Stepsfor Revision...

¢ Get clear about your thesis statement. Make sarekgow what you are trying to prove or what clgiou are
making. Thesis statements may likely answer a dwoavwhy kind question rather than a what or wioereho
guestion. A thesis-driven paper (for exampleguarthat Italy contributed to the rise of fascisnthiese specific
ways) is different from a report (for example: yt&d a country in Europe with these specific qigdit

¢ Once you have a clear thesis, make sure each pahagupports it — you can check this by readint eac
paragraph and writing a one-sentence summary dfffetside. (This is called a reverse outline.) rk@ur way
through each of your paragraphs this way. Thek &idhe summarization sentences that you havéewrénd
see if they match up with your thesis. If the gaa@h doesn’t match up, you need to rework (origedf) the
paragraph.

¢ Torework a paragraph so that it stays on tasksapgorts your thesis, follow these steps:

1.

6.

Does each paragraph have one clear main idea@ré ih more than one, consider giving it a pardgudpts

Does each paragraph also have an example of som€ekijuote or an ad maybe) that illustrates yointp
If not, figure out one. We understand each otheéas best when we can “see” what they are takkbayt
in an example.

Do you tell the reader why this example workshatf, you will need some analysis that explains tosv
example illustrates your point, telling the readlkout the example isn’t enough.

Do you tell the reader how this paragraph’s idegmsrt your main thesis? If not add a sentendeoithat
links your ideas back to your thesis for your reade

At the beginning of the next paragraph you shontdlide a sentence that helps the reader undenstand
you put this particular paragraph at this particplace in the paper. If your paper is about petipelling
sports, what leads you to talk about roller skétes ice skates...why put them in this particutaled? You
will need to explain this for your reader so he/she follow your train of thought.

Do all your paragraphs follow these guidelines®olfyou will be in good shape.

Think of it as theM EAL plan for paragraphs:

M ain Idea — every paragraph should have only ager chain idea. If you bring up more than one nidéa, your reader
can't really make sense of your argument. The meadefeel confused about what you are trying &y $ecause you are
saying several ideas at once.

E xample — an example that illustrates your maimid€his could be a quote or a description of aroAd practice.

A nalysis — this is the part where you tell the ezaghy the example supports the main idea. Wh&esthe example
work well? Why did you choose this particular ex#fpThe answer to this question is usually theyasigportion of
your thinking.

L ink — Tell the reader how this paragraph conneatk to your main idea.



