English 101-10: Reading Critically and Writing Curiously

Fall 2006                                           MWF 10:00-10:50                                  BRYN 206

Instructor: Will Duffy

Office: HHRA 3112 C

Phone: 334-5837

Email: weduffy@uncg.edu (preferred method of contact)

Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30-1:45

                         Wednesday 11:00-12:30, and gladly by appointment. 

Course Description:

In this course we will work towards becoming better writers, readers and thinkers. We will play with words and thoughts and see what happens when we try to organize them in cohesive forms across various parts of the rhetorical spectrum. To give you practice in college writing, all of our assignments ask you to hone your skills at observation and analysis—of texts and images, personal experiences, ideas—and to improve your writing through conversation and revision. Each unit in this course will consist of readings, workshops and both informal and formal writing activities. 

Simply put, this course is designed around the understanding that how we engage and experience the world around us is directly influenced by how we think about and perceive that same world. Accordingly, if we can examine and develop how we think and read—that is, if we can expand our critical literacy, we develop our power to name the world, as literacy pedagogue Paulo Freire describes it. Writing represents a nexus for learning in which this thought and action come together. But there is no guaranteed formula that always leads to “good” writing; we must experiment and devise strategies for successful writing and adjust them along the way. We’ll work together at this, and with hope build some build community and have fun! 

What You Will Need:

1. The Curious Writer 2007 (Concise Edition) by Bruce Ballinger

2. Big Fish by Daniel Wallace

3. Writing Matters (UNCG publication)

4. A UNCG email account with access to Blackboard

5. A handful of articles that will be available on e-reserve 

6. A notebook/folder for notes and in-class writing activities

***SAVE EVERYTHING you write in this class, including all drafts***


How to be Human in this course:

Have respect for yourself, you’re classmates, and me. You will encounter viewpoints and opinions that may be different from yours in this class. You might experience cultures and ideas that you have not encountered. No worries. This class should be safe zone where everyone has an equal voice. Diversity is great for conversation—this word means to “turn together.” Be bold and know that you can express yourself, this class needs your voice. But don’t be abrasive or rude to others. And of course, turn off cell phones, ipods, and anything else that could be distracting.

Timeliness and Attendance:

This class is rooted in the idea that learning takes place in community, so active attendance is required. You will be allowed THREE absences during this course, excused and unexcused. After three absences your grade will be seriously affected. If absent, you are responsible for acquiring work, assignments, handouts, etc. from that day. In short, be in class, be prepared, and be on time. I know life happens, but if you are perpetually late to class, your participation grade will be reduced. Finally, if you come to class, but I have a hard time distinguishing you from plant life, you’re not really in class—participate!

Conferences:

Throughout this course you will be required to have two individual conferences with me. We’ll have one early in the semester and the other will take place during mid-terms. Failure to show up for either of these scheduled conferences will negatively affect your participation grade. Of course, you are welcome to have as many conferences as you like—stop by during office hours or make an appointment. Don’t hesitate to come see me! 

Don’t Cheat:

Plagiarism is a theft of thought; don’t do it. If you have any questions regarding what constitutes plagiarism, please see me. Understand that plagiarism is a violation of the Academic Integrity Policy (http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/) and is grounds for failing an assignment and potentially the course. I value your ideas—no need to look elsewhere. 

Need Some Help on a Paper?

The Writing Center, located in 3211 HHRA, is for any writer at any level in the process who wants some qualified, one-on-one input on any essay for any class. Call for an appointment, 334-3125, or just drop in. 

Disability Services:

If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in the class or for which you need accommodation, please contact me and/or the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.

Late work and staples:

Assigned work will not be accepted late, unless there is a valid emergency, and I determine valid emergencies. Also, and this is very important – E-MAIL SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. Finally, please staple all of your work.
Portfolios:

We will be accumulating large amounts of writing over the course of the semester and it would be nice to have a place for it – The Writing Portfolio. The portfolio allows you to choose your best work from the semester. These pieces should demonstrate you abilities as a writer and scholar. This is the big assignment for the semester so we will visit and re-visit the specifics of this assignment throughout the semester.

Journals:

You will be required to write various “journal” assignments that will be due at the most once a week (see schedule). These journal assignments can be thought of as “low-stakes” writing – there are no “rules” except that you address whatever open-ended prompt I give you. These will not be graded, but they will count towards your participation grade. Journals should be around 1 page long, single-spaced. Let your voice be heard in these. 

Evaluation:

Paper 1 – Critical Analysis: 10%

Paper 2 – Personal Narrative: 10%

Paper 3 – Synthesis: 10%

Participation: 20%

Portfolio: 50%

*To receive credit for these essays you must complete all the drafts, revision exercises, and attend all scheduled conferences. One of the goals of this course is to learn about revision, therefore you have ample opportunity to revise each of these pieces. Revision is critical in every writing process. If at any point you would like to revise a paper for a higher grade, you may do so. This option ends when portfolios are due. Be aware, however, that higher grades are not guaranteed just because you turn in a new draft.

Essay and Portfolio Contest:

At the end of spring semester awards are handed out to top freshmen essays and portfolios. If you would like to submit your work, just see me and I’ll take care of it. There is lots of $$$ to be won, so I encourage you to participate! 

A Note on Reading:
In this course I ask you to complete a healthy amount of reading, but not too much. Please respect myself and everyone else in the class by actually doing the reading. We will have many class discussions, so be prepared. I don’t believe in arbitrary assignments, so you won’t ever be told to read or write something that I don’t think is worthwhile and applicable. Here’s some helpful advice: Read class materials with a pen or highlighter by your side so you can mark passages and make notes as you read. This will help you tremendously in this course.
Tentative Schedule: Weeks 1-11

Week One (Aug 14, 16, 18)
M – Introductions, Review Syllabus 

W – Continue Intros, Rhetoric: a few definitions

F - Read Curious Writer, Chapter 2 (37-39, 41-43, 47-57) Make sure you are familiar with the “double-entry” journal concept explained on pages 53-55

Week Two (Aug 21, 23, 25)
M – Read “Knowing is Loving” by Parker Palmer (e-reserve)

W – Journal 1 Due

F – Read Chapter 2 of Pedagogy of the Oppressed by Paulo Freire (e-reserve)

Week Three (Aug 28, 30, Sept 1)
M – Continue with Freire, Introduction to Essay 1

W – Meet in the Library in the “CITI” computer lab on the 1st floor

(Th – Conferences, Journal 2 Due)

F – Conferences, Journal 2 Due

Week Four (Sept 4, 6, 8)
M – NO CLASS (Labor Day)

W – Read “Summary of Ways of Responding” by Elbow and Belanoff (e-reserve)

F – Journal 3 Due

Week Five (Sept 11, 13, 15)
M – Read Curious Writer, Chapter 1 (3-5, 8-16, 25-34)

W – Read “Shitty First Drafts” by Anne Lamott (e-reserve)

F – Rough drafts of Essay 1 Due

Week Six (Sept 18, 20, 22)
M – Introduction to the Workshop

W – Workshop Essay 1 – Bring at least 2 copies of your draft!!

F – Essay 1 Due

Week Seven (Sept 25, 27, 29)
M – Introduce Essay 2

W – Read “Memory and Imagination” by Patricia Hampl (e-reserve) 

F – Journal 4 Due

Week Eight (Oct 2, 4, 6)
M – Read Chapter 1 from Jane Addams, The Long Road of Woman’s Memory (e-reserve)

W – Mid-term conferences

F – Mid-term conferences

Week Nine (Oct 9, 11, 13)
M – FALL BREAK (READ Big Fish!)

W – Discuss Big Fish

F – Rough Draft of Essay 1 Due, continue with Big Fish

Week Ten (Oct 16, 18, 20)
M – Journal 5 Due

W – Class Workshop

F – Workshop Essay 2

Week Eleven (Oct 23, 25, 27)

M – NO CLASS, Go to Daniel Wallace Reading at 2:30 in the EUC

W – Essay 2 Due

F – Catch Up, Introduce Essay 3

More to come!




Some of my goals include…


For you to study and reflect on what writing is, how it works, and who you are as a writer


For you to explore numerous rhetorical strategies designed to help you in the writing process


For you to grow comfortable with revision and to understand that writing is always work in progress


To allow you plenty of time and opportunity to practice writing while we consider such topics as education, family, and language. 





The University Learning Goals:


Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing and speech


Construct cogent arguments 


Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently, and effectively


Locate, synthesize, and evaluate information


Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse


Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints


 











