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Course Description:


ENG 104: Approach to Literature:  Critical reading and analysis of fiction, poetry, 


     and drama with an emphasis on a variety of major themes and their 


     relevance to contemporary life.

Required Texts:

· Harris, Joanne.  Chocolat. New York: Penguin, 2000.
· Kennedy, X.J., and Dana Gioia.  Backpack Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama.  New York: Pearson/Longman, 2006.
Student Learning Outcomes:

The student successfully completing this course will be able to: 
• identify and understand the varied characteristics of literature
• apply methods of literary analysis to poetry, fiction, and drama
• interpret a given literary work in relation to other works and cultural phenomena 
• understand the aesthetic, cultural, and social value of these texts as well as of the       contexts in which they have been written and/or interpreted
• speak and write about literature clearly, coherently, and effectively 
• enjoy the beauty and appreciate the challenge of literature 

Course Structure:

The structure of this course will center upon in-class discussion. The readings for each class session should be completed prior to that day’s class.  I will know if you did not do the readings and I will dock your grade accordingly.  

In order to encourage and ensure thoughtful reading and discussion, students will be required to meet the following expectations:

Participation: Your engagement with the class obviously has an effect on the  outcome.  Being properly prepared for class means not simply reading the assignment, jotting down the writing—just doing the assignment, but contributing to any discussion, engaging in any reading, and investing yourself in any writing on the subject at hand in a meaningful way.  Ideally, you will be learning as much, if not more, from each other as you will from me.  Being unprepared cheats both yourself and your classmates of this opportunity.

Reading Quizzes and In-class Writings: Frequently, class sessions will include either a brief quiz over the day’s readings or, more often, some type of in-class writing.  

Reader Responses: Ten times this semester you will write an extended response (1-2 pages, typed, double-spaced) to a specific prompt related to that day’s reading(s). Most often, you will have a choice of questions following up the assigned readings from our text. These informal assignments allow you to practice writing and receive feedback without the stress of formal essays. They are designed to help you analyze (and not merely summarize) the reading, prepare for class discussion, and assist you in studying for the exams. Your writings will be given checks: check plus for any honest effort and for work that is done thoroughly and shows depth of thought; a check for work that is done but is incomplete and does not demonstrate significant effort; a check minus for work that is not done or for work that does not demonstrate either effort or knowledge of the daily reading. 

Four Exams:  This course will include four exams, one at the end of each section. The exam will consist of two parts. The first will be taken in class and will consist of matching, true and false, and short answer.   The second part will be taken home and will be essay questions.  

Oral Presentation:  One method commonly used to write about literature is to examine the author.  Critics might examine the text by how it fits historically into the author’s surroundings or how it reflected the author’s life at one particular time.  For this assignment, you will work with other members of the class to gather and present biographical information about one of the authors in our text (I will place you in groups).  You will present your information as a group and give to me both a “Works Cited” page of the sources you used and a one to two page group letter describing your collaboration and its relative success.

Attendance: 

· You are expected to be at class, on time, and prepared

· No make up work is accepted

· No late work is accepted

· You may miss three classes without penalty. Upon the fourth absence your grade will be lowered by one grade.  After six absences you will be dropped from the class.  Lateness to class counts as ½ of an absence.  Do not be late. It is rude and disruptive.

· I recognize that there are occasionally extreme circumstances that make attendance impossible (major injury & illness, etc.). If you find yourself in such a position, notify me as soon as possible (i.e. not after you’ve already been absent for a week).  These situations will be handled on a case by case basis.

Grading:
Your grade for the course will be determined by your performance in the following areas:


Oral Presentation





10%



Exams







60% (15% each)


Reader Responses





20%



Participation (quizzes, attendance, etc.)


10%









_____________________










100%

Plagiarism:  It’s theft of thought—don’t do it. If you have any questions regarding what constitutes plagiarism, please see me. Otherwise, understand that plagiarism and cheating are against university policy. It is grounds for failing an assignment, and potentially, the course. No one wants that, so please know that I value your ideas—no need to look elsewhere. You will receive no credit for improperly documented work.  Please visit the university’s site on plagiarism if you have concerns: http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/policy/academicintegrity  

Students with disabilities: If you would like to request accommodations for a disability that could affect your performance in this course, please contact me and/or the office of Disability services at 334-5440.

