
Ho gan, M. P.

A Novel

May Laffan Hartley

Lon don: Henry S. King & Co., 1876

“What ever may be thought of the pu rity of the Irish Par lia ment dur -
ing the brief pe riod in which it ex er cised an in de pend ent au thor ity, there 
are cer tainly few things more ab surd than the charges of big otry that
are fre quently di rected against it.

“It is wor thy, too, of no tice that the lib er al ism of the Irish Par lia ment
was al ways in di rect pro por tion to its po lit i cal in de pend ence. . . .

“The purely na tional and sec u lar spirit the Irish Par lia ment had fos -
tered per ished with its or gan. Pa tri o tism was re placed by sec tar i an -
ism....

“It is ob vi ous, in the first place, that one im por tant ef fect of a purely
sec u lar po lit i cal feel ing will be to weaken the in ten sity of sec tar i an ism.
Be fore its ex is tence sec tar i an ism was the mea sure by which all things
and per sons were con tem plated. But when a purely po lit i cal spirit is en -
gen dered, a new en thu si asm is in tro duced into the mind, which first di -
vides the af fec tions and at last re places the pas sion that had for merly
been su preme.”

—Lecky, “His tory of Ra tio nal ism.”


