English 101 English Composition I



Instructor: Melissa J. Richard  

Section 17: MWF 11-11:50, Bryan 132



Office: HHRA 3210 B
Section 22: MWF 12-12:50, Health and Hum Perf, 351

Office Phone: 334-5867
E-Mail Address: mjrichar@uncg.edu  



Office Hours:  MW 2-3:30 and by appt
Dept. Mailbox: HHRA 3143
   

Required texts and materials:

Reading Materials:
1. Writing Matters.  Published by the UNCG Composition Program.  2006 ed.
2. Wallace, Daniel.  Big Fish.  New York: Penguin, 1998.
3. Readings on E-Reserve (see online requirements below) and Blackboard 

Online Requirements:        
        1.  Online access (available in the library or any computer lab on campus if you don’t have a home computer)

        2.  E-Spartan Email Address

        3.  Blackboard Account – (http://blackboard.uncg.edu)-- login/password provided when you open your student 
             computer accounts.

        4.  Printing access, either in the library, in another computer lab on campus, or with a home printer.  In lieu of  

             spending money on a book, you will be printing out a lot of reading materials.  Be forewarned.

        5.  Access to a computer with word processing programs (Microsoft Word or Open Office – a free program that 
             can be downloaded from the Internet) and Adobe Acrobat Reader.  These are NECESSITIES, since many of    

             the documents you need to print / download from the Internet are in these formats).
This syllabus is subject to change when deemed necessary by the instructor.
Re-reading, Re-writing, and Re-thinking Cultural Languages and Literacies
Turn on The Simpsons, The Family Guy, open a magazine, read a book and you are not just experiencing the original text, but also all of the “other” texts it references.  Understanding such references and the meaning they bring to the primary text requires certain kinds and levels of cultural literacy.  Cultural literacy, the ability to converse fluently in the idioms, allusions and informal content which creates and constitutes a dominant culture (from being familiar with street signs to knowing historical reference to understanding the most recent slang), provides us with a lens for viewing ourselves in relationship to “culture” and constitutes the topical nature of this course.  In addition to writing several analytical essays, as well as creating an annotated bibliography and performing group-led discussions, you will also be asked to reflect on your own cultural literacy, how and where it determines “meaning-making” in your thinking, reading, and writing.  At the heart of this class is the writing process, and as you “revise” yourself as a reader of cultural literacy, you will “revise” yourself as a writer by exploring, developing, and improving writing skills through online posts, reading responses, and in-class writing exercises.  Readings include the usual suspects: short stories, essays, poems, and a novel, but we will also look at other “texts”—television, film, music—in our examination of cultural literacy.  Content aside, this class will help you make connections between what you learn in the academic setting and the world outside of it …how reading, writing, and critical thinking (and constantly “re-doing” all of these things) connect to “real” life.  Note:  Your class will be linked (in content, but also electronically through Blackboard) with Brandy Grabow’s English 101-47 and 101-58.  Together with your respective class, you will discuss the readings, ideas, and assignments and hopefully, through this interaction, expand your “cultural literacy” in ways not listed on this syllabus. 
Goals:

By the semester’s end, you will

1) Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing, speech, and visual texts
2) Construct convincing arguments and hone writing processes /skills
3) Communicate arguments clearly, coherently, and effectively (through not only thoughtful content, but proper documentation, formatting, grammar, etc)
4) Locate, synthesize, and evaluate information 
5) Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

6) Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints. 

Attendance:  Attendance is extremely important in a college classroom and will be taken daily.  A maximum of four unexcused absences will be allowed before your final grade is penalized.  If the student has more than four unexcused absences by the end of the semester, the student's overall grade will be lowered by one letter grade.  If the student has more than six unexcused absences by the semester's end (three weeks of class) they will be assigned a final grade of F, regardless of the student's performance in class work.  A valid doctor's excuse for the date of the absence, court appearance / jury duty papers, proof of participation in university activity (such as sports), etc count as official excuses.  I still reserve the right to determine whether an absence is excused, even if you have these documents.  Absence due to a death will be excused at my discretion.

Portfolio: All written work done in this class will provide you with material to create a final class portfolio, a collection of work that you provide to me at the end of the semester in lieu of a final exam.  It also allows you a space to reflect on your development as a writer and a student in this class.  After midterm, we will begin working on the specifics of putting together a portfolio and reflecting on the work you’ve done “so far” in prep for the final product.  This assignment allows you to revise your written work (essays, responses, etc) and helps you lobby for a higher grade in the class (essentially, your portfolio is an argument for your grade as it reflects on the work you have done for it).  
Formal Assignments: For this class, I’m asking you to complete three major written assignments: (1) an analytical / argumentative essay; (2) a profile essay; (3) an annotated bibliography.  In addition, you are required to participate in one group presentation for the novel we read this semester.  Keep all drafts of papers in a special section of your binder/folder/notebook—especially those that I’ve critiqued and/or graded.  Not only do drafts help you learn about and from your writing process, but they help me to see your revision work, an integral part of your final portfolio grade.   
Format of Assignments: You must type all written assignments (except work done in-class).  Make sure your title/page number formatting follow MLA guidelines.  Use one-inch margins all around (top, bottom, left, and right).  Please, no script fonts—use New Times Roman or Arial only.  Fonts for your work should be 12-point—I won’t accept the work if you use something bigger and, yeah, I can tell the difference
In-Class Writing/Quizzes/ Responses/Online Posts: These may include short writing exercises, free writes, short answer quizzes on readings, and weekly reading / topic responses to be turned in and/or posted on Blackboard.  These types of assignments may be given in-class and so cannot be “made up” if you are absent or late.  They provide a place for you to discover and play around with paper ideas and engage more deeply with the assigned readings.  They also allow me to see: (1) whether you are reading; (2) whether you comprehend what you are reading; and (3) whether you are making connections between the lectures, class discussions, additional readings, and the works.
Participation/Group Work: This course depends heavily on large and small group work/writing workshops/class participation.  However, this does not mean that you simply receive credit for dragging your body to class.  You will be assigned peer groups at the beginning of the semester, with whom you will have group discussions about readings in class, lead the class in group discussions for presentations on the novel and review essay drafts—be prepared to work closely with your fellow students.  I tell students ahead of time when an activity will count as participation credit, and what they must do to receive it. 
The Writing Center: If you find that you’re having difficulty with any of the assignments/essays, you’re more than welcome to meet with me during office hours and by appointment.  However, if you need additional help, swing by room 3211 in HHRA and any of the writing consultants there can help you with your work (you can make an appointment or simply walk-in). Make sure you bring all of your materials with you (i.e. assignment sheets, rough drafts, notes, outlines) and try to have specific problems in mind (note: they will not simply “edit” your paper for you).  

Conferencing: I will try to meet with you all at least THREE times this semester in individual conferences: once, in the beginning, as a sort of “getting to know ya” meeting; close to midterm, to discuss your writing so far; and then before the final portfolio is due.  These conferences will be approximately 10-15 minutes long, perhaps longer for the final conference.  If you miss your conference (and if you do, you’d better have a really good reason), it will count as one absence.  I encourage you to meet with me at anytime during the semester if you feel you are having problems in the class.  That’s what I’m here for.  
Late Work: I do not accept late papers.  Yes, I’m serious.  If you anticipate that you will miss class the day an assignment is due, be it a weekly response, a formal essay, or something else, make arrangements to get your work to me ahead of time.  A late paper / assignment will be awarded with a zero for the assignment.        
Plagiarism and Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty:  All verified cases of academic dishonesty (including cheating and plagiarism, the use of another’s text or ideas without proper credit and citation) will be reported to the proper university officials (Office of Student Services) and may earn students a variety of instructor-imposed sanctions, from having to repeat the assignment to failing the course.  Such reported cases will put the students at risk of university sanctions against cheating, which include expulsion from the university as one of many consequences.  Please see UNCG’s “Academic Integrity Policy” online at <http://studentconduct.uncg.edu/policy/academicintegrity/> or in the Undergraduate Bulletin.  
General Classroom Guidelines:

· Students are solely responsible for personal conduct and assigned work.  You must take responsibility for your own learning in this course.  I will aid you in the learning process, but, ultimately, learning is your choice.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out (not for me to hunt down and tell you) what you missed in class that day.  It is your responsibility to get your work in on time and to stay awake in class, to know that if you have to get up and leave for anything, you should do it quietly, and to let me know ahead of time if you need to leave early so that it is not is disruption.  It is your responsibility to take your papers to the Writing Center for revision work or to make an appointment to see me in my office, keep appointments for conferences and so on.   I think you get what I mean. 
· Respect others’ comments and contributions to class discussion.  If you ridicule what someone else has said in a derogatory and disrespectful manner, you will be asked to leave the class for that period and allowed back in only after a private conference with me.

· Turn off all cellular/digital/technological/noisemaking devices (including pagers).  I’m likely to confiscate them otherwise.  

· Students will not leave class until they are dismissed by the instructor.  That means you may not pack up, stand up, sit on the edge of your seat in intense anticipation, etc… until I have finished making my closing remarks and said, "Okay, you can go."

Adjustments for Disabilities: Students in university classrooms who have various disabilities (whether visible or invisible) are, of course, welcome, and their rights protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act.  However, it is imperative that students with disabilities register with the Office of Disability Services (334-5440) and inform the instructor of any special needs as early as possible so that the necessary arrangements or adjustments can be made.  

Evaluation Breakdown:





Grading Scale: 




Final Portfolio - 50%   





100-90 = 
A+/A/A-
Participation/Group Work/Individual Conferences - 15%

89-80   =

B+/B/B-

Formal Assignments (3) - 15%




79-70   =

C+/C/C-
   
Quizzes/Responses/Online Posts – 15%



69-60   =

D+/D/D-



Group Presentation – 5%





59-below =
F
Tentative Class Calendar
 (This calendar is subject to change as deemed necessary by the instructor)

Week One—August 14-18
M: Course Introduction/ Syllabus, Policies; Diagnostic Exercise 

W: Class introductions, group assignments; sign up for first conferences.
F:  “Transition from High School to College Writing” (handout); large group discussion activity 
Week Two—August 21-25
M: Introduction to Argument and Rhetoric (handout on Blackboard); Writing Matters reading (TBA)
W: Song Lyric Activity with Rhetoric and Argument
F: Writing Matters reading (TBA); First Essay Assignment and Annotated Bibliography Assignment; must have met with me by this date for first conferences 
Week Three—August 28 – September 1
M: Thomas Fain, “American Popular Culture: Should We Integrate It into American Education?” and Terry Nelson, “Dumbing Down” (readings on Blackboard)  
W: Reading Visual Texts for Cultural References: Class Activity reading scenes from The Wedding Singer   

F: Workshop: Analysis – how to read and write about cultural references.
Week Four—September 4 – 8
M:  No Class – Labor Day Holiday  
W: “This is Emo,” Chuck Klosterman; “Marriage,” Gregory Corso (E-Reserve)  
F:   Library Day (tentative)
Week Five—September 11-15
M:  Writing Matters reading on workshops (TBA); Preliminary Review (Bring sketch to class) 
W:  In class writing exercise; work with topics, revisions

F: Discussion of Group-Led Discussions and Big Fish
Week Six—September 18-22
M:  Rough Draft Review (have full rough draft for peer review)

W: Analytical Essay due at Class Time; class reflection first essay; Second Essay Assignment, Profile Essay 
 F: Baron, “Language and Society”; Tom Dalzell, “The Power of Slang” (readings on Blackboard)
Week Seven—September 25-29  Midterm Conferences 
M: Applebaum and Pittman, excerpts from Turd Ferguson & The Sausage Party (E-Reserve) 
W: Workshop: Interviewing 
F:  The Problem of Profiling: Writing the Profile Essay (handout) 
Week Eight—October 2-6  Midterm Conferences
Last Day to Drop Classes without Academic Penalty = Friday, October 6
M: Preliminary Peer Review
W: TBA
F: Rough Draft Review 
Week Nine—October 9-13 Fall Break—No classes Monday or Tuesday
No class Monday 
W: Profile Essay due at class time; second essay reflection  
F:  Introduction to Big Fish, pp. 1-12  
Week Ten—October 16-20   
M:  Big Fish, pp. 13-57 [Group 1] 
W:  Big Fish, pp. 57-101 [Group 2]
 F:  Big Fish, pp. 101-143 [Group 3]
Week Eleven—October 23-27
M:  Big Fish, pp. 143-175 [Group 4]; Daniel Wallace at EUC (All are encouraged to attend; you will receive extra participation points if you do).
W: Personal Response Due for Group-Led Discussions and Big Fish; Introduction to Final Portfolio Assignment; 
F:  Work with writing reflections, putting together portfolio materials
Week Twelve—October 30 – November 3
M:  Continue work with writing reflections, portfolio materials
W: Work with Revision Strategies for Final Portfolio
F:  Work with Revision Strategies for Final Portfolio
Week Thirteen—November 6-10
M: Writing the introduction for Annotated Bib 
W: Writing the introduction for Annotated Bib
F:  TBA
Week Fourteen—November 13-17
M:  Rough Draft Review for Annotated Bibliography
W:  Annotated Bibliography due at class time
F:   Portfolio Work, TBA
Week Fifteen—November 20-24 Final Conferences (Monday) 
No Class Wednesday – Friday for Thanksgiving Break

M:   Portfolio Work, TBA
Week Sixteen—November 27 – December 1 Final Conferences (MWF)
M:  Class Reflections; Portfolio Work

W:  Class Reflections; Portfolio Work

F:   No class for Final Conferences
Final Portfolio due last day of classes (December 4)
There is no final exam in this class, but I will be available to you during the exam time so that you may pick up your graded portfolio.

Last Day of Classes: Monday, December 4
Reading Day: Tuesday, December 5
Final Exam Period(s) [Finals Week— Dec. 6-8, 11-13]:
English 101 Section 17    December 11, 8-11am

English 101 Section 22   December 8, 12-3pm
