who have also researched that rhetorician/writer to devise a 2-minute oral overview as background for our class discussions. These are informal, so as long as you have done the readings, done some research on your rhetorician/writer, and work with the group to create an overview, you are doing this correctly. We will discuss this more on 2 February when we go over the Individual Profile assignment.  

Individual Profiles on 20th Century Women Rhetoricians:  On 16 March 2009, you will offer us in some fashion an overview of one woman rhetorician of the twentieth century. This may take the form of a 4-6 minute talk with handout or visuals; a booklet of materials with a short spoken introduction/explanation; a website display, a pamphlet, a PowerPoint presentation, an article for an alumni magazine, etc. Before class time, you will attach your product/resource in the BlackBoard discussion forum titled “Profiles on 20th Century Women Rhetoricians.” The product/resource should include a listing of publications written by the professional as well as sources about the professional. You need to offer information on that individual’s contributions to the discipline, educational background, institutional affiliations, main arguments and terms, research methodology or/and cross-disciplinarity, etc. We will discuss this assignment in more detail on 2 February, and your woman rhetorician will be decided on 9 February. Depending on your choice, you may want to research through electronic means—such as examining that rhetorician’s website or conducting an email interview (if alive)—as well as through more traditional ones.  

Group Presentation:  On 13 and 20 April, in groups of three-to-four, you will offer a one-hour interactive presentation on a topic covering some aspect of the rhetoric(s) of a twentieth-century genre/industry/organization by women or created for them. Topics may include but are not limited to women’s magazines started/run by women (such as Louisa Knapp’s Ladies Home Journal, Gloria Steinem’s MS, O, The Oprah Magazine, Martha Stewart Living), women’s activist groups (such as NOW, Women in Black), girls’ organizations (such as the Girl Scouts, Campfire Girls, Rainbow Girls), women politicians, women’s sports, women’s conduct books (such as Emily Post), women’s cosmetics and fashion (such as Elizabeth Arden, Helena Rubinstein), women writers’ representations of women in popular literature (such as Laura Ingalls Wilder, Mildred A. Wirt Benson aka Carolyn Keene, Agathe Christie), etc. Besides the historical aspects of these topics, you need to examine and critique these genres/industries in how their discourses and images restrict and support women’s rhetorical agency. All presentations should include textual, visual, and media examples/samples as appropriate. Your purposes are to critically inform, to teach, and to delight, so you will have control over the organization, activities, and research of this presentation/workshop. Each group member will be responsible for 10 sources. Think of sources as articles, essays, and entries, not entire books; moreover, the assigned readings for this course may be used for and in the presentations, but will not be counted as sources. The 30-40 sources will be compiled in a comprehensive annotated bibliography either all in APA or MLA (handout attached in Blackboard). You will post all of your materials in your Blackboard presentation folder and provide handouts as needed for the presentation. You will have the classroom workstation to show websites, film clips, audio clips, online images, etc. as needed. On 9 February we will discuss this assignment in more detail; on 2 March we will set the groups, topics, and presentation dates; and on 16 March you will have class time for your groups to meet.

Reflecting Piece:  At the end of the semester, you will compose an approximately 1500-word piece, including Works Cited (APA or MLA), that presents your synthesis of women’s rhetoric(s), feminist pedagogy(ies), or some aspect that intersects the two. This assignment is both an opportunity for you to reflect on your personal experiences in academe and the world and to metacognitively analyze the ways women do and do not have agency in their personal and professional lives. If you are male, you may frame this in your understanding of the women you work with and love or in the ways males do and do not have agency in academe and the world. This piece represents your standpoint. You do not need to do more research for this piece. In fact, I urge you to use the readings required for this course and for others and your research for other assignments across this semester. While this may reflect any genre (a dialogue, diary/journal entries, an open letter, an essay, etc.), if you are interested in presenting your research at conferences, I suggest that you focus what you write about and the argument you make toward a specific conference. These pieces are considered processed texts, meaning that revision and proofreading are expected. By 4 May, you will post your “Reflecting” piece in the Blackboard discussion forum titled “Reading Our Rhetorical Community,” and you need to bring one printed copy to the dinner party to share orally and to leave with me. We will discuss this assignment in detail on 30 March. 

English 688-01: Women’s Rhetoric and Feminist Pedagogy

Weekly Schedule for Spring 2009

26 January:




Reading Rhetorically

Overview of the Course

1939 version of The Women
2 February:

Reading Representations of Women in Film and Drama 

Readings


*Bordo, Susan R. “The Body and the Reproduction of Femininity: A Feminist Appropriation of Foucault.” Gender/Body/Knowledge: Feminist Reconstructions of Being and Knowing. Ed. Alison M. Jaggar and Susan R. Bordo. New Brunswick: Rutgers UP, 1989. 13-33.

*Luce, Clare Boothe, The Women. Rev ed. New York: Dramatists Play Service, 1966. Random House, 1937.

*Viewed in class: The Women. Screenplay by Anita Loos and Jane Murfin. Dir. George Cukor. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 1939. Video. Turner Entertainment, 2001. DVD. Turner Entertainment, 2005. 

*Viewed before class: The Women. Screenplay by Diane English. Dir. Diane English. Picturehouse, 2008. DVD. Warner Home Video, 2008. 

Response:  
to play and films

Discuss Individual Profiles on 20th Century Women Rhetoricians assignment
9 February:

Reading the Academic Woman

Readings


*Bizzell, Patricia. “Praising Folly: Constructing a Postmodern Rhetorical Authority as a Woman.” Feminine Principles and Women’s Experience in American Composition and Rhetoric. Ed. Louise Wetherbee Phelps and Janet Emig. Pittsburgh: U of Pittsburgh P, 1995. 27-42.

*Devitt, Amy J. “An Analysis of Genres in Social Settings.” Writing Genres. Carbondale: SIUP, 2004. 33-65.

*Gearhart, Sally Miller. “The Womanization of Rhetoric.” Feminism and Composition: A Critical Sourcebook. Ed. Gesa E. Kirsch, et al. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003. 53-60.

*Romano, Susan. “On Becoming a Woman: Pedagogies of the Self.” Feminism and Composition: A Critical Sourcebook. Ed. Gesa E. Kirsch, et al. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003. 447-65.

Response:  
to readings

Bring 3 choices for the 20th Century Women Rhetoricians Profile to class.
Discuss Group Presentation assignment
16 February:

Reading Short Stories Rhetorically

Readings

*Gilman, Charlotte Perkins. “The Yellow Wallpaper.” The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women. Ed. Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar. New York: Norton, 1985. 1148-61.
*Oates, Joyce Carol. “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women. Ed. Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar. New York: Norton, 1985. 2277-91.

*One short story by a woman author—your choice. 

Do your background research on the author that you chose.

Response:
to readings

23 February:

Reading Poetry Rhetorically

Readings


*Sappho. Poems/fragments by first line. In Sappho’s Lyre: Archaic Lyric and Women Poets of Ancient Greece. Trans. Diane J. Rayor. Berkeley: U of California P, 1991.

“On the throne of many hues, Immortal Aphrodite,” 51-2.

“Some say an army of horsemen, others,” 55.

“I think no woman of such skill,” 59.

“Sweet mother, I cannot weave—,” 63.

“Bride: Virginity, virginity, where have you gone leaving me behind?,” 79.

And “He seems to me an equal to the Gods.” In Rhetoric and Poetics in Antiquity. Jeffrey Walker. New York: Oxford UP, 2000. 232.
*Lowell, Amy. “The Sisters.” The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women. Ed. Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar. New York: Norton, 1985. 1300-04.

*Sarton, May. “My Sisters, O My Sisters.” The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women. Ed. Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar. New York: Norton, 1985. 1772-75.

*Levertov, Denise. “Song for Ishtar,” “Hypocrite Women,” “In Mind.” The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women. Ed. Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar. New York: Norton, 1985. 1943-45.

*Jong, Erica. “Alcestis on the Poetry Circuit.” The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women. Ed. Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar. New York: Norton, 1985. 2357-58.

Do your background research on the author that you chose.

Response:
to readings

2 March:

Reading Issues of Feminist Pedagogies

Readings
 

*Sánchez-Casal, Susan, and Amie A. Macdonald. “Introduction: Feminist Reflections on the Pedagogical Relevance of Identity.” Twenty-First-Century Feminist Classrooms: Pedagogies of Identity and Difference. Ed. Amie A. Macdonald and Susan Sánchez-Casal. New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2002. 1-28.

*Macdonald, Amie A. “Feminist Pedagogy and the Appeal to Epistemic Privilege.” Twenty-First-Century Feminist Classrooms: Pedagogies of Identity and Difference. Ed. Amie A. Macdonald and Susan Sánchez-Casal. New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2002. 111-33.

*Kaye/Kantrowitz, Melanie. “Representation, Entitlement, and Voyeurism: Teaching Across Difference.” Twenty-First-Century Feminist Classrooms: Pedagogies of Identity and Difference. Ed. Amie A. Macdonald and Susan Sánchez-Casal. New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2002. 281-98.

Response:
to readings 

Groups, topics, and dates set for presentations

Spring Break 9-15 March
16 March:

Reading Women’s Rhetorics, Rhetoricians, and Rhetors

Readings 


*Ritchie, Joy, and Kate Ronald. “Riding Long Coattails, Subverting Tradition: The Tricky Business of Feminists Teaching Rhetoric(s). Feminism and Composition Studies: In Other Words. Ed. Susan C. Jarratt and Lynn Worsham. New York: MLA, 1998. 217-38.

20th Century Women Rhetoricians Profile Due in Blackboard and for Class Share

Time for Groups to meet on presentations and research

23 March:

Reading Women’s Essays

Readings

*Inés de la Cruz, Sor Juana. Excerpt from “La Respuesta.” Available Means: An Anthology of Women’s Rhetoric(s). Ed. Joy Ritchie and Kate Ronald. Pittsburgh: U of Pittsburgh P, 2001. 72-8.


* Hurston, Zora Neale. “How It Feels to Be Colored Me.” The Norton Anthology of Literature by Women. Ed. Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar. New York: Norton, 1985. 1649-53.

*Rich, Adrienne. “When We Dead Awaken: Writing as Re-Vision.” Available Means: An Anthology of Women’s Rhetoric(s). Ed. Joy Ritchie and Kate Ronald. Pittsburgh: U of Pittsburgh P, 2001. 268-81.

*Mairs, Nancy. “Carnal Acts.” Available Means: An Anthology of Women’s Rhetoric(s). Ed. Joy Ritchie and Kate Ronald. Pittsburgh: U of Pittsburgh P, 2001. 392-400.

Do your background research on the author that you chose.

Response:
to readings

30 March:

Reading Statements on Women’s Ministry and Preaching



Readings


*Fell, Margaret. “Women’s Speaking Justified, Proved and Allowed of by the Scriptures (1666).” Rhetorical Theory by Women Before 1900. Ed. Jane Donawerth. Lanham: Rowen and Littlefield, 2002. 60-72.

*Grimké, Sarah. “Letter XIV: Ministry of Women.” The Rhetorical Tradition. 2nd ed. Ed. Patricia Bizzell and Bruce Herzberg. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2001. 1054-60.

*Palmer, Phoebe. Excerpt from Tongue of Fire on the Daughters of the Lord. The Rhetorical Tradition. 2nd ed. Ed. Patricia Bizzell and Bruce Herzberg. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2001.1100-13.

*Willard, Frances. Excerpt from Woman in the Pulpit. The Rhetorical Tradition. 2nd ed. Ed. Patricia Bizzell and Bruce Herzberg. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2001. 1124-35.

Do your background research on the author that you chose.

Response:
to readings

Discussion of Reflecting Piece

6 April:

Reading Speeches on Women’s Rights

Readings

*Hortensia. “Speech to the Triumvirs.” Available Means: An Anthology of Women’s Rhetoric(s). Ed. Joy Ritchie and Kate Ronald. Pittsburgh: U of Pittsburgh P, 2001. 17-18.
*Truth, Sojourner. “Speech Delivered to the Woman’s Rights Convention, Akron, Ohio.” Gage and Campbell versions. With Pen and Voice. Ed. Shirley Wilson Logan. Carbondale: SIUP, 1995. 24-27. and “Speech of May 10, 1867 at the American Equal Rights Association Convention.” Man Cannot Speak for Her. Ed. Karlyn Kohrs Campbell. Vol II. New York: Praeger, 1989. 254-57.

*Clinton, Hillary Rodham. “Women’s Rights are Human Rights.” http://www.americanrhetoric.com
Do your background research on the author that you chose.

Response:  
to readings

Fair Warning: Major reading assignment due in three weeks; be prepared.
13 April:

Reading the Rhetoric of 20th Century Women’s ?

Presentation 1:  

Presentation 2:

20 April:

Reading the Rhetoric of 20th Century Women’s ?

Presentation 3:

Presentation 4:

Response: 
2 letters to presentation group members 1 & 2

27 April:

Reading Conduct Books for Women’s Rhetorical Agency

Readings


*Christine de Pizan. The Treasure of the City of Ladies. Trans. Sarah Lawson. Rev. Ed. London: Penguin, 2003. 

*Pan Chao. “Lessons for Women (First century).” Rhetorical Theory by Women Before 1900. Ed. Jane Donawerth. Lanham: Rowen and Littlefied, 2002. 15-21.

Response:  
1) 2 letters to presentation group members 3 & 4


2) to readings

4 May:

Reading Our Rhetorical Community

Dinner Party at Nancy’s home

Reflecting Piece in Blackboard discussion forum and one paper copy to read from and leave with me. 

