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ENG 101:  Writing through Myth 

Fall 2006

ENG 101-54, 12:30 – 1:45 – HHRA 3208
ENG 101-50, 3:30 – 4:45 – HHRA 1207
Instructor:  Mary Beth Pennington




Office: HHRA 3112-F
E-mail:  m_pennin@uncg.edu  





Mailbox: TBA
Office Hours: TBA






Office Phone: 334-5837
Texts and Materials:

Texts

Big Fish: A Novel of Mythic Proportions, Daniel Wallace (any version or copy)
Writing Matters, UNCG Composition Department


Various e-reserve/Blackboard essays 
Materials

A dependable folder to hold ALL writing

A marbled composition book (blank)

Paper, pens for writing each day

Access to a black and white printer

_____________________________________________________________________

Course Values:

Our goal this semester will be to use the complex idea of myth as the impetus for the writing we do in this class.  Much of our work will revolve around the idea of myth – moving beyond common notions, such as the unicorn or the troll under the bridge, to more modern examples that directly affect our self-concept and values on a daily basis, such as “tall tales” about sexuality, nationality, certain cultures, etc.  Our journey will stretch into superstition and beyond, ending at our foundational values of right and wrong.  Part of our goal will be to isolate our own personal myths (we all have them) and be prepared to effectively explain to our peers, where, why, and how these myths have become such a core part of our identity.

As writers, foremost on our list of concerns will be the constant consideration of how to say the things we mean in ways that make people listen.  Our way of getting at this exchange will be through conversation, reading, creativity, freedom, and above all – PRACTICE.  We will be reading our novel and several essays together, but mostly, we will be interacting with one another and our environment to generate discussion that will lead to interesting and unique composition topics.  The best way to get better at anything is through practice, and that is the kind of work you’ll do in this class.  In short, your tasks are to 1) be honest to yourself and your peers as you write, read, listen, and respond, and 2) be willing to connect – find ways to include YOUR life experience in not only your writing but also in our classroom discussions.

Our Work: 

  

· Be Present:  Since this class depends so much on in-class writing, you need to make attendance a priority.  Come to class ready to play -- finish assigned reading; think about it even; bring questions, finds, confusions, and interests.  You will be expected to contribute to group work, are required to be in class on peer review workshop days, and must come by to see me in my office at least once this semester.  **After 3 absences you should expect to see your grade negatively affected.**

· In-Class Writing: Most class times will begin with 5-15 minutes of writing.   These writings should be a reflection of your thoughts for that day, which may or may not deal with the main subject/reading at hand.  Your goal is to mirror your thoughts as closely as possible on paper.  These exercises allow you the opportunity to ramble, giving you a taste of the infinite appeal of writing.  These writings will count as “practice work,” in the breakdown of percentages below.

· Homework Journals are single-spaced, one page, type-written questioning-thinking-wandering-analyzing tools written about your ideas, readings, and our discussions. A full page is expected. These writings count as “practice work” in the breakdown of percentages below. 

· Blackboard Posts:  Every other week, I will ask you to post a 300-500 word journal on Blackboard.  Details will follow.

· Draft workshops: For each of our papers, you will be writing 3 drafts.  Make sure you are present on each draft workshop day and that your drafts meet specified requirements.  You want each of these drafts to be the best representation of yourself and your work to that date.  
· Formal Papers:  You will write two 5-page papers for this course.  You will receive a description sheet explaining the nature and scope of the papers plenty of time before each assignment is due.

· Portfolio:  At midterm and at the end of the semester, you will submit a writing portfolio (folder) full of your work for evaluation.  Portfolio assessment has many benefits.  This type of system values writing improvement rather than the stand-alone value of individual pieces of writing.  I’m sure many of you have received lower grades on your first couple of essays in a class, only to improve as the semester progresses.  Writing is a process, and as such, can never be finalized.  The portfolio system acknowledges this concern, evaluating students based on their cumulative rather than singular effort.  I will talk more in detail about your portfolios later.  For now, just remember to KEEP EVERYTHING!

Grade Breakdown:

Portfolios:  45% - (20% Midterm, 25% Final)

Practice Work/In-class writing/Group Work (the “being here” part): 30%

Draft Work:  15%

Blackboard Posts: 10%

Academic Integrity:

If you present the words or ideas of another as your own, you are guilty of plagiarism.  Please understand that, perhaps unlike your high school experience, college administration is VERY serious about academic integrity.  You are responsible for reading and understanding Academic Integrity Policy as defined by the student handbook at: www.uncg.edu/saf/studiscp/Honor.html.  Read the Plagiarism Statement in Writing Matters as well.  A warning:  If you lift words from an Internet site or present another’s words as your own, you will automatically fail this course.  It is very simple to spot plagiarism, so when in doubt about what is or isn’t acceptable, ask me.

Examples of Plagiarism:

1. Copying part or the whole of another student’s paper.

2. Copying without documentation part or all of a published essay, article, or book - including Internet material.

3. Purchasing a paper from a company.

4. Downloading a paper from the Internet.

5. “Cut and paste” plagiarism:  This includes simply rearranging sentences and phrases from an original source, or replacing a few words with synonyms; using direct quotations without appropriate quotation marks and quotations without adequate documentation.  

6. Presenting as your own original idea, even thoroughly paraphrased, without attribution to the author.  

Classroom Policies:

1. Class assignments are to be completed before the beginning of the class period for which they are scheduled.  Lack of preparation will immediately detract from your grade.

2. Out of class Journals must be at least one full page, typed, single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font with no greater than 1.25 margins.

3. Late work is unacceptable unless you have made prior arrangements with me no less than 24 hours in advance.  If you must turn in late work, I lower the grade one full letter for every day the work is late, including weekends.

4. All written assignments must be submitted to me in-person during class time unless otherwise specified. You are expected to turn your papers in; I will not take any written work from students other than yourself, and will not give your papers to anyone else but you.

5. Attendance is essential.  Readings and assignments will be distributed and announced in class, so you need to be here in order to stay on track.  Come to class so you can be up to date with the schedule.  If you miss more than three classes without proper notice, you should expect your final grade to suffer. 

6. Peer workshops and conferences are mandatory.  Should you miss, unexcused, any of the journals, essays, unannounced group work exercises, or other in-class activities you should expect your absence to negatively affect your semester grade.

Writing Center:

This free resource is available to all UNCG students.  At the Center, you may make an appointment or just drop in to have a one-on-one conference with a writing center consultant.  They can assist you on any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming topics to revising a final paper.  Please take advantage of this unique resource located in HHRA on the third d floor.  Hours are TBA, but I’ll get them to you once they are set for the semester.  

Tentative Due Dates:

Essay 1:  October 3
Essay 2: November 14
Midterm Portfolio:  October 17
Final Portfolio:  November 30
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