ENGLISH 101-34
Fall 2006

MW 3:30-4:45

GRAM 402
Instructor: Charles Tedder

Office: HHRA 3210G
Office Hours: 5-6 MW & by appt.

Phone: 334-5867
Email: cftedder@uncg.edu

Course Description

Students read and write in varied forms, styles, and lengths. Goals include developing ideas and revising writing, experimenting with aims and approaches in producing writing, and understanding appeals to various audiences.

Learning Goals

At the completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

· Interpret and evaluate argumentative discourse, including writing and speech

· Construct cogent arguments

· Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently and effectively

· Locate, synthesize, and evaluate relevant information

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints

Texts

· The Curious Writer, Concise Edition
· Writing Matters

· Big Fish
· E-reserve items via Blackboard

Grades
· Portfolio: 50%


· Journal and Exercises: 20%

· Discussion and Workshops: 20%
· Conferences: 10% 

Grading/Assessment

No letter grades will be assigned to course work until the end of the semester, and not all work will necessarily be included in your final portfolio.  However, you must still complete all assignments on time throughout the course.  If you come to class without completing the day's assignments, you will be counted tardy or absent.  Failure to prepare is counted equivalent to failure to attend, and poor attendance quickly diminishes your final grade (see below). 

Course Work
Work should be organized in a 3-ring binder. KEEP EVERYTHING. A one-inch binder with tab dividers works well.  This notebook will be reviewed periodically throughout the semester. The various components of your grade will be based on material in the notebook—there is no credit given for lost or misplaced work.  Materials should be clearly organized, separating in-class writing, finished essays, drafts, and other projects. 
Portfolio 

Again KEEP EVERYTHING from the course to use in putting together your final portfolio.  This will consist of 15-20 pages of "finished" writing, a reflective course synthesis, and extensive documentation of your writing process (notes, sketches, drafts, etc.). Guidelines for final presentation will be given.
Journal and Exercises
You will also be asked to write up various reflective exercises throughout the course, both in and out of class.  These writings will be short and informal, and will be given credit based on effort and sincerity rather than grammar or mechanics.  You may also be asked to post to Blackboard discussion forums.
Discussion and Workshops
You should print and bring copies of e-reserve material when assigned.  You will be asked to prepare comments or questions on assigned readings.  We will be holding in-class workshops over the course of the semester for each of the four major writing assignments.  These will take various forms, but most often rely on written comments.  Make every effort to attend class on these days since workshops cannot be made up.
Conferences
Each students will meet with me outside of class at least three times during the semester.  The primary purpose of these conferences is preparing, compiling, and polishing your portfolio.  We can discuss the class or writing in general.  Failure to prepare for and attend a conference counts against that portion of the your grade and also counts as a class absence. 

Attendance

No more than two (2) unexcused absences.  Three (3) tardies will count as an absence. Arriving at class unprepared—without materials or without having done homework—will count as either a tardy or absence, depending on the severity of the lapse.  For each absence beyond the first two, one letter grade will be deducted from your final grade.  You must provide supporting documentation for an absence to be excused.
General Rules and Guidelines

· Late Work.  If you cannot come to class, turn in your work ahead of time or have a friend bring it for you.  Work can be delivered to my mailbox in the English department (3317 HHRA) or via an email attachment. There will be no incomplete grades, and extensions will only be allowed in severe circumstances.
· Presentation. Work cannot be turned in until it meets formal requirements. For example, most work needs to be typed, everything must have a name on it, and multiple pages must always be stapled together. Other guidelines will be given with each assignment.  Work will not be considered on-time until all formatting issues are resolved.

· Disrupting Class. Speak in turn. Turn off all cell phones. Keep snacks within reason.

· Academic Integrity. Penalties for plagiarism or other forms of cheating are severe.  Any questions can be directed to myself or the UNCG bulletin and website.

The Writing Center
3211 HHRA
334-3125
M-TR 9-8, F9-3, Sunday 5-8

Please attend the writing center as often as you like.  Take both your work in progress and all documentation relating to the assignment (prompts, comments of prior drafts, research notes) and plan to stay up to an hour. <http://www.uncg.edu/eng/writingcenter/>
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Landmark Dates
M
Sept
4
No Class (Labor Day)
W
Sept
6
Personal Essay Due
W
Sept
20
Visit Weatherspoon Art Gallery

W
Sept
27
Review Due
W
Oct
11
Visit Jackson Library

F
Oct
6
Last Day to Withdraw without Academic Penalty
M
Oct 
9
No Class (Fall Break)
M
Oct
23
Freshman Read Conference

Big Fish reading, 2:30 in EUC auditorium
W
Oct
25
Critical Essay Due
W
Nov
8
Proposal Due
W
Nov
22
No Class (Thanksgiving)
M-W
Nov
27-29
Portfolio Conferences (No Class)
M
Dec
4
Portfolio Due

T
Dec
5
Reading Day
M
DEC
11
Pick up portfolios and final grades on exam day
Schedule
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M
Aug. 
14
Introduction, Syllabus

W

16
"My Name" Exercise

CW 3-5, Exercise 1.1

CW 11-13,

20-27, Take survey on pages 22-3



M

21 
Assign Personal Essay: Family Myth

CW 28-34 

Do exercise 1.4

CW  93-96

W

23
Intro. to Freshman Read

Visit Writing Center, TA offices

Big Fish 1-23



M

28
Personal Essay Sketch workshop

CW 121-126

Big Fish 24-36

W

30
Personal Essay Workshop

Big Fish 37-54

CW 126-131



M
Sept.
4
Labor Day NO CLASS

W

6
Personal Essay Due

CW 132-137
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Email and Communications Policy

Address: Send emails to cftedder@uncg.edu.
Subject Line: All emails must have a descriptive subject line containing the course and section number.  Example:  "ENG 101-34: This is the reason for this email."  Think about the subject line as you would the title of an essay.
Body Text: Sentences should be short and to the point.  The writing is not formal, but you should practice good spelling and grammar (i.e. no slang or abbreviations, please). Use concrete, specific nouns and action verbs. The email will become part of my records for the course, so write for posterity.  

Action Items: The email should indicate what response you are looking for.  If you want me to excuse an absence or extend a deadline, make this clear. If you have a question about an assignment, make it as specific as possible.  If you want me to cover something in the next class, you might write "could you go over this in class, or maybe give us a handout?"

Excused absences will require documentation.  I will sometimes indicate provisional forgiveness: "I'll mark your absence excused as soon as you bring me a doctor's note."

An Extension will be rarely granted and only in extenuating circumstances.  If you need a deadline extended, you should request so as far in advance as possible.  A eureka moment the night before class that inspires you to radically overhaul your essay is not an extenuating circumstance.  Extensions should be proposed with a new deadline: "Can I turn in the essay next Monday?" not "Can I turn in the essay later?"  Wherever possible, use calendar dates: "Can I turn in the essay next Monday, 10/16?" 
Attachments: If and only if you cannot attend class on the date work is due, you can send it as an email attachment.  You will still be counted absent, but the work will not be counted late. The file must be in Microsoft Word format.  All assignment guidelines must have been met.  The work will be considered on time only if the email is sent before the end of the class meeting when the assignment is due.  Printer issues are not legitimate reasons for submitting work electronically.
Response Time:  I will respond to emails within 24 hours or at the next class meeting, whichever comes first.  Emails sent just prior to classtime may not be received until after class.
