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English 701

HHRA 3204

Tuesdays, 6:30-9:15

Introduction to English Studies

Mary Ellis Gibson

3115 MMHRA

334-3973, megibson@uncg.edu
Office hours: Tuesdays 3:30-5, Thurs, 12:30-2 and by appointment. Please make appointment in advance by email whenever possible.

This course is organized around five questions:

· what is English studies?

· what is a book, a text, an edition?

· what counts as good academic writing and why?

· what are the resources for graduate level research?

· what can you learn in an English degree that applies beyond the world of 


teaching?

We are not of course going to answer any of these questions entirely, but through a series of readings, library “exercises,” and analysis of academic writing, we will at least test their dimensions.

When you’ve finished this class you should have accomplished the following objectives:

· be able critically to discuss the nature of disciplinarity in the humanities

· be able critically to analyze the choices behind editorial decisions, canon formation, and the manifestations of the material text

· understand some of the conventions of academic writing and be able to analyze your own rhetorical strategies

· be familiar with both print and electronic resources for literary study

· have some new ideas about what you might do after you finish this degree

Assignments:

Your grade will be based on three things: class attendance and participation (including Blackboard posts etc. as specified below), group presentations, and a final portfolio of written work including homework, quizzes and a research paper.

1. Attendance and participation. This is a small class. Your presence every week is crucial, as is your preparation for class.  After one absence (one week of class) your grade will suffer for each subsequent absence for a full or partial class. Leaving early is considered an “absence.” 

You will be asked to post assignments to Blackboard and to post the results of your interview assignment (see below) as well.  Your participation in class and on Blackboard will account for 30% of the final grade. Some of the assignments to Blackboard will be responses to readings, others will be library exercises.  The two quizzes on the Chicago Manual of Style will not be posted to Blackboard, of course, but will be included in this portion of your course grade.

The interview is due on March 31.  I will ask you to interview a professor in the English department OR a professional whose background is in advanced English who works outside of a traditional teaching position. Your goal is to understand how they view the kinds of education they received as part of their training, how they currently use or understand research agendas and, if relevant, canonical questions, and what they find to be the most rewarding and most challenging aspects of their current positions.  

2. You will be asked to do two presentations / group projects (one in pairs or a threesome; one as part of a larger group collaboration).  The first will be on the book, Professing Literature, by Gerald Graff. This will be presented on February 3. The second will be your class project, creating a casebook edition of Amitav Ghosh’s novel The Shadow Lines.. This will be due on April 21. (10% each)

3. You will be asked to do an annotated bibliography, a prospectus, a paper workshop and a seminar paper (about 15 pages). These, taken together, will constitute 40% of the final grade. 

4. There will be a final portfolio which will include a) printouts of all Blackboard posts and assignments  b) interview write-ups as posted to Blackboard; c) annotated bibliography; d) paper prospectus; e) final seminar paper. The final portfolio should be prefaced by a brief statement in which you examine what issues have been most salient for you in the course, what themes have developed, and what changes to your thinking have occurred. Portfolios are due (without exception) on the last day of class, Tuesday, April 28. Any work turned in after this date may result in your receiving an incomplete for the course. I cannot be responsible for any consequences for your financial aid if you receive an incomplete. I will grade incomplete work as soon as I am conveniently able to do so.  If you have financial aid or wish to have a grade at the appropriate time, your work should be complete on the last day of class. 

Obviously, all work for this and all other assignments shall adhere to the academic code of conduct and shall be free of plagiarism (see Graduate School Bulletin for detailed policy; general guidelines for citation are spelled out in the Chicago Manual and the MLA Handbook). We will discuss the importance of appropriate citations; any questions should be directed to the instructor asap. You may turn in work, such as a final paper, as a graded assignment for more than one class only with the prior permission of both instructors. Be sure that you allow sufficient time for the permission process should you wish to do this. The penalties for plagiarism, for other forms of violation of the code of conduct, and for double submitting work range from an F for the work in question, to an F for the course, to honor court proceedings and expulsion from the University.

I will be providing feedback to you at appropriate intervals in response to your written and oral work. If at any time you would like a written response to your work for any 
additional assignment, please give me a hard copy of the text of the material at the beginning or end of class. I will return it to you no later than the next class period..”

Readings and assignments:

Jan. 20:
Introduction: initial exercises and discussion of course parameters

The big questions: what is a canon, what do we bring to our work, what is research, what is reading. 



Reading and writing exercise: see handouts. 



Partner assignments for Graff chapters.




a. Graff: reviews and impact of volume




b. Chapters 4-7




c. Chapters 8-10

Jan. 27:
Read Matthew Arnold, “The Function of Criticism,” 




http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poet/7.html.



Read Graff, “Introduction,” Chapters 2-3; Chapters 13-15.

Read Rolande Barthes, “The Death of the Author” http://www.ubu.com/aspen/aspen5and6/index.html


It would be helpful to look at the Jackson Library website, particularly 



http://library.uncg.edu/depts/ref/bibs/eng.asp, 



clicking on our class, English 701.
Feb. 3

Read Chicago Manual of Style (15th edition): Chapter 1, “The Parts of a 


Published Work”; “Appendix A: Design and Production” (pp. 803-856). 

Michel Foucault, “What is an Author?”

http://www.generation-online.org/p/fp_foucault12.htm
Read Catherine Belsey, Critical Practice, chapters 2-3, available as an ebook via Jackson Library (or scanned) TBA. Read, or skim, relevant parts of Poststructuralism: A Very Short Introduction. 

Quiz on Chicago Manual assignment. 

Partner reports on Graff.

Feb. 10
Library class: meet in CITI in Jackson Library
 


Assignment: Before class, read chapters in Harner, Literary Research Guide on Blackboard. Select two major research libraries and visit them electronically. What are their specializations of interest to you? Search for three of the following authors: H. L. V. Derozio, Sir William Jones, Thomas Babington Macaulay, Emma Roberts, Toru Dutt, Frances E. W. (Ellen Watkins) Harper, Sarojini Naidu. What did you find?  Now search these authors in the World Cat via Jackson Library. What did you find? If you did not use the British Library Catalog, try the same questions of it. Answer these questions on Blackboard.  In visiting these major research libraries, be sure you attend to printed books written by these authors, to electronic books, and to “secondary materials” about them in available books. (We’ll get to periodicals later.) You don’t need to develop and write a complete bibliography of what is available—but please describe the resources available. (You can save your searches, for example, to help you here.)

Developing the research project: what is a question? What is a source? How do you find them? Select two articles you believe will be useful for your research project one of which you find particularly well written or clearly argued. Bring them to class.

Feb. 17:
Meet for first half of class in CITI in Jackson Library. 

Before class, return to your assignment in Harner for last week.  Now see if you can locate manuscripts or personal papers for any of these writers. Use Harner’s chapter on “Guides to Manuscripts and Archives” (F) and your own imagination.  If you can’t turn something up online, where else might you go? 

Bring your Chicago Manual of Style to class and if you have one, your laptop.


Questions for class discussion:


What is an annotated 
bibliography?


What is an argument in the humanities?


Be thinking about your final seminar paper topic and be ready to discuss 



some ideas.

Feb. 24:
What is a text?



Read McGann: Radiant Textuality, Parts 1, 2:1-166.



Review The Chicago Manual, Word Usage 5. 198-209.



Quiz in class on “Word Usage.”

Mar. 3:

Read Radiant Textuality, Part 3, appendix optional. 



Annotated bibliography due.

Mar. 17:
Read Amitav Ghosh, The Shadow Lines.



Come with ideas for building a hypertext case book edition.

Mar. 24:
Seminar paper prospectus due posted to Blackboard. 

No formal class meeting: work on group project on Ghosh in Jackson Library.

Mar. 31:.
Faculty visit: Jennifer Keith, on textual editing



Interview project on the professions presented in class.



Discussion of paper prospectus.

April 14:
Morrison, Playing in the Dark, selection on e-reserve

Mary Louise Pratt, Imperial Eyes, chapters 1-3. available as ebook Jackson Library

Ghosh project: class workshop on project.

April 21:
Build prospectus for electronic casebook edition of Ghosh’s Shadow Lines.


Workshop: seminar papers. Share complete draft with your partner(s) and discuss argument, documentation, and issues of style and presentation.


Apr. 28:
Portfolio including seminar paper due. Dinner at my house. 



Brief presentations of seminar papers.

Required texts:

Gerald Graff, Professing Literature.

Jerome McGann, Radiant Textuality.

Amitav Ghosh, The Shadow Lines.

The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition.

Belsey. Post-structuralism: A Very Short Introduction.

