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COURSE OVERVIEW
English 101 is a course about learning to read closely and write critically about texts, ideas, and experience. During the semester, you will do a lot of writing, both in and out of class. You’ll write for yourself and for others, analyze your classmates’ texts as well as your own, reflect and respond, argue, and do research. We’ll talk about how you develop your own style, how you develop ideas and how you change them, and how you understand audience. Writing well involves more than following a set of rules or formulas. Over the semester, we’ll explore both the rules and what’s beyond them. 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
This course will teach students how to write and communicate clearly; read closely and critically; evaluate and employ rhetorical stances; and understand different viewpoints and styles.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Readings

2 Essays (4-6 pages)
Journal of reflections and responses
In-class writing, discussion and groupwork
2 Conferences
Final Portfolio
Weekly readings are listed in the course calendar. Updates and/or changes to the reading list will be posted on Blackboard. Having the readings done is crucial. They will form the basis for our in-class writings and discussions, as well as serving as models for various assignments.  

You will need a small 3-ring binder or folder to collect your in-class writing assignments and out-of-class journal entries. You’ll also need to keep track of drafts of essays, outlines, final drafts, drawings, discussion questions…everything.   Keep things as organized as you can. It will help immensely when you compile your portfolio.   

Over the semester, we will work on two full-length papers (a personal narrative or perspective and a research project). Both papers will involve several drafts, and you will continue to revise them for your final portfolio. We’ll discuss these in detail as the semester goes along.  
The journal will be a collection of 1-2 page responses and reflections. You’ll be doing one of these each week. Usually, I’ll give you a prompt or an assignment or ask you to respond to a certain reading; other weeks will be less structured (though I will prove some ideas in case you’re stuck). Each entry should be typed and printed out as a separate document, and while they can certainly be less formal than the essays, you’ll still need to maintain a certain critical stance, whether in subject or in style. I’ll collect what you’ve written every week or two and we can begin talking about what pieces you might want to revise and include in your portfolio.
The final project for this class will be a portfolio of what you’ve written and revised over the course of the semester. You’ll need 18-24 pages of polished writing as well as several pages of reflection on your writing and some of the collected drafts/sketches/outlines you’ve done. We’ll discuss this project at length as the semester goes along.      
EVALUATION
Most of this class involves you directly in writing, responding, and reporting in large and small groups. It’s not possible to make up that kind of work. Therefore, regular attendance and participation are crucial to your success in this class. I expect you to come to class on time and prepared with all books and materials and with assignments complete. 
You are allowed three absences during the semester. Each absence after that will count one letter grade off your final average (in rare circumstances, further absences may be allowed, but very rarely and only at my discretion). Tardiness, late work, or being unprepared will not be tolerated, and will seriously affect your participation grade.  
Grades: 
Portfolio—50% 
Participation—30%
Journals—20%

I will not give you a grade on individual papers or journals. I will give you a “grade-so-far” before fall break, which will describe your progress in the class. My comments to you on journals and papers, as well as our conferences, should give you a sense of my evaluation of your work, and what I’d like to see happen to the work you decide to include in your portfolio.

FINAL NOTES
The Writing Center is available to all UNCG students. They can help with the steps involved in drafting a paper. We’ll talk more about the WC when we discuss the essays. 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. We’ll discuss this in class, but please see the section on academic honor in the UNCG Student Handbook (or http://academicintegrity.uncg.ed).
Students with a disability that may affect their ability to succeed in this class should contact the Office of Disability Services to arrange accommodation.  Students are also welcome to identify themselves to me.
It is understood that we will treat everyone in the classroom with respect.
ENG 101-57 CALENDAR (all readings from The Writer’s Presence unless indicated)

This is intended as an overview of the semester and to give you an idea of what we’ll be doing each week as well as give you the majority of the readings in case you want to get ahead. I’ll give you a more detailed, daily calendar (and post it on Blackboard as well), along with any additions or changes to the reading list, every three weeks. 
Week 1 (8/14-8/18)

Introduction

Week 2 (8/21-8/25)

“On Keeping a Notebook,” Didion

“The First Hours,” Townsend

Journal Explained/Assigned

Week 3 (8/28-9/1)

“Biography of a Dress,” Kincaid

“On Dumpster Diving,” Eighner

1st Paper Assigned

Week 4 (9/4-9/8)

“I Choose Exile,” Wright 
“My Father’s Life,” Carver

Proposals Due/Discussed

Week 5 (9/11-9/15)

David Sedaris’ Essays (E-Reserve)

“Learning to Read and Write,” Douglas

Sample Workshop/1st Draft Due/Workshop

Week 6 (9/18-22)
Final Drafts Due

Week 7 (9/25-9/29)

Conferences

Week 8 (10/2-10/6)

“Once More to the Lake,” White

Begin Big Fish (finish over break)

Week 9 (10/11-10/13)

Big Fish

Week 10 (10/16-10/20)

Big Fish
Week 11 (10/23-10/27)

Daniel Wallace Reading, Mon. 23rd 

“Throwing Like a Girl,” Fallows

“The Witches of Salem Village,” Erikson

Library Visit

Week 12 (10/30-11/3)

“Why McDonald’s Fries Taste So Good,” Schlosser

“What America Would Be Like Without Blacks,” Ellison

2nd Paper Assigned

Week 13 (11/6-11/10)

“The Perpetual Adolescent,” Epstein
“Hooking Up,” Wolfe
Proposals Due/Discussed
Week 14 (11/13-17)

Conferences

Week 15 (11/21)

Final Draft Due

Week 16 (11/27-12/1)

Portfolio Workshop

11/30: Portfolios Due

12/7: Portfolios Returned 12:00-3:00 
