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Freshman Seminar in Literature

Leaving Home, Finding Home

The use of traveling is to regulate imagination by reality, and instead of thinking about how things may be, see them as they are.

Samuel Johnson

Course Description


In FMS 120 students read and write about selected works of prose and/or poetry from diverse cultural traditions, analyzing the context, aims, and methods of literary expression. 

Texts

Espey, David. Writing the Journey: Essays, Stories, and Poems on Travel. NY: Pearson Longman, 2005.
Wallace, Daniel. Big Fish. NY: Penguin Books, 1998.

The complete reading schedule will depend on the class progress so you are expected to be present in class and open to new directions. You should bring the text to each class.

Handouts will be transmitted through email (Blackboard). You should have access to a printer and check your email regularly. When you receive a handout, print it out and bring it to class. 


As with any Literature class, a dictionary and an English writer’s handbook are necessary references. These books should be in each student’s personal library and you should know how to use them. If you have any questions about which books to use or how to use these reference materials, please let me know. 

Class Requirements

	· class participation (25%)

· portfolio (25%)
	· weekly assignments (25%)

· research essay (25%)



All work handed in for this class must be work undertaken especially for this class. No papers should be presented if they have been used for another class or if they are written for another course’s assignment. 


Please familiarize yourself with the University’s guidelines for each grade;  these can be found in the Student Handbook.

Office Hours


I will be present in my office during office hours. Please use this time to seek clarification about the course or conference about your progress. You can schedule a meeting with me at other times if my office hours are not convenient for your schedule. Office hours will be announced as soon as possible.
Students with Special Needs


Students with disabilities will be accommodated. Please notify me or call Disability Services at 334-5440 if there are impediments to your attendance and progress in this course. If English is your second language and you would feel more comfortable in an ESL course, please let me know so we can make arrangements.

Student Learning Goals


FMS 120 will be broad and foundational in nature; this course will not assume extensive previous knowledge. The aims of FMS 120 are to enable the student to:

· identify and understand varied characteristics of literature

· apply techniques of literary analysis to texts

· use literary study to develop skills in careful reading and clear writing

· demonstrate understanding of the diverse social and historical contexts in which literary texts have been written and interpreted.


As a writing-intensive course, this class will help students demonstrate their understanding of its concepts and materials through writing using constructive criticism from readers to revise drafts and produce clear, coherent, and effective written assignments. At the completion of this course, students will be able to:

· adapt modes of communication to the audience

· incorporate constructive feedback from readers to improve the written work.


These goals reflect the requirements outlined in the Freshman Seminar Faculty Guide.

The Writing Center


The Writing Center is located in 101 McIver and is open Mondays through Thursdays, 9:00 am to 8:00 pm, Fridays, 9:00 am through 3:00 pm, and Sundays, 6:00 pm through 9:00 pm. There are instructors there who can help you with all aspects of papers, from planning and organizing to editing and revising. You can take any writing assignment to the Writing Center – it is not just for English classes. You can call for an appointment (334-3125) or just drop by with questions. This is a wonderful resource and each student is strongly encouraged to take advantage of it.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is intentionally or knowingly representing the words of another as one's own in any academic exercise. Plagiarism may occur on any paper, report, or other work submitted to fulfill course requirements. Plagiarism can be: 

     a. Failure to cite references, which includes intentional or obvious failures to properly cite sources; and, 

     b. Submitting as one's own work done by or copied from another. This includes work done by a fellow student, work done by a previous student, or work done by anyone other than the student responsible for the assignment [adapted from the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy (http://saf.dept.uncg.edu/studiscp/ Honor.html)]. 


Students caught plagiarizing will be punished according to the process outlined in the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy.
Class Participation


All students are expected to participate in the daily progress of this class. 


Attendance is critical to achieving the goals of this course. Missing more than three classes will result in a lowering of your final grade; missing more than seven classes can result in your dismissal from the course. Being late to class two times equals one absence. If you are more than ten minutes late for class you will be counted absent. 


If you miss class it is your responsibility to ask a fellow student for any material you might have missed. There will always be an assignment for each class. 


Late work is not accepted. If you notify the instructor in advance of problems with your attendance or your ability to complete assignments, then the policy can be modified for individual cases. 


There will also be frequent in-class writings; these assignments will be part of your Class Participation grade. 

Weekly Assignments


There will be eight 300 word essays due during the semester. These essays should be written on a single subject that arises from our work in class. Whether treating one work we have read or a more general theme visible in several works, these essays will be graded on intellectual content as well as composition. Therefore you need to have an identifiable thesis, correct grammar and spelling, and you must address any grammatical issues that I bring to your attention. If you have more than six spelling and grammar mistakes your paper can only receive, at best, a C grade. 


These essays must be typewritten, using MLA Guidelines. 

Research Essay


The research essay must adequately address a critical issue that interests the student during the course of the semester. This essay can (and probably should) arise from issues addressed in the weekly essays and must incorporate library research. The paper should be at least five pages long and follow the MLA Guidelines. The topic must be approved by the instructor. 


Every writing-intensive course must include guided revision as a requirement. Therefore, a draft of this research-essay will be due three weeks before the final draft in order to obtain feedback from others (fellow students and the instructor). 

Portfolio

The portfolio will be a record of the student’s work in the class through the semester. You should include all of the writing that has been turned in for the semester, drafts and final copies (all that drafts which reflect feedback). The best portfolios will be a record of exploration of the semester’s topic; the average portfolio will be an accumulation of papers. The portfolio will be taken up mid-term as well as at the end of the term. 
