Syllabus

English Composition: 101.33

Place: McIver 225 MW        

Time: 2-3:15 pm
        

Instructor: Lori Reese
Office: 103 L Foust 

E-mail: Email: lkreese2@uncg.edu

Overview
Cell phones, pod-casts, web castes, DVDs: Communication technologies abound, and few seem to require a grasp of formal writing technique. With so many new alternatives, why bother mastering age-old skills in English grammar and composition? In this class we will ask important questions about the relevance of writing in the twenty-first century. We will study a variety of writing techniques, and explore how writing form and formatting – hard copy, book, digital text, blog, etc. – alters our understanding of both style and content. 

Objectives:

1. Hone rote knowledge of English, while cultivating a more complex understanding of grammar

2. Experiment with several approaches to writing and rhetoric, including argument, memoir and the personal essay. 

3. Learn to edit your own work and the work of others

4. Cultivate the habit of writing through weekly in-class exercise.

5. Produce individual and group work that will be published online

6. Explore how writing enriches our lives 

Required Texts

You’ve Got to Read This (Anthology): Eds. Hansen and Shepard (Paperback)

Strunk and White’s Elements of Style: Fourth Edition (Pearson Paperback)

Exercises in Style: Raymond Queneau (New Directions Paperback)

Writing Matters 2006: A collection of essays from UNCG’s English 101 Classes (available UNCG Bookstore after September 1)

Required Materials

Portable Paperback Collegiate Dictionary

Notebook for Daily Writing

Folder for handouts and readings printed from blackboard and syllabus

Pens (Many)

Grading

· Participation in class discussion, group work, workshops, freewrites and timely completion of assigned readings (25 percent)

· Question Sheets or Reading Diaries (10 percent)

· Quiz I and II (10 percent)

· Draft and revision of a personal essay (15 percent)

· Group Portion of Style Project: conducting research, writing four style sections; revising and publishing four style sections for group blog (25 percent)

· Individual Portion of Style Project: polishing and publishing your personal essay for group blog (15 percent)

Conference

Students will receive a midterm grade estimate during their October conference

Class Rules

1. Check Blackboard daily for class updates

2. Always bring printed copies of the syllabus, the course schedule, course assignments and readings to class. You’ll need them for reference and might be asked to leave if you arrive without them.

3. Be polite: Listen, speak clearly and divide work evenly in group projects

4. Plagiarism will result in failure for the assignment, and possible failure for the course. Abide the UNCG ethics code.

5. Excessive absences (more than three) and/or inconsiderate behavior (disrupting class, being late every day, etc) can result in failure.

6. If you must because of illness, please bring a note to me when you return to class. If you must be away more than one class, please send a note of explanation to my email address. 

