English 101
Section 56   TR 12:30-1:45pm   HHRA 1215

Kirsten Oliphant

kirstenoliphant@gmail.com
334-5837
HHRA 3112B—Office Hours TR 2-3pm & by appointment

Purpose
Writing is a craft, which means that whether or not you see yourself as naturally inclined as a writer, there are skills you can strengthen to become better.  You will write.  When you have finished that, you will write some more.  After that, you’ll keep writing.  When you think you can’t write another word, you will keep on going.  All activities and assignments are designed to make you a better thinker, reader, communicator and—of course—writer.  

Learning Goals
-Interpret, evaluate and respond to argumentative discourse, both oral and textual

-Construct well-reasoned and reflective arguments

-Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently and effectively

-Locate, synthesize and appropriately present relevant information

-Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

-Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints

Preparation
Each student should arrive with proper materials and be willing to participate in class activities and discussion.  Failure to attend class (on time) or contribute will affect your grade.
Required Texts

The Curious Writer (Concise Edition), Ballenger

Writing Matters,  Jones-Hyde/Summers/Vogel

Big Fish, Wallace


*We will be using additional articles, essays and stories that you will need to print 
from Blackboard or that I will hand out in class.

Required Materials
-3-Ring binder with dividers (at least 1-inch)

-College ruled loose-leaf paper

-Pens 

-Online access including blackboard access, email access (UNCG or other—your call)

-Printing capability (if no personal printer, you can add money to your First Card for Lab)


*Starting with second class meeting, you must bring paper and pen along with the 
book(s) or articles that we will be discussing.  If unsure of text, refer to dated portion of 
syllabus.
Policy
These are my firm expectations for each student.  In the case of personal/medical issues or other unforeseen circumstances, contact me in a timely manner so that I may consider making an exception.  

Attendance

-I will allow four absences (excused or not) from class.  At your fifth, your final grade drops one full letter.  Six absences (or more) results in a failure for the class.
-If you are 10 minutes late (or more) twice, it counts as one absence.

-Because I will cancel classes the week of conference, missing your scheduled conference will result in TWO absences.  If you are absent the day we schedule the conferences, it is your responsibility to contact me for your time slot.

Late Work

-Assigned work must be in my hand at the beginning of the class in which it is due.

-If you cannot come to class, turn in your work ahead of time to my mailbox or have a friend bring it to class. 

MLA Paper Format

-Use MLA format for all typed papers.  
- Please make sure your name is on every page and that your papers are stapled.  Always double-space and use Times New Roman, 12 point font. 

Cell Phones

-Leave phones off or on silent (not vibrate).

Plagiarism

-Using someone else’s ideas or words as your own on any assignment is plagiarism.  It is a violation of the Academic Integrity Policy (www.uncg.edu/saf/studiscp/Honor.html) and will be treated as such.  Read the Plagiarism Statement in Writing Matters.
Grading

Participation=10%


-Includes in-class activities and discussion.  You will also have the opportunity to 
participate in conference and there will be optional extra-curricular activities such as on-
campus readings which can help your participation.

Journals/Informal Writing=20%


-You will be doing informal writing (including a journal) throughout the course.  Several 
times a semester I will take up this work for a completion credit.  Do the writing—get  
the credit.  
Essay Drafts=20%


-You will be doing three formal essays this semester and will receive a detailed 
assignment sheet for each.  Final revisions of these works will make up part of your 
final portfolio.
Portfolio=50%


-The portfolio is the culmination of your semester’s work and will include revised and 
edited formal essays as well as your choice of expansions on some of your journals, 
informal writing, or in-class exercises.  We will discuss the portfolio in-depth throughout 
the course.

Assignments

For each writing project I will hand out an assignment sheet detailing my parameters and expectations.  As an overview, here are some of the things you will be doing this semester:
In-Class Writing

We will spend time writing in every class.  Most of this will be informal, which means that punctuation and grammar are not the main focus.  I will not take up every piece and will let you know if I plan to do so.  One section in your binder should be for in-class writing.  We will start each class free-writing in response to an object.  Thursdays are student days and I will ask for a volunteer each week to bring in something we can observe and write about.
Journaling

Serious writers write every day.  In my class, we will all take writing seriously and for this reason you will write five journal entries a week.  I will assign 2-3 topics a week and the remaining entries can be on whatever you like, as long as they are 1-2 pages in length.  Three times this semester I will take up your journals for a completion grade.  I have scheduled these times around the times your formal papers are due so that you will have a week off from journaling during the busiest times.
Conferencing

At least twice this semester we will have one-on-one conferences and in lieu of classes.  The conference is a time for you to bring your concerns, questions and your work.  You will sign up in class the week before and if you miss a scheduled conference, it counts as two absences.

Formal Writing

You will write three typed essays this semester:  a personal narrative, a review and a critical essay.  These essays should conform to MLA standards.
Workshopping

The week that each of your formal essays are due, I will put you into groups for workshop.  You will send out a draft the Sunday before class to your group so that you can read each other’s essays and come prepared with feedback.  This can sound intimidating, but it is a great tool and a lot more fun than you might imagine.

Portfolio

Your portfolio will be your body of work from this semester.  It will include revised essays, expanded writing from in-class or your journal.  The journal makes up the bulk of your grade because it testifies to your progress through the semester.  The English department holds an annual portfolio contest, so keep that in mind.  (See p37 of Writing Matters.)  Keep everything!
Resources 
The Writing Center

-You are free to take work in progress (along with assignment sheet, other drafts, etc) to receive tools that will help you improve your paper.  www.uncg.edu/en/writingcenter/

Disability Services

-If you have a disability that could affect your performance in this class or for which you need accommodation, please contact me and the office of Disability Services at 334-5440.
Block One:  Rhetoric and the Personal Narrative
	Date
	Class
	Homework

	T Aug 15
	-Syllabus

-Cultural Artifacts

-Rhetoric of letters


	-WM  “Rhetoric! Huh…” Spellman

-CW  “Writing Situations…” p11-13

          “Reading Images”  p58-60



	R  Aug 17


	-Object Free-write

-Advertising Rhetoric

-“Children of Strikers,” Fred Chappell
	-CW p93-96

-Search livejournal, myspace, and or blogger for examples of personal rhetoric—bring in site addresses!

	T Aug 22
	-Object Free-write

-Online Rhetoric
	-“Rape of the Lock” Canto I

-“Mirrorings”  Grealy

	R Aug 24
	-Student Object FW

-“Mirrorings” & “ROTL”

-Intro to Personal Narrative
	-CW blue box p18-19, Exercise 1.3  p21

-“Repeat After Me” Sedaris

-WM “In the Shadows” Frazier

	T Aug 29
	-Object FW

-Process of Writing

-Workshop “In the Shadows”
	-“Shitty First Drafts” Lamott

-“Murder”  Barry Lopez 

-CW “Holy Jealousy” Fisher p134

	R Aug 31
	-Student Object FW

-Assign Personal Narrative

-Topic Brainstorm

-Sign up for conference

-Journals Due
	-CW  “The Writing Process” p115-133

-Begin Personal Narrative

-Bring questions, drafts, & issues to conference!

	T Sep 5
	CONFERENCING
	-Work on Personal Narrative

	R Sep 7
	CONFERENCING
	-Work on Personal Narrative

	T Sep 12
	-Workshop (*send essay via email by Sun, Sep 11)
	-Revise Personal Narrative

	R Sep 14
	-Student Object FW

-Rhetoric and Gender in GQ and Glamour
-Personal Narrative Due
	-TBA 


