ENGLISH 101-23


                                      Composition and Rhetoric

MWF 12:00-12:50pm




         Classroom: Moore 329

Instructor: Rae Ann DeRosse




Office: 3210E HHRA

E-mail:  radeross@uncg.edu                 


Office hours: MW 1-2:00pm

Voice mail: 4-5867             





    and by appointment 

Assigned texts: 

Big Fish, Daniel Wallace

The Curious Writer, Bruce Ballenger

Writing Matters, UNCG Department of English publication

Required Materials:  

1. Three-ring binder (preferably 1/2'”-1”) or folder with manila section inserts and folder pockets inside front and back flaps

2. paper and pen in class every day

3. loose-leaf paper

4. online access (available in library or computer labs on campus)

5. Blackboard account (http://blackboard.uncg.edu).  Blackboard is a valuable online resource for students and teachers. You will be expected to check Blackboard regularly as part of your class participation grade. 

This course is designed to help you become better readers, writers and critical thinkers.  We will work together to make each of you more conscious of your learning processes, i.e. the ways in which you absorb, evaluate, reflect upon and then transmit information to your audience.  We will discuss and evaluate different methods of visual, oral and written communication in the assigned texts as well as in our own works.  Our aim is to become more conscious of our own thinking processes and in so doing, to figure out ways in which we can progress and improve our overall communication skills (especially writing).  

Learning Goals 

· Interpret, evaluate, and respond to argumentative discourse, both oral and textual 

· Construct well-reasoned and reflective arguments

· Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently and effectively

· Locate, synthesize, and appropriately present relevant information

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints 

Grades will be calculated as follows:

· Class participation—20%: Class participation requires active listening, reading, writing and speaking in the classroom, as well as regular on-time attendance at class and conferences.  Missed conferences will count against your participation grade as if you missed a class.  A large part of your participation grade will reflect your effort and work on the informal (and there will be many) writing assignments.  

· Portfolio—50%:  Your portfolio will consist of 15-20 pages of revised, polished writing chosen by you from the various writing assignments we create throughout the semester.  For this reason, you should save everything you write in this class.  I mean everything: brainstorming notes, CW exercises, freewrites and fastwrites, rough drafts, second drafts, working drafts, peer evaluations, responses to peer evaluations, etc.  We will be doing a great deal of informal writing in this course, as well as four formal essays.  The formal essays are as follows: 

1. The Educational Reflection Essay

2. The Personal Narrative

3. The Ad Analysis Essay

4. The Critical Argumentative Essay

For most of you, the 20 pages of polished writing that you submit as your portfolio will be the final drafts of these four papers, but we can discuss in class whether you would prefer to use revisions of one or two of the other assignments instead.  

· Journal—30% You will be expected to keep a writing journal in which you will write at least once per week (suggestion: after each class meeting is probably the best time to write in your journal and reflect upon the class discussion, an idea or question that came up or simply your thoughts about your process in that class.  10-15 minutes of fastwriting is all you’ll need).  The writing journal is an integral part of your portfolio, although it will be counted separately from your portfolio.  Your journal will be submitted to me for review several times throughout the semester, so make sure that you are keeping up with it.  There are several reasons for keeping a writing journal, which we will discuss at length in class.   

Class rules:

Frequent lateness or absence is unacceptable.  Students who are absent more than three times during the semester will lose a letter grade, without exception.  Attendance at a scheduled conference is just as important as attendance in class, therefore, missing a conference will count as an absence from class. Students who are late four or more times (even if only five minutes) will lose a letter grade.   

Plagiarism is unacceptable and will not be tolerated!  Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: copying from any previously written work without citing the source, paraphrasing without citing the source, or simply submitting other people’s work as your own.  Plagiarism will result in an “F” for the paper, your grade in the course will be lowered, and further disciplinary action may be taken.  For the University policy on plagiarism, go to: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/ 

Please no beepers, cell phones, walkie-talkies, walkmans, gameboys, etc.  We have a lot of work to do in the allotted time and these devices disrupt the entire class. 

Writing Center

I highly recommend that all students visit the University Writing Center at least once during the semester.  The Writing Center is in room 3211 HHRA; hours are Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm, Fridays 9am-3pm and Sundays 5pm-8pm.  Call 334-3125 for an appointment or additional information or you can just walk in and ask for help with issues, problems or questions.   

Other Resources: If you have a disability that could affect your performance in this class or for which you need accommodation, please contact me and the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.  
Class Schedule

Please note that this schedule is subject to change throughout the semester.  No changes will be made without at least one class day of prior notice, but those of you who miss class must be sure to check Blackboard or ask fellow students about possible assignment changes.

	Week
	Reading
	Writing

	Week 1: 8/14-8/18, Class introduction: reflection on past educational experiences and goals and expectations for college
	· The Curious Writer, Student Preface and Chapter 1 
	· In-class essay

· CW exercises

· Begin rough draft of 1st essay

· Journal entry

	Week 2: 8/21-8/25, Rhetoric and the Rhetorical triangle: explore writing from different perspectives or with different audiences in mind
	· “Girl,” Jamaica Kincaid

· Writing Matters, TBA


	· In-class freewriting

· Group work re: story

· Workshop on 1st essay

· Journal entry

	Week 3: 8/28-9/1 Group presentations.  Also, reading as inquiry, what does it mean? how is it done?  
	· The Curious Writer, chapter 2

· Writing Matters, TBA
	· Essay 1 due: Reflection letter

· Assignment reflection letter

· CW exercises 

· Journal entry

	Week 4: 9/4-9/8 

Conference Week
	*This is a conference week in which each student will meet with me individually for 15 minutes either during class time or by appointment about their writing and progression in the course. Details to follow.

	Week 5: 9/11-9/15 

Exploring the personal essay and personal narrative, discussion of identity and family, social and public life, rhetoric and family mythology
	· “The Death of the Moth,” Virginia Woolf

· Curious Writer, chapter 5 

· Writing Matters, TBA
	· In-class freewriting

· Begin drafting 2nd essay

· Journal entry 

**JOURNALS DUE

	Week 6: 9/18-9/22 

Continue identity, family roles, oral/historical traditions
	· Readings TBA 
	· In-class freewriting

· Rough draft of 2nd essay

· Group work 

· Journal entry

	Week 7:  9/25-9/29 

Introduction to Big Fish, relation to personal narratives and essays, family mythologies


	· Big Fish, through “The Day He Left Ashland”

· BF, through “His Legendary Legs”

· BF, through “My Father’s Death, Take 5” 
	· Essay 2 due: Personal Narrative

· Assignment reflection letter
· Journal entry

	Week 8: 10/2-10/6 

Conclude Big Fish  


	· BF, through “In Which He Has a Dream”

· BF, finish 
	· In-class freewriting

· Begin drafting 3rd essay

· Journal entry

	Week 9: 10/9-10/13 

Reading as inquiry: media, how “a picture can speak a thousand words,” what those words are and why


	·  The Curious Writer, chapter 3 

· “The Language of Clothes,” Alison Lurie

· Selected hand-outs/e-reserve articles
	· In-class freewriting

· Rough draft 3rd essay

· Journal entry 

	Week 10: 10/16-10/20 

Explore film adaptation and adaptations in general, what changes? Why? What are their purposes?
	· Selected hand-outs/e-reserves
	· Essay 3 due: Ad Analysis

· Assignment reflection letter

· Group work on film adaptations

· Journal entry 

	Week 11: 10/23-10/27 Continue visual media analysis and discussions in larger social context; present film scenes
	· Writing Matters, TBA 

· The Curious Writer, chapter 8
	· In-class freewriting

· Begin drafting 4th essay

· Journal entry 

**JOURNALS DUE

	Week 12: 10/30-11/3

Begin review of “secondary sources” or critical essays on Big Fish, trip to Jackson Library, writing a critical argumentative essay
	· Essays or reviews on Big Fish, on blackboard

· Writing Matters, TBA 
	· In-class freewriting

· Rough draft 4th essay

· Journal entry

 

	Week 13: 11/6-11/10 Continue drafting, discussion and reviews of critical argumentative essays; workshop essays in groups
	· The Curious Writer, chapter 11
	· Rough draft 4th essay

· Peer revision workshop

· Journal entry

	Week 14: 11/13-11/17 Revising, editing, finalizing critical essays: what is revision?  
	· Readings TBA
	· Essay 4 due: Critical Argumentative 

· Assignment reflection letter

· Journal entry 

	Week 15: 11/20-11/24 Conference Week
	*This is a conference week in which each student will meet with me individually for 15 minutes either during class time or by appointment about their writing and progression in the course. Details to follow.

	Week 16: 11/27-12/1
	
	**JOURNALS AND PORTFOLIOS DUE WITH FINAL REFLECTION LETTER

	Week 17: 12/5, final
	“Open Mic” Readings
	


IMPORTANT DATES 

M 9/4/06 
NO CLASS: LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
M 10/9/06 
NO CLASS: FALL BREAK.
M 10/23/06 
Daniel Wallace, author of Big Fish, will speak at 2:30pm at the elliot university center  

F 11/24/06 
NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
