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ENG 101-52:  Rhetoric and Inquiry
Fall 2006

Curry 303

Tues/Thurs 12:30-1:45
Description: 

There will be no exams. The content of this course is writing. You will also be (in no particular order) thinking, reading, talking, revising and discussing. This course is based on the idea that we are all language users and therefore we are all rhetoricians. Since our language informs our reality, rhetoric is one of the most important tools you will ever master.  This class also assumes that we can always work to become better thinkers, writers, and readers and that those skills, along with rhetoric provide a solid foundation for any endeavor, in any given case. 
Goals:

It is my goal in this course to help you develop an intimacy with language and rhetoric. I hope to help you gain a better understanding of the language that surrounds you, its power and how to manipulate it. It is my goal to help you develop an understanding of the rhetorical triangle--the relationship between audience, speaker and subject--and the rhetorical persona. I also hope to help you uncover personal goals both academically and personally. Most importantly I hope to encourage you to hone your critical thinking skills and self reflective skills so that you will also learn things about yourself as a writer and as a person.  
UNCG Learning Goals: 

· Interpret, evaluate and respond to argumentative discourse, both oral and textual.

· Construct well-reasoned and reflective arguments

· Communicate those arguments clearly, coherently and effectively

· Locate, synthesize, and appropriately present relevant information

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aims and methods of intellectual discourse

· Weigh evidence and evaluate the arguments of differing viewpoints

Required materials and texts: 
I will not require you to buy a binder, a folder or a notebook for this class since I assume you already know what organization system works best for you. I will recommend you have a 3 ring binder for papers and assignments since you need to keep them all, and a college ruled notebook for free writes-- but know that I expect you to keep everything organized and that you will be penalized on your final portfolio grade if everything is not accounted for. 
Expectations:
My hope is for this class to be a hospitable and safe community; one in which you feel free to explore all different kinds of ideas and express diverse opinions and points of view. For that to happen there needs to be an understood respect, not only of me, but respect for each other and yourself (you can also expect respect from me to you). I expect you to feel uncomfortable at points during the semester and since that awkward space can breed valuable growth, I encourage you to explore it in your journals and free-writes. I ask that you do not take that potential anxiety and insecurity out on your classmates during discussion and instead to engage in reflective listening and discourse, a concept we will discuss further. Finally, value your classmates. Since I consider my job to be a facilitator in class, you will be relying heavily on each other for stimulating discussion in smaller groups and as a class community. 
A few notes on class policies:

· You are allowed 3 absences without notification after which I will reduce your grade for each subsequent absence. You are still responsible for work done in class on days you miss including the free-write. If you miss more than 6 classes you will not pass this course. 
· Late papers will be penalized. If you are absent on a day in which an assignment is due please make prior arrangements to turn it in by the class period that it is due or it will be counted as late. 
· I go by the airplane rule when it comes to technology: anything that should be turned off during takeoff or landing should also be turned off and stay out of sight in this class.

· Don’t be late; there will be consequences beyond personal embarrassment for disrupting the free-write at the beginning of class.
· We will be doing several sessions of conferencing during the semester. I take these very seriously as should you. Failure to attend a conference meeting will count as an absence and reduce your participation grade. 
· Plagarism has consequences. Please see the academic integrity policy www.uncg.edu/saf/studiscp/Honor.html and see the plagiarism statement in Writing Matters. 
· Please see the Academic Integrity Policy in the Student Handbook or on line at http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu
Course Work:
There will be an assignment due each week, either a journal or a paper, all of which you should keep for your final portfolio. A portion of almost all classes will be devoted to in-class writing. Each person will be asked to submit a prompt once during the semester and I look forward to your creative input. I will not grade this low-stakes writing but I will ask for volunteers to share at will. We will be doing drafts, workshops and conferences for each paper and your completion of each stage of the paper will be reflected in the final grade. You are encouraged to revise any writing as many times as you want. Since we will be doing lots of revision I will reiterate: It is terribly important that you keep all of your work, even in-class free-writes and drafts (although I wont be grading everything not only can you revise a free write for your portfolio, but who knows when you might return to an idea or thought that you generated or discovered in this class?!). A final note:  You will find (I hope) that you have a great amount of freedom with your writing and ideas in this class, particularly in and through free-writes and journals. I look forward to you using this freedom wisely and cleverly—and have fun with it!
Week 1:
15 Aug/ Tues: 
Getting started
17 Aug/ Thurs:  Laying the groundwork 
Bring Curious Writer to class

Assigned Reading: 

Assigned Journal 1: What are your preconceptions of writing? How were you ‘taught’ to write? What works for you and what doesn’t? 

Week 2:
22 Aug/ Tues: Introduction to Rhetoric terminology
DUE: Journal 1—Preconceptions of writing.

Due: CW pgs 3- 6, do journal activity/ 8-19, Writing Matters “Journaling 101” pg 51.

Assigned reading: CW pgs 20-35, do “Self-Evaluation Survey” pg 22/ WM: “So Happy Together: Making the Most of Group Assignments” (pg 29). 

24 Aug, Thurs: What makes good writing? From the writer’s perspective
DUE: Bring Self-Evaluation Survey on pg 22

Assigned reading: Excerpt from Foer’s Everything is Illuminated AND Writing 
Matters “English 101: A Primer,” “Academic Integrity” (77), “Literature in the Writing Classroom” (pg 46). 

Assigned Journal: find a sample of what you think is good writing, journal on 
what makes it good. Use your rhetorical language. 

Week 3

29 Aug/ Tues What makes good writing? From the reader’s perspective
DUE: Journal 2/ Sample of what you think is good writing,

Assignment: Recommendation Letter

31 Aug/Thurs Cartoons
DUE: Recommendation Letter with reflection

Assigned Readings: CW 65-74 do Exercise 3.2 as Journal
Assigned Journal 3: exercise 3.2 but, doesn’t have to be those images, just choose 

2 and do steps 1-3 on your own. 

Week 4

5 Sept/ Tues Ad Analysis
Due: Journal 3

Assignment: ad analysis

Readings: CW 58-63

7 Sept/ Thurs Visual Analysis continued
Readings: CW 77-91/ WM: “Workin’ It: Workshops in the Classroom” Pg 32



Assigned Journal: 
Week 5

12 Sept/ Tues Workshop
DUE: Draft of Ad Analysis:

Workshop ad analysis

14 Sept/ Thurs Conferences
NO CLASS: conferences on Ad Analysis

Week 6

19 Sept/ Tues Presentations
Due: Ad Analysis

Short presentation on Ad Analysis. 

Readings: CW: “Reading As Inquiry” in CW/ “Reading Actively” in WM

*Calendar Subject to change: you are responsible for any changes discussed in class. 
Instructor: Belinda Walzer


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:blwalzer@uncg.edu" ��blwalzer@uncg.edu�


Office: HHRA 3112-D 


Office phone: 334-5837


Office Hours: TBA or by appointment





Required Texts: 


Bruce Ballenger The Curious Writer


UNCG’s Writing Matters


Daniel Wallace Big Fish





You have two Journal “freebies” that allow you to be one class late on two of the 10 journals. Write your own “freebie” note (minus the excuse) and turn it in with the journal. Apart from that, if journals are late you will lose points. 








Participation (includes doing free-writes) 10%


10 Journals throughout the semester: 10%


2 smaller papers: 10%


3 longer papers: 30%  


1 portfolio (including reflections, letter, and revision: 40%


(Percentages and assignments subject to change)














