ENG 670: Directed Master's Research
Proposed Academic Year Calendar

For those in the M.Ed. in English—Classroom Practice Track

The semester(s) you take ENG 522 and CUI 551, you need to plan your class-based research project and do a review of the literature then. ENG 522 will help you learn about the types of research you can do in a class environment, the types of questions you can explore, the types of data you need to collect, and the ways to read the data. As a graduate student in CUI 551, you will have the opportunity to research and write your review of the literature section of your project as the extra graduate work required in this 500-level class.

Calendar

October and November—decide on your topic and approach a faculty member to be your mentor who has interest and expertise on your topic.

November and December—do your research and write up your review of the literature section (for CUI 551).

January—provide the Director of English Education with "Outline of Plan for Independent Study" proposal and appropriate signatures.

February and early March—do your class-based research while you are student teaching.

March and April—write up your project and turn a rough draft in to your faculty mentor by 5 April with faculty mentor responses back by 15 April. 

Before 1 May—make revisions and two copies of the final project—one to keep and one to turn over to your faculty mentor for ENG 670 evaluation (your course grade) and for the "M" licensure evaluation. The English Education Program will keep the copy that you turned over to your faculty mentor. At this time email the abstract to the Director of English Education (nancymyers@uncg.edu).

Note: To graduate in the spring, you must be cleared by reading day, which means that the faculty mentor must know your grade so that the Director of English Education can complete your graduation clearance paperwork. (For Spring 2004, reading day is 5 May)
For the M.Ed. in English—Teacher Leadership Track

Your program is more flexible because you are not student-teaching; however, you need to plan on two semesters to complete the class-based research project, and you will need to take more initiative and work more directly with your faculty mentor. Note above the steps. ENG 522 will provide you with the support to plan your project and may provide you also with the chance to do the research for the review of the literature. You will be using your classroom and students to do your class-based research project. Reading Day of each semester is the clearance day for graduation. 

The Write Up of the Project

While each project is unique and the write-ups will take many forms, all of the projects will include an abstract, a review of the literature section, and a conclusion section. Many include appendixes. Often the different steps to your research provide convenient headings for the write up, see "Guidelines." The descriptions below are just one way to think about the sections of your write up; your faculty mentor and the instructors of ENG 522 and CUI 551 may offer you others.

The Abstract

For your ENG 670 Project, the abstract and the proposal are two separate documents. The proposal is short and written for the Graduate School paperwork, "Outline of Plan for Independent Study," to show your direction in the course ENG 670. The abstract is the summary statement of your finished project. It has two purposes: 1) it may appear in your introduction of your write up, and 2) it is a stand alone statement that the English Education program uses as support for program standards and assessment and for the "M" licensure documentation. It should run about 250-400 words and should (note: all sentence numbers are approximate)

1) state the question or argument under investigation (1-2 sentences)

2) provide a concise overview of the established research (2 sentences)

3) describe your approach and method to your field research (3-6 sentences)

4) list your findings/conclusions (3-6 sentences)

5) reflect on next step/next question/next research (1 sentence)

In other words, 

This is what I asked/thought

This is what the research said

This is what the students and I did

This is what I found out from above

This is what I learned about teaching from above

The Review of the Literature
Once you have decided on your topic, you will want to learn what has already been said about it. Both ERIC and the Jackson Library Catalog will offer you many resources to examine. Recognize that information comes in many forms: research studies (both qualitative and quantitative), theory and philosophy, pedagogy (practice and theory) articles and books, curriculum documents, practical application (how to) articles, books, and pamphlets, personal teaching experiences, encyclopedias and other reference books, etc. You will want to look at all of these forms, but as you narrow down your topic and your plans for class-based research, you will want to include in your review of the literature your understanding of the research studies pertaining to your topic.

Conclusions

Besides drawing conclusions from your data and findings, you will want to use this section for personal reflection on the entire research experience, on the ways your teaching is evolving because of your research, and on the next step for your learning. 

