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Will Dodson

Office Location: HHRA 3210E

Phone:  4-5867

Email:  wjdodson@uncg.edu

Office Hours: M 2-3, T 4-5


and by appointment
English 101-09
New Science Building 233

MWF 10:00-10:50

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course aims to help you develop your critical thinking and expository writing skills so that you can engage at the highest level with the difficult material you will encounter in this course, other courses, and life.  

In the course, you will learn to:

· interrogate and evaluate written texts proficiently and precisely.  

· communicate in writing articulately and compellingly. 

· understand the principles of effective oral and written rhetoric.

· tailor your writing to various audiences. 

· develop and support your ideas and assertions with authority, both in written and oral contexts. 

· research skillfully, both in the library and on the web. 

· participate in group feedback and support processes and learn how these processes improve writing and speaking. 

· develop effective listening skills as part of the speaking process.

As a class you are going to slowly immerse yourselves in a writing process that gets more comfortable with practice, learning techniques that will help you develop your individual styles, strategies, and ability to generate ideas.

You will read a diverse selection of texts, both literary and visual, and examine their techniques and effectiveness. You will engage in a number of informal and formal writing activities.  These readings will serve as inspiration as you prepare your own essays and develop your own voices.  

REQUIRED TEXTS & MATERIALS

Ballenger, Bruce. The Curious Writer: Concise Edition. New York: Pearson-Longman, 

2007.

Jones-Hyde, Rita, Karen C. Summers, and Liz Vogel, eds. Writing Matters. 

Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt, 2006.

Wallace, Daniel. Big Fish. New York: Penguin, 1998.

You are required to purchase a three-ring thin folder and pocket divider tabs for your portfolio. I will provide you with the specifications for the portfolio in class.

In addition, you will be working in peer writing workshops that will require you to print multiple copies of your paper drafts.  If you use public printers or photocopiers, consult the due dates for drafts on the calendar and budget for them.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance

In college and in life it is absolutely vital that you learn to communicate clearly and effectively.  This course is your introduction to a new level of thinking and writing that will have an impact on everything you do in the future.  Your attendance in class, therefore, is obligatory, and that includes not just physical presence but preparation (i.e. doing your homework) and participation.

 Learning in this course is cooperative, and when you do not come to class, your classmates suffer.  Every class you miss, then, causes unimaginable pain to the psyches of both your peers and your instructor.  Think of others before you miss. Do not forget that participation is a portion of your grade, and absences affect my evaluation of your participation.
You are not required to give me a reason for missing class.  There is no such thing as an “excused” or “unexcused” absence.  You are adults, and you are paying to go to school. If you choose not to come to class, you are merely wasting your time and money, and that is your own choice to make.


If you miss more than three classes for any reason, I recommend you withdraw from the course.

Civilized Behavior

We begin class at 10:00 a.m. Unless you have an extreme medical or family emergency, there is no excuse for missing class or for tardiness. If you are more than 5 minutes late for class, do not bother to come.  You are absent.

No cell phones, no iPods, no beepers. Turn them OFF before class.  If I see you text messaging I will ask you to leave.

In-class work depends on discussion, so do not bring extraneous material with you to class.  All you need to bring to class is paper and pen, your homework, your textbooks, and your brain.

You may bring bottled water or soft drinks to class, but do not eat during class.

Respect one another.  Lively discussion is a goal of the course, but remember to treat one another with respect.  Do not interrupt speakers, and do not insult your peers.  Disagreements are great, but discussion will be polite.  I do not tolerate any language that is sexist, racist, or homophobic.  Everyone is entitled to her or his own view, but we will not discuss issues using discriminatory language.

 All work must be typed, double-spaced, and in 12-point Times New Roman font, unless otherwise instructed.

Preparation and Participation

I expect you to have read your assignments and brought any required written work with you to class.  I also expect everyone to participate in class discussion.  You must also perform all in-class writing assignments, even if the assignment itself is ungraded. Failure to live up to my expectations will be reflected in your grade.

The Portfolio


Read this section carefully. Memorize it and keep it close to your heart. You must keep ALL of your work throughout the semester. You are required to purchase a thin, 3-ring folder with pocket tab dividers to organize your work. This folder shall hold your portfolio, all of the work you produce this semester both in and out of class. You will have a section for in-class writing, one for journal entries, and one for each of the essays you write, including both drafts and the final products. I will review your portfolios a few times during the semester. Make sure you have EVERYTHING in the portfolio. You receive no credit for missing work. If you do the work, and it’s not in the portfolio, you get no credit. Make sure that you treat your work with the care that it deserves.


At the end of the semester you will submit a streamlined portfolio containing the final drafts of your essays, all the earlier drafts, and a selection of your journal entries and group work. Your essays will not receive their final grades until this time, which means you may revise them as many times as you wish until the end of the semester. Use your time to re-write and refine your work.

Response Journals

You will be regularly required to write journal entries in which you will reflect on readings, the writing process, or other specified topics.  Each entry will be typed, double-spaced, and a minimum of 250 words.  These journals will be freewriting—don’t worry too much about style or grammar.  I want you to focus on interacting thoughtfully with what you’re writing about, even if the interaction is unstructured.

You will hand in your journal entries on due dates.  After commenting on them, I will return them.  


General characteristics of good journal entries


Spontaneity. These are freewriting exercises in which the goal is to be open to ideas 

and associations. The focus should be on generating and pushing thoughts, not necessarily completing them. Write without stopping; write without worrying.
Reflection.  A journal is not a diary.  It does not merely report, but constantly asks the question, what is the significance of what I have encountered?
Synthesis.  Reach out, hook up with other material from other classes, from your 

personal experience, from books you’ve read, movies you’ve seen, songs you’ve heard.  Free associate, speculate.  Be aware of yourself as a learner. 

Essays


You will write three essays this semester, each a 4-6 pages.  The first essay will be a narrative description, the second will be an analysis of an advertisement, the 

third will be a critical analysis on the novel Big Fish.  I will give you specific information about each assignment.  Do not worry if you have no idea what these kinds of essays are yet.  That’s what this course is going to teach you. 

You will also produce collaborative writing. I will divide the class into small groups; each group will produce a polished, 2-3 page critical analysis of a movie that the class watches together.

You will also have a 2-3 page end-of-semester writer’s reflection in which you discuss how you have worked with the process of writing and revising.  Again, I will give you specific information about what I’m looking for when the time comes.

I will provide handouts detailing expectations for each essay, as well as guidelines of good essays to help you in your writing.

Peer Editing

In addition to writing essays, you will participate in peer editing groups.  You will read and comment on drafts of your classmates’ papers.  Take this activity seriously.  Not only will your classmates depend on your comments to strengthen their writing, but you will depend on theirs. The quality of your peer editing efforts will be reflected in your grade.

We will conduct a model peer-editing group before we begin working in our own groups, and I will provide you with instruction and practice in effective peer editing.

Correct spelling and Academic grammar in final drafts

We all speak in different dialects of the English language.  All of these dialects are equally “correct.”

However, we will be working to strengthen our skills in the written academic dialect, otherwise known “standard English.”  Command of “standard English” is an important skill, especially when you’re trying to get a job later on.

I expect your spelling to be perfect in the final drafts of your essays.  Your computer’s Spell Check is NOT going to catch everything, especially common mistakes like confusing words. Spell Check, for example, will not catch these:


your/you’re





since/sense





to/too/two





their/there/they’re




then/than


its/it’s

And so on.  Use your roommates, use the Writing Center (see below), use each other, use a writing guide.  You should try to catch your mistakes before I do.

Furthermore, the grammatical mechanics of your final drafts must conform to the standards of academic writing.  We will work on our skills together, and I will be happy to work with students outside of class who wish to get additional practice.

In-Class Freewrites

We will regularly engage in writing activities in class on various topics.  Save these writings, as you may find them useful in producing your essays.

Writing Center


The Writing Center is located in 3211 HHRA, and can be reached at 334-3125 or www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter. No matter what your level of writing proficiency, it is always a good idea to get an outside perspective on your writing. Writing Center tutors are trained to spot everything from missing commas to rhetorical weaknesses in your work. I highly recommend everyone visit the Center early and often for each assignment.

Conference

All students are required to meet with me for each of their three essays. Additional conferences can be scheduled at the discretion of the individual.  Bring drafts of whatever you’re working on.  I will make sign-up sheets available for each required conference.  I will make myself available to meet with you regarding any and all assignments during office hours.  
Submitting Work

Journal entries are due nearly every class, and occasionally we will perform in-class exercises for credit. If multi-page work is not stapled, you may not submit it. Do not come to class with loose pages and ask me if I have a stapler. I do not have a stapler. Find a stapler before class, and staple your pages together in the proper order. Don’t dog-ear your pages. 

If you are not in class, YOU MAY NOT SUBMIT WORK DUE THAT DAY. Work may not be dropped off in my mailbox, and you may not e-mail papers to me. If a major essay is due on a certain day, and you are absent, you may not turn in your essay. You get a zero. If you know you need to miss a class that has work due, let me know ahead of time and you will be allowed to turn in your work EARLY. Not late. 

If you have a serious family or medical emergency, you may be forced to miss class without working it out ahead of time. Such a situation requires you to email me (and all your other teachers) as soon as possible, i.e., within a day or two, to alert me to the situation. Look at class as you would any job; if you have an emergency that requires you to miss work, you call in to work and let them know. If you don’t, you get fired. College courses are no different. If you have an emergency, you have my sympathy. But you must let me know in a timely fashion in order to avoid penalty.

Honor Code

Academic integrity is assumed.  Should my trust in you be violated, you will be penalized to the fullest possible extent allowed by the University.  At the very minimum, plagiarism or other academic dishonesty will result in an “F” for the course.  

Be sure to carefully read over your Student Handbook, particularly the part that details penalties for academic dishonesty.  Furthermore, this course is in expository writing and does not require outside research.  There should never be an opportunity for you to plagiarize.  Also remember that UNCG has a policy on multiple submissions.  All work must be original and written for this class alone. 

Students With Disabilities

If you have a disability and wish to be accommodated in the classroom via the Americans With Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Office of Disability Services. Call them at 334-5440.  Please meet with me at the beginning of the semester with the proper forms so that we can work together and make comfortable arrangements.  DO NOT wait until the end of November to bring things to my attention.

Grading

I will base your grade on the following criteria:

Portfolio




50%

Attendance and participation

20%

Journal Entries and Self-Evaluation
20%

Group Writing and Peer Editing

10%

You will not receive final grades for your essays and other material in your portfolios until the end of the semester. You have, therefore, a wonderful opportunity to revise your essays multiple times in order to produce your highest quality work. Throughout the semester, you will produce drafts of your essays for peer review and my commentary. The process of writing and re-writing, drafting and revising, will enable you to—if you put forth the time and effort—move on from this course knowing that you received the grade you truly deserved.

TENTATIVE CALENDAR

This schedule is subject to change. 

You are responsible for keeping up with those changes and adjusting accordingly.

I will assign homework for each class period, so obviously your attendance is important if you want to know what it is we’re doing. Below, for your convenience, I have listed the dates and days of each of our class meetings, the due dates for your major work, and holidays.

Monday, August 14

Wednesday, August 16

Friday, August 18

Monday, August 21

Wednesday, August 23

Friday, August 25

Monday, August 28

Wednesday, August 30

Friday, September 1

Essay 1, Personal Narrative, first draft due

Monday, September 4
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY, No Class

Wednesday, September 6


Friday, September 8

Essay 1 conferences
Monday, September 11
Essay 1, Personal Narrative, polished draft due
Wednesday, September 13

Friday, September 15

Monday, September 18

Wednesday, September 20

Friday, September 22
MIDTERM GRADES DUE 

Monday, September 25
Essay 2, Visual Analysis, first draft due
Wednesday, September 27

Friday, September 29
Essay 2 conferences
Monday, October 2

Essay 2, Visual Analysis, polished draft due

Wednesday, October 4

Friday, October 6
FALL BREAK: OCT 6-11

Wednesday, October 11

Friday, October 13

Big Fish should be read completely by now
Monday, October 16

Wednesday, October 18

Friday, October 20

Essay 3, Big Fish, first draft due
Monday, October 23

Daniel Wallace, EUC Auditorium, 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 25

Friday, October 27

Essay 3 conferences 

Monday, October 30

Essay 3, Big Fish, polished draft due
Wednesday, November 1
The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, part 1

Friday, November 3

The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, part 2

Monday, November 6

Wednesday, November 8
Group essay, Liberty Valence, first draft due
Friday, November 10

Monday, November 13
Group essay, Liberty Valence, polished draft due 

Wednesday, November 15

Friday, November 17

Monday, November 20
Submit final Portfolios with completed drafts of all three of your essays, previous drafts of the three essays, your group essay, your self-evaluation, and selected journal entries and other writings.

 NOVEMBER 21-27, THANKSGIVING BREAK. 

Monday, November 27

Wednesday, November 29

Friday, December 1

Monday, December 4
ATTENDANCE MANDATORY




Last class, Portfolios returned 

FINAL EXAM

Wednesday, December 6, 12:00-3:00 p.m.

I will be available in my office for any questions about your portfolios.

