Story: Writing Ourselves and Our Culture

Instructor: Kristen Pond

English 101-51 HHRA 2210/ 101-59 HHRA 1208
MW 12:30-1:45/ 2:00-3:15

Office Hours: MW 10:30-12:00 in HHRA  3112F
Email: kapond@uncg.edu

“Their story, yours and mine -- it’s what we all carry with us on this trip we take, and we owe it to each other to respect our stories and learn from them”. —William Carlos Williams

“Stories tell us of what we already knew and forgot, and remind us of what we haven’t yet imagined.”

—Anne Watson

Once Upon a Time there lived two high school graduates, Alice and Chad, who were starting college at UNCG. Today was there first real day of college, and they were on their way to English 101, the only class they had together that fall semester. 


“How was your math class Chad?” Alice asked as they drudged down spring garden in the hot August sun.


“It was okay I guess. A lot of tests, and he gives us so many problems to do for homework. I like math okay though.”


“Yuck, not me! My Biology class was SO huge! I could barely see the teacher at the front of the auditorium.”


“Yeah, I know what you mean” Chad nodded grimly “being at a big school is a lot different then Union High. I wonder what our English Class will be like?”


Alice shrugged and then opened the door of the new HHRA building, “let’s go find out I guess.”

Alice and Chad paused at the doorway. They couldn’t figure out where to sit because the seats were not arranged in neat rows like they were used to. Alice led the way to one side of the room, near the back. Chad noticed someone who lived on his dorm hall so he went and sat down next to him. Not long after, the teacher walked in and everyone turned to watch what she would write up on the board. Instead, she asked everyone to get out a piece of paper.


“Okay, I want everyone to write about their first impressions of UNCG so far.”


Alice saw Chad shoot her a look from across the room that said What is this all about?  They wrote for about 5 minutes and then spent time sharing what they had written. Then there were introductions and a name game. Alice remembered her class of over 100 in biology and couldn’t believe that in this class everyone would actually know her name!

Alice and Chad soon settled into a college routine of attending classes (most of the time), studying (some of the time), and hanging out with friends (a LOT of the time). They often talked about their English class because it was the only one they had together, and it also continued to surprise them a lot. When they got their first paper back, Alice panicked because there was no grade on it! Oh my gosh! She thought. I have done so badly on this paper she won’t even put a grade on it! Alice later asked to see Chad’s and saw that his didn’t have a grade on it either. 

“What’s that all about anyways?” she asked Chad

Chad rolled his eyes. “Obviously you weren’t paying attention on the first day of class when she was going over the syllabus.”

Alice laughed, “who does?!”

“Well, if you had been listening you would know that we don’t get a grade on papers because we will be revising each paper throughout the semester. We only get a grade on our final portfolio where all of our polished papers will go.”

Alice thought about the 6 grades she had already gotten on her biology quizzes. “So you’re saying we only get one grade in this class, and not until the end?!”

“You really weren’t listening, were you?” Chad sighed, “we also get graded for participation, which I think includes talking during our class discussions, attending conferences and workshops, in-class work like those freewrites, and I think we get credit here for actually doing the papers and making revisions on them and stuff.”
“I think I vaguely remember this” Alice laughed, then added “seems like it shouldn’t be too hard to get an A in this class.”

“Yeah, as long as you pay attention so you know what you’re supposed to be doing!”

“Well, I don’t see how you pay attention in class when you don’t even bring your book! Half of what we do in class you can’t do without your book!”

“Yeah, who’d have thought you need a book for English Class?!”

Alice and Chad were still laughing when they joined their friends in the EUC for dinner.

As the semester continued, both Alice and Chad, while not exactly looking forward to English, did find themselves having a good time in class. They enjoyed the class discussions. At first they had to force themselves to say something so they would get a good participation grade, but eventually they found themselves comfortable enough in the classroom community to talk a lot, and as long as Chad remembered to remind Alice to read, they both found they had a lot to say. “Classroom Community” was a word used a lot by their teacher, actually, because she said it was an important part of creating a good learning environment where they could all learn from each other. This little first day speech occasioned another sarcastic look from Chad, but actually the community feel of their English class did lend for some great discussions and peer workshops where they learned a lot. The first time Alice realized just how comfortable her classmates were with each other was when they started talking about sex and love in one of their discussions. Everyone seemed ready to throw in their opinions about how to love and where sex belonged in love. While not everyone agreed all of the time, no hurtful comments were directed at anyone and no one’s opinion was called stupid. Before they ever had their first class discussion, the teacher and the class had engaged in a conversation about what was allowed and what wasn’t, she called it “discussion etiquette.” It reminded Alice of the dinner time rules at her own house, and just like there, sometimes in class things got carried away, but never too far so anyone was hurt or silenced. 
It was the last week of school and Chad was breathless as he ran from his dorm toward English Class. Every few yards he glanced at his watch and saw the minute hand slipping closer to what would surely be his demise. Just before 2:05 he slid into an empty desk next to Alice. She scowled at him,


“What is wrong with you! You were almost late AGAIN.”


Chad shrugged and then grinned, “But I made it.”


Alice rolled her eyes, “Yea, barely, and you only made it because she gives a 5 minute grace period for slackers like you. Why would you cut it so close? You know this would have been your third tardy, and that means it would have turned into an absence, and that would have been 5 absences for you.”


“My my, maybe someone was listening that first day of school, or do you sit up at night and read your syllabus because you love this class so much!” Chad taunted.


“Shut up” Alice snapped. “Maybe you’re the one who likes it so much you’re trying to fail by having more than 4 absences so you have to take it again!”


They glared at one another for a moment and then burst into laughter, realizing how silly they sounded. “I’m just glad school is almost over and I’m almost done with this portfolio!” Chad groaned.


“Yeah, at least its stuff we’ve been working with all semester. I sure am glad she kept reminding us to save everything so we could use it in our portfolio!”

The Meaning/Significance of the Story:

What you Need to Succeed!

Required Material                                                                    Books
Something to write with                                                           The Composition of Everyday Life
Something to write on                                                                     (Eds: John Mauk & John Metz)
Something to keep what you write with and on in                    Big Fish (Daniel Wallace)
Class Requirements 
Weekly readings

Freewrites and commonplace books 

Several short essays

Discussion participation 

Conferences with me

Paper workshops with peers

Final portfolio

Attendance/Tardiness

3 tardies = an absence

More than 4 absences = you fail the course

It is always better to talk to me ahead of time about potential absences; I’m more likely to work with you that way.
General Class Policies

Be respectful of what your peers write and what they say

Listen to and Learn from your peers 

Don’t plagiarize! If you feel inclined to, check out this website first: 

http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/policy/academicintegrity/
The Way to an A

Participation 50%

**In-class work (group work, discussions)

**Participation in Peer Writing Workshops

**Freewrite entries and common place books
**Essays

**Revisions on your writing

Final portfolio 50%
an accumulation of all your work in polished form (more on this later, just remember to KEEP EVERYTHING!!!)
P.S.
· Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing and speech

· Construct cogent arguments

· Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently and effectively

· Locate, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints

