English Composition 101

“Feeling and Form”


Section 49


Matthew J. McNees 

Office: 4-5867
HHRA 1213


HHRA 3112


Cel: 601.0959
TR 12:30-1:45


mjmcnees@uncg.edu

TR 10:30-11:30 & Appt.
Ballyhough railway station has two clocks which disagree 
by some six minutes. When one helpful Englishman pointed
 the fact out to a porter, his reply was 'Faith, sir, if they was
 to tell the same time, why would we be having two of them?' 

MARTIN JOOS, The Five Clocks
Trains of thought run through dark tunnels. 

THEODOR REIK

…Even the strawberries get it.

 THE WHITE STRIPES, "Instinct Blues"
Learning Goals:

· Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse

· Compose cogent arguments

· Communicate clearly, coherently and effectively

· Locate, synthesize and evaluate relevant information

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Weigh evidence and evaluate different viewpoints

Class Description:


Throughout the course we will use our individual voices as our main driving force. However, we will also focus on general ideas about rhetoric and writing as well as ideas from other writers. My goal as your instructor will be a continual challenging and encouraging of your ability to think, write, read and compose critically and creatively on as high a level as possible.  

More practically, the goal of the course is a product: your portfolio. Throughout the semester, you will become increasingly aware of your writing process as you generate, compose and revise your writing.
Class Texts:

· The Curious Writer 2007 concise edition, Bruce Ballinger

· Big Fish, Daniel Wallace

· 2006–2007 Writing Matters UNCG English department publication

· Selected Readings available on e-reserve
Class Requirement Categories:

· Participation



20%

· Drafts, Exercises, Journaling

20%

· Essays




10%
· Portfolio




50%

Participation: Come to class and be involved. After 2 absences, each absence will lower your grade. Excessive tardiness counts as an absence. Conferences are also included as regular class meetings. In-class writing assignments and general in-class assignments are included in your participation grade. Also, informal group work falls into this category. Please note that university-level decorum is expected at all times, without exception. 
Drafts and Exercises: I will assign various exercises, assignments, readings and essay drafts to be done outside of class throughout the semester. The syllabus has 8 Class Meeting Dates that are underlined: on these days, journal entries are due. The journal entries may be an extension of less-formal, in-class writing or may treat a class subject (either in nuclear or marginal focus) and treat the subject adequately. Journal entries need to be at least one typed page. More formal group work may fall into this category.
Essays: Four essays (3-5 pages) will be due throughout the semester. Three of these will end up in your portfolio. You will receive more information about each essay.
The Portfolio: This course is about writing. At the end of the semester, a portfolio of your revised writing is due. More information regarding both your portfolio choices and the portfolio requirements will be provided as the semester continues. As a general rule, know that will we write a lot and that you should discard none of our class writings. 
Some Policies:

· *I will be more than happy to talk to you outside of class about any class assignments. 
· *No credit will be given for any missed class assignment or any late work unless prior arrangements are made with me.
· As the syllabus might change, be careful to note any assignments not on the original syllabus.


Formatting: All typed assignments and essays must follow the MLA citation guidelines.
Group Work: 

Group work--either formal or informal--is collaborative learning that requires positive interdependence in order to achieve active roles for all group members. 
Conferences:

In addition to the classroom, we will also meet one-on-one to discuss your writing. Please note that conferences may not take place in my office, so carefully note when and where we will meet. Missing a scheduled conference is analogous to missing a regular class. We will have at least two conferences. 
The Writing Center: 

The University Writing Center is located in Room 3211 of the Humanities building. It is open for appointments or walk-ins Monday-Thursday 9am - 8pm, Fridays 9am - 3pm, and Sundays 5pm -8pm. Call 334-3125 for an appointment or additional information or you can just stop by, bringing your work-in-progress with you. 
Plagiarism:

...is a violation of the Academic Integrity Policy (www.uncg.edu/saf/studiscp/Honor.html) and will be treated as such.


Disability Services: 
If you have any sort of disability that could affect your performance in the class or for which you need an accommodation, please contact me and/or the Office of Disability Services at 334-5440.
