English Composition 101-60 
UNCG—Building HHRA/ Room 3207

Fall 2006

MWF   10:00-10:50 a.m.
Ins. Jenny Noller

Office: Foust 103C

Office Hours: MWF 9-10 a.m. and by appointment 

Email: jknoller@uncg.edu
How is one to live a moral and compassionate existence when one is fully aware of the blood, the horror inherent in life, when one finds darkness not only in one's culture but within oneself? If there is a stage at which an individual life becomes truly adult, it must be when one grasps the irony in its unfolding and accepts responsibility for a life lived in the midst of such paradox. One must live in the middle of contradiction, because if all contradiction were eliminated at once life would collapse. There are simply no answers to some of the great pressing questions. You continue to live them out, making your life a worthy expression of leaning into the light.   

                                                                                   —from Artic Dreams by Barry Lopez 


BOOKS: 


Big Fish by Daniel Wallace

Indefensible: One Lawyer’s Journey into the Inferno of American Justice by David Feige


The Little, Brown Handbook


Writing Matters


Various online readings

OTHER COSTS: 


Printing of outside readings


Xeroxing of essays for workshop groups 


Stapler 


Binder for final portfolio

PURPOSE:
This course will help to build a framework with which to become an accomplished college writer. The strategies that you will learn in creating and supporting arguments will be applicable in all your subsequent college courses.  Confidence, though, is really the name of the game here.  I want you to walk out of this class and be comfortable that you can read a short story, essay, or book and analyze the work on many different levels. We will accomplish this by extensive reading, discussions, casual and formal writing, as well as peer review.  

This class will require a great deal of effort both inside the classroom and out.  As there is much reading and all good English classes are born from lively discussion, I expect to have engaging discussions, which means that you will be required to speak in class.  One of the goals you will work towards is having a particular opinion on each work after reading it.  Part of what will help you to come to this point are your reading notes and class discussion; I strongly encourage students to assert their viewpoints and to back up their arguments—there are no right or wrong opinions, only unfounded ones.

STUDENT LEARNING GOALS:

● interpret and evaluate works to see how they have been constructed  

● take a position of your own about a particular topic and convey that clearly to a specified audience, 

   both verbally and in writing

● find and use supporting relevant information from online, the university library, and other sources 

● share your thoughts in class 

● understand the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

EXPECTATIONS:

Attendance
Attendance is required.  If you have to miss a class, you should contact me immediately.  Treat me as you would treat your boss—this means, you let me know why you will not be in class before the class.  Any and all dire circumstances (illness, family death, etc.) should be made known to me.  

If you miss 9 or more classes, you will receive an automatic failure.  You may miss three classes without penalty, however, you are still responsible for any work.  Quizzes and in-class writing missed may not be made up.  * Upon your fourth absence, your grade will begin to suffer, as I will deduct 3 Final Grade points for each additional day missed.
* Student athletes: You need to talk with me immediately.  I need schedules of days that will be missed.  For this leniency, I expect attendance on all other days.   Absences will only be tolerated in the most dire of circumstances (death, etc.).

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is intentionally or knowingly representing the words of another as one’s own in any academic exercise.  This is a SERIOUS offense punishable by failure or even expulsion from school.  I will not tolerate any act of plagiarism in this course.  Using someone else’s words or ideas is wrong and will not be accepted in my class or the university system (or in life for that matter).  It is a violation of the Academic Integrity Policy and will be treated as such.  Please review UNCG’s policy.  If you are concerned about inadvertently violating this policy, please see me before completing the assignment.

Tardiness

Don’t be late.  It’s rude.  

Mutual respect

We must respect each other in order for this class to function.  Any behavior that distracts (eating, talking, while others are talking, etc.) or is disrespectful (personal attacks, studying for other courses, etc.) is unacceptable.  Students may be asked to leave the classroom if they choose to behave in these ways.  Cell phones and pagers should be turned off during class time.  

Special needs

If anyone has extra needs in the classroom due to disabilities, learning differences, or any other reason, please call the Office of Disability Services to arrange accommodation.  If there is anything I can do to help you, please know that I am more than willing.  
Adverse weather policy/ canceled classes

In the event of canceled classes, please consult your email.  In the event there is no email, keep up to speed with the syllabus.

GRADING:

Late work/ missed testing

Late work is not accepted.  You may always turn in work early or arrange to take a test early.  In the event of dire circumstances, you should contact me immediately.  Reading quizzes, however, are only offered in class.

Grading scale

A+  
97-100

A
93-96


A-
90-92

B+
87-89

B
83-86

B-
80-82

C+
77-79

C
73-76

C-
70-72

D
65-69

F
64 and below

Percentages
Reading quizzes

10%
    (Please note: I could give as few as 3 pop reading quizzes.)

Paper 1



15%

Paper 2



20%

Paper 3



15%

Reading responses and

In-class writings

10%                    

Peer critiques


10%

Final portfolio


10%

Class participation

10%

Reading quizzes
 (10%)

In order to do well on these quizzes you will have to have done a close college reading of the texts.  This means—you do more than a leisure reading.  You take notes.  You mark in the margins.  You know character names.  You understand plot line.  You understand the argument.  You have looked up words you don’t know.  The quizzes will be relatively straightforward, but will require you to have a good working knowledge of the reading.   I will give between 5 and 10 questions.  The burden to prove you have read is on you.  I could give as few as three pop reading quizzes, which means you want to always do the reading.


Papers (50%)

I will expect you to write the full page amount in Times New Roman 12 pt. Font.  Papers should be STAPLED.  The Revised paper, due anywhere from four days to two weeks after your first turn-in, should be very polished.  You should have been through the peer workshopping process with an open mind and consider all knowledge gained from it.  I should see substantial changes.  

Peer critiques (10%)

The basic outline for reading peer work:

First reading of work: Read without a pencil in hand.  Pretend that you are reading the paper online or in a magazine.

Second read: Now, pick up a pen or pencil.  Every work you read for workshopping purposes should be marked up.  You will want to correct any grammatical errors on the page.  You will want to write on the page any questions that occur to you and note any confusion that may have arisen.  

At the end of a second read,  you will type up a half-page of comments single-spaced.  I will give you more information on how to write a good and thorough critique when the time comes.  It will take energy and attention.  You will learn as much from this exercise as from writing your own papers.   This is not the place to talk about misspellings or grammatical concerns or any other little quibbles that you could have written the margins.  The critique is to discuss bigger thematic issues.  These should include positive comments and constructively critical ones.  What did you like? What blew you away?  Be specific—reference certain lines and passages.  Then, you will need to move into what was problematic for you.  What questions kept coming up for you?  How could this person improve their paper?  Remember: some of the best growth happens because people have been honest and really addressed a work’s limitations.

Reading Responses and In-class writings  (10%)

Reading responses will be at least 2-page writings that take into account both the reading and our discussions.  They should be typed and stapled and they should be clean.  Outside event response: during the course of the semester one of your responses will be about an event attended on campus.  I will provide more details on this later.  You may turn in this response at any time.

We will write in class often, sometimes to collect our thoughts, sometimes to help brainstorming, other times to teach writing techniques.  With this in mind, you should embrace the writings and do so with enthusiasm.  You will be expected to keep track of these writings and include them in your final portfolio.  

Final portfolio  (10%)

This will be a compilation of all your course writings.  I will want to see between 20-25 of polished work.  More specifications will be given later in the semester.

Class participation  (10%)
Every day that you come to class you should contribute.  The more you are engaged in the class and class discussion, the more you will learn.  I often call on people in class to pull them into discussion—be ready and be willing. 

CLASS SCHEDULE ENGLISH 101

WEEK 1

Mon., 8/14

Course introduction/ writing exercise

Wed., 8/16

Bring 2 magazine ads.  

In-class tutorial: Audience.

Fri., 8/18

Discuss “Once More to the Lake” by E.B. White




               http://staff.bcc.edu/jalexand/White--Once_More_to_the_Lake.htm

Reading response due.


WEEK 2

Mon., 8/21

Discuss “Derelicts in the Sinai” by Porter Shreve

                http://www.worldhum.com/dispatches/item/derelicts_in_the_sinai_072505/

Wed., 8/23

Discuss “The Bean-Field” by Henry David Thoreau




              http://thoreau.eserver.org/walden07.html

Fri., 8/25

Discuss editing / reading in Little, Brown Handbook (pgs TBA on BB)





Reading response due (with mistakes).  Bring 3 copies.

WEEK 3

Mon., 8/28

Discuss “My Son, the stranger” by Anne Lamott




               http://www.salon.com/mwt/feature/2006/05/22/lamott_fight_son/

Wed., 8/30

Discuss Essay #1 off e-reserve

Fri., 9/1


PAPER 1 due (4 pages).  Bring copies for your group and me.




Discuss Essay #2 off e-reserve
WEEK 4

Mon., 9/4  

No class.  Labor Day.
Wed., 9/6

Peer comments due.  Bring 2 copies of each one.

Discuss “Crummy First Drafts” by Anne Lamott off e-reserve

In-class workshop: tutorial on editing.

Fri., 9/8


Conferences.  Sign up with me for Th/ F time. Bring 1 page letter.



WEEK 5

Mon., 9/11

Conferences.  Sign up with me for Th/ F time. Bring 1 page letter.
Wed., 9/13

PAPER 1 revision due (5 pages).  Also, bring original copy with changes marked.



In-class exercise: Interviewing

Fri., 9/15

Discuss 2:  “The Thin Man” by John Lahr




                    http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=18846585

&  “Probablity that a Real Estate Agent is Cheating You” by  

    Stephen J. Dubner (found in library’s resources New York Times 

    Magazine, August 3, 2003)

WEEK 6

Mon., 9/18

Discuss 2: “Blackonomics at Harvard” by Stephen J. Dubner




             http://www.freakonomics.com/article3.php




 & “Citizen Penn” by John Lahr (link off BB)


Wed., 9/20

Discuss “Travels in Georgia” by John McPhee off e-reserve

Fri., 9/22

Discuss student Reporter-at-Larges off e-reserve





Reading response due.

WEEK 7

Mon., 9/25

Discuss “In Plain View” by Liza Porter



             http://cimarronreview.okstate.edu/152_sample4.html

Wed., 9/27

Discuss Bird by Bird Chp. 7 by Anne Lamott off e-reserve

 and “Fly Girl” by David A. Keeps  (link off BB)

Fri., 9/29

Discuss “The Hand on My Shoulder” by Michael Chabon off e-reserve
WEEK 8

Mon., 10/2

Discuss 2 articles off e-reserve




In-class tutorial: Research Methods.

Wed., 10/4

Discuss 2 articles off e-reserve/blackboard

Fri., 10/6

PAPER 2 due (7 pages).  Bring copies for your group and me.




In-class exercise on argument.
WEEK 9

Mon., 10/9

No class.  Fall break.

Wed., 10/11

Discuss Big Fish  (pgs. 1-36)

Fri., 10/13

Peer comments due.  Bring 2 copies of each one.
Discuss Big Fish  (pgs. 37-75)

WEEK 10

Mon., 10/16

Discuss Big Fish  (pgs. 76-105)

Wed., 10/18

PAPER 2 revision due (8-10 pages).  Also, bring original copy with changes marked.
Discuss Big Fish  (pgs. 106-142) 

Fri., 10/20

Discuss Big Fish  (pgs. 142-end)

WEEK 11

Mon., 10/23

Class canceled.  Required reading event at 3:30 p.m.
Wed., 10/25

Discuss Indefensible  (pgs.1-50)




Response about Daniel Wallace event due.

Fri., 10/27

Discuss Indefensible  (pgs. 51-100)
WEEK 12 

Mon., 10/30

Discuss Indefensible  (pgs.101-150)

Wed., 11/1

Discuss Indefensible  (pgs. 151-200)

Fri., 11/3

Discuss Indefensible  (pgs. 201-250)
WEEK 13

Mon., 11/6

Discuss 2 articles on criminal justice system off e-reserve

Wed., 11/8

Discuss 2 articles on criminal justice system off e-reserve

Fri., 11/10

In-class essay/ tutorial on paper design

WEEK 14

Mon., 11/13

PAPER 3 due.  Bring copies for your group and me.




Discuss “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker

Wed., 11/15

Peer comments due.  Bring 2 copies of each one.
Discuss “A&P” by John Updike

Fri., 11/17

PAPER 3 revision due.  Also, bring original copy with changes marked.




Discuss “The Things They Carried” by Tim O’Brien

WEEK 15

Mon., 11/20

Discuss “Everything that Rises Must Converge” by Flannery O’Connor

Wed., 11/22

No class. Thanksgiving break.
Fri., 11/24

No class. Thanksgiving break.

WEEK 16

Mon., 11/27

Discuss “Sexy” by Jhumpa Lahiri

Wed., 11/29

Discuss “Drinking Coffee Elsewhere” by ZZ Packer
Fri., 12/1 

In-class essay.
WEEK 17 

Mon., 12/4  

Portfolios due. 
EXAMS




TBA 


Portfolio pick-up

